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"PUBLIC BATHS, CANBERRA.

REPORT.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works to which the House of
Representatives referred for investigation and report the question of the construction of Public
Baths at Canberra has the honour to report as follows :—

PROPOSAL.

1. The proposal subm1tted for the consideration of the Committee aims at the provision
of a first-class swimming bath designed to conform to the requirements laid down by the American
Association for promoting hygiene in Public Baths, and suggested after consultation with
Australian swimming and filtration experts.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BATHS PROPOSED.

2. It is suggested that the pool should be rectangular in shape, 164 feet (50 metres) long
and 40 feet wide, and have a capacity of approximately 230,000 gallons. The minimum
depth of water proposed 1s three feet, and the maximum nine feet. A combined scum gutter
and hand-hold would extend completely round the bath, and the sides and bottom would be
covered with white tiles. Steps are to be arranged at the ends of the pool outside the sw1mm1ng
area, and a spring board and slide-chute provided.

3. Around the pool 1t is proposed to have a concourse thirteen feet wide paved with
concrete and finished with a bevelled surface and round edges. Provision is also mcluded for
circulating, filtering, and chlorinating the water which is to be obtained from the city mains.
A system has been designed to give a complete turn-over of water once in eight hours, i.e., three
times per 24 hours ; and in addition 250 gallons of make-up water will be provided per day

4. The dressing rooms proposed are provided with smooth concrete floors 1 mch to one
foot slope, with rounded joints. The walls are to be smooth and impervious, and the lockers
will be made vermin-proof. In the ladies’ dressing rooms cubicles will be provided for greater
privacy.

5. Power and light points are proposed to be provided, and, in addition, it is proposed
to illuminate the pool by a method of submarine lighting. It was also suggested that, as an
adjunct to the baths a wading pool should be provided for the recreation of the smaller children.

ALTERNATIVE DESIGNS.

6. Two designs were submitted, one providing for an open pool; the second for roofed
baths, with galleries for SPectators and the provision for heating the water, dressing rooms,
and gallemes

In each case the buildings would be of brick and concrete. In the first case the baths
would be surrounded by a low brick wall, and in the second, have a tlled roof.

ESTIMATED COST,
7. The estimated cost of the two proposals as submitted to the Committee were :—

£ s d.
(1).—Earthworks—4,800 cubic yards at 8s. .. 1,920 0 0
Congrete in pool, including manholes for submarine 11ght1ng—287
cubic yards at £5 10s. .. 1,578 10 0
Concrete paving of concourse, sw1mm1ng p001m7 80 square yards
three inches thick at 9s. . . .. . 351 0 0
Wading pool 123} square yards, 3 inches thick at 9s. - - 55 10 0
Tiling of pool—1, 000 square yaras at 30s. . .. .. Ls00 0 0
Curved tiles for angles 160 0 O
Concrete floor to dressing rooms, &c., 400 squ.are yards at 12s. 6d. 250 0 0
Wading pool—40 eubic yards, concrete, at £5 10s. . .. 220 0 0
Scour drains—
Swimming pool .. . .- . e 120 0 ©
Wading pool .. . - . e 40 0 0
Drainage—Concourse .. . .. . . 140 0 0O
Plant—Filters, pumps, &e. .. .. .. .. .. 2,000 6 0
Carried forward - ‘. .. 8275 0 0
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Estmmarep CosT—ocontinued. £ s d
Brought forward .. .. 8275 0 0
Fittings (Works Department estlmate) .- . . .. 1,000 0 0
Sewer . . .. .. . 5 0 0
Water Supply . . S . . . 160 0 0
Electrnc light and power - .. 90 0 0
Superstructure and enclosure to pool and wadmg pool .. .. 10,600 0 O
Foundations for wall around wading pool . . 250 O 0
Access road and parking area .. AR . - 100 0 0
C)ontingencies .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,000 0 ©
Total . .. 23,000 0 0O
The upkeep figures are as follows —

£ s d.

Attendants—One full time, four months . - .. 100 0
Laundry . 50 0 0

Water—Two removals of water pel yearmseWers Showers and make

up water—=600,000 gallons at 1s. 3d. per 1,000 - 37110 0O
Wading pool—six renewals——GO 000 gallons at 1s. 3d. per 1 000 .. 315 0
Electric light and power . 130 0 0
Depreciation—buildings—1% per cent on £10,600 . . .. 159 0 0
Mamtenance—Concrete work—1 per cent. on £5, 484 . i, 55 0 0
Plant-—5 per cent. on £3,000 .. . . . . 150 0 ©
Hlectrical fiftings—14 per cent. on £900 .. .. .o 128 0 0
Roadway .. o .. .. .. 10 0 o
Interest—5% per cent. on total cost . .- .- .. 1265 0 0
Total .. 208 5 0

It will be noticed that interest accounts for more than half the total

(2.)—An enclosed pool, roofed over, water heated and heated in the dressing rooms,
offices and spectators’ gallery, would cost £30,300, made up as follows -

£ s d

Estimate previously given . .. 23,000 0 0
Provision for spectators over entrance block . .. 1,400 0 O
Glazing, and roof over pools .. . . .. 2900 0 0
Heating . . . .- .- .o 2,500 0 0
Contingencies .. .. . .. .. 500 0 0
Total . .. 30,300 O O

With these additions the pool will be avaiiable"during both summer and winter as well
as for night swimming. :

The annual charges for upkeep would be as follow :—

£ s d
Attendante—
One full time . .- 300 0 0
One full time three months and half time nine months .. 187 10 0O
Lagndry .. . .. . . . . 750 0
Water, four renewals ; sewer, showers, and make-up Wa-ter, 1,200,000
gallons at 1s. 3d. per 1,000 .. i . . 70 0
Blectrie light and power .. i, .. . ne 260 0 0
Heating . .. .. .. . ... 1300 0 0
Deprec1at1on-Ma1nta1nance~— ‘
Buildings, 1} per cent. on £14,900 .. . . i 223 10 0
Concrete work—1 per cent. on £6,485 . . . 65 0 0
Machinery and fittings—>5 per cent on £5,500 .- . 275 0 0
Electric fittings—14 pel cent. on £900 .. . - 126 0 0
Roadway .. . .. . 10 0 0
Interest 5% per cent on total cost .. .. . .. 1,666 10 0
Total .. .. 4,562 10 0
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SITE.

8. SBeveral sites were mentioned as having received consideration, but the Federal
Capital Commission recommended the location of the baths on an area in front of old Acton
House.

COME&ITTEE’S INVESTIGATIONS.

9. The Committee carefully examined the plans submitted, inspected the site recommended
and several other possible sites around the city ; took evidence from the Chief Commissioner,
Federal Capital Commission, the Chief Civil Engineer, Department of Works, the Director-
General of Health, the Superintendent, Canberra Hospital, and from representative bodies and
citizens m Canberra. In addition, visits were paid, and information obtained in respect of open
baths recently constructed at Brunswick, Camberwell, Footscray and Malvern, Victoria, and
encloged, heated pools at Brunswick, the Y. M.C.A. buildings, Melbourne, and the Athensum
Club, Melbourne.

NeED ror Barms.

10. All the evidence taken by the Committee indicated the unanimous desire on the part
of the residents that public swimming baths should be provided, and stressed the fact that, most
of them coming from near the coast, felt the loss of such recreation. A private effort had been
made to construct a swimming pool in the Molonglo, near the Power House, and a swimming
club was formed and some sports held, but, owing to the muddy state of the river after heavy
rain, and the impurity of the water when the river was low, the scheme was abandoned.

11. The Committee ascertained in evidence that there are numbers of school children in
Canberra of whom but a small proportion have any knowledge of swimming, and it was urged
that these children should have the same facilities afforded to learn swimming as exists in the
cities and larger country towns.

12. After giving the matter careful consideration, and havmg in mind particularly the
children, the Committee is unanimously of opinion that, when practicable, swimming baths
should be made available.

SITE.

13. The Committee, in considering the question of site, felt itsell at considerable
disadvantage from the fact “that no information could be given it as to the definite sites allocated
for 1mportant permanent activities; and the Committee is unaware of the proposed sequence
of the Commission’s future building programme. It was pointed out in evidence that the location
of certain activities such as permanent bathg, as conceived by the designer of Canberra, is
dependent to some extent on the knowledge as to where certain other activities are to
be permanently located, and it was sucrgested that much difficulty in fixing sites for various
Important public functions might be avolded if early action were taken to deSIgn the Civic Centre
and allocate the sites of such_ buildings as are to be associated therewith. It was represented
to the Committee that the proper Jocation for a permanent monumental first-class baths in
keeping with the rest of the city, and designed to serve the whole of the people of Canberra,
should be located somewhere near the Civic Centre, but, as the Civie Centre has not yet heen
designed, that is obviously impracticable at the present time. The Committee consequently
turned its attention to the location of less pretentious baths which might be considered to
meet the needs of the greater proportion of the citizens for a period of years.

14. Various sites were visited, and evidence taken which emphasised their advantages
or disadvantages. The Committee endeavoured to keep in view that any site selected should
not conflict with the accepted design of Canberra ; that it should be on an area that allowed
of construction at a reasona,ble-cost . that 1t should be convenlently located in regard to water,
sewerage, and lighting services, and be on or within reasonable distance of a bus route.  Finally,
that it should be in such a position as to be readily accessible to the main body of the school
children.

It was stated In evidence that there are about 280 pupils at the school of Ainshe, and
approximately 560 at the Telopea Park school, in addition to which there are about 70 children
at the Grammar School, 100 at St. Gabriel’s, and 250 at the (onvent School, a total of
approximately 1,000 on the southern side of the city.

15. After much consideration, therefore, it was decided to recommend that the baths be
located on a convenient site in an area between New South Wales-crescent and Fitzroy-street,
a little to the south-west of Telopea Park School area.
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The decision arrived at by the Committee in connexion with this matter is shown by the

following extract from the minutes of proceedings :—

Senator Dooley moved that the baths to be provided be located in an area between New South Wales-creseent
and Fitzroy-street, a little to the south-west of Telopea Park School.

Seconded by Mr. Curtin.

The Committee divided on the motion-

Avyes, 7. ‘ No, 1
Senator Dooley. Mr. Gregory.
Senator Reid. i

Senator Sampson.
Mr. Cameron.
M. Curtin.
Mr. Lacey.
Mr. Long.
and s0 it was resolved in the affirmative.

16. It was realized that this position will not be convenient to the residents on the northern
side of the city, but the Committee is less concerned about the adult residents, to whom the
journey involved will not be a serious inconvenience, than with the children in that ares. It
18 hoped, however, that reasonable transport arrangements can be made on those days when the
children in school classes will visit the baths.

At a later date, when the growth of population warrants it, and funds are available, and
before the monumental baths are established, it may be possible to provide a small swimming
pool at the northern end of the ¢ity to meet the convenience of residents in the northern areas.

Tyer oF BaTes SUGGHRSTED.

1’7 The estnnated cost of the proposal originally put forward by the Federal Capital
Commission was quite at variance with the Committee’s idea of what is warranted at the present
time, and an effort was made to reduce the cost to a figure which would provide reasonable
recreational facilities while avoiding anything in the nature of extravagance.

18. Considerable difference of opinion existed amongst the residents as to the advisability
of providing an open pool or enclosed baths with heated water. It was represented that, in
a climate like that of Canberra, it is unlikely that an open pool would be used for more than three
or four months in the year, while an enclosed and heated pool would be patronized day and night
during the whole of the year. It was also urged that the water of an enclosed pool could be
kept cleaner on account of the exclusion of dust, and, by its greater use, would be likely to bring
in larger revenue. As against this, many contended that swimming is essentially an open-air
pastime, and most swimmers preferred the sunshine and fresh air, and that in cold weather it
would be a menace to health to have to brave the keen air of winter after swimming in heated
water.

19. While appreciatingthe various arguments advanced, the Committee is mainly concerned
at this juncture with giving swimming facilities principally for the children at as low a capital
cost as possible, and consequently 1s unammously of opinion that an open pool only should be
prowded and that no attempt be made to heat the water.

Size or BATHS

20. The length of the baths was suggested by the Federal Capltal Commission to be 164
feet (50 metres) so as to offer a convenient distance for swimming races, but, after an inspection
of several pools of this size, the Committee formed the opinion that such a 1ength 1s unnecessary
at Canberra, and an estimate was asked for of approximately half that length. The estimate
furnished as a result of this request was set down at £21,010, which was still regarded by the
Committee as too ambitious, and further efforts were made by the Committee to obtain swimming
facilities at a lower cost.

21. On the 10th March, 1930, the second Commissioner, Mr. Murdbéh, submitted a
design of an open pool 82 feet by 40 feet which he estimated could be provided for approximately
£9,000.

22. On examining the plans of this bath, the Committee was of opinion that an insufficient
area of shallow water would be available for non-swimmers, and was not prepared to agree that
the interior of the pool should be of painted cement only. M. Murdoch was accordingly asked for
an amended estimate of a pool 100 feet long by 40 feet wide, so graded as to give a greater area
with depth up to 3 ft. 6 in. and with tiled bottom and sides. e estimated that such a pool
could be constructed for approximately £10,000, which the Committee unanimously agreed should
be approved. ,
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SURROUNDING WALL.

23. Consideration was given to the style of enclosure for the baths, and it was eventually
agreed that there should be a brick wall about 10 feet high, as recommended by the Federal
Capital Commission. : .

The decision arrived at by the Committee in connexion with this matter is shown by the
following extract from its minutes of proceedings, namely :—
Mr. Curtin moved that the pool be surrounded by a brick wall as indicated on the plan.
Seconded by Senator Sampson.

Mr. Gregory moved, as an amendment, that three sides be enclosed by a wall, and that the side towards the
hill on the north-west be laid out in a lawn, with a surround of wire fencing and shrubbery.
Seconded by Senator Dooley.

The Committee divided on the amendment—

Aves, 2. Noes, 6.
Senator Dooley. | : Nenator Reid.
Mr. Gregory. Senator Sampson.
Mr. Cameron.
‘ Mr. Curtin.
Mr. Lacey.
l M. Long.
and so it passed in the negative.

Mr. Cameron moved as a further amendment, that the pool be surrounded by lawns and shrubbery and an
inexpensive fence on the model of the haths at Malvern, Victoria.

Seconded by Mr. Gregory.
The Committee divided on the amendment—
Ayes, 2. Noes, 6.
Mr. Cameron. Senator Dooley,
Mr. Gregory. Senator Reid.
Senator Sampson.
: Mr. Curtin.
l Mr. Lacey.

M, Long,
and so it passed in the negative.

The original motion was then put and carried upanimously.

LiguTING.

24. After due consideration, the Committee agreed to recommend that electric lightiﬁg
be provided to enable swimming to take place at night, but that the expense of providing submarine
lighting was not warranted.

STEPS, ETC.

25. It is recommended that the steps leading into the baths be recessed into the sides
of the baths and that arrangements be made to provide plants and shrubbery around the outside
of the baths to mask the encircling wall.

Waning Poor.

26. The Committee is unanimously of opinion that no wading pool for very small children
should be provided in association with the baths.

DESCRIPTION OF BATHS RECOMMENDED.

27. The baths which the Committee recommend would have a pool 100 feet long by 40
feet wide, with white tiles on sides and bottom and swimming lanes indicated on the bottom
with black tiles. The water would vary in depth from 3 feet to 9 feet, the slope in the shallow
portion being so graded as to give a maximum area of water up to 3 ft. 6 in. in depth. Provision
would be made, as in the original scheme, for the filtration and chlorination of water, but no
provision would be made for heating or roofing the baths.

There would be a platform 10 feet wide on each side of the pool and 14 feet wide at the
ends. Dressing accommodation would be provided for 88 men and cubicles for 41 women, with
provision for lavatories, footbaths, and a small stall at which could be sold sweets, soft drinks,
&c. The whole structure would be surrounded by a brick wall, masked on the outside with plants
and shrubbery.
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PROSPECTIVE REVENUE.

- 28. All the information obtained by the Committee indicated that there is little likelihood
in the early stages that the revenue received will cover interest and maintenance charges, but,
with the growth of population and the increased patronage of the baths, this matter may be
expected to gradually adjust itself.

SAVING EFFECTED BY THE COMMITTEE.
29. The recommendation of the Committee will result in a saving on the original proposal
of an amount of £20,300.

A. W.LACEY

Chairman.
Office of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works,

Parliament House, Canberra.

3rd April, 1930.
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MINUTES

OF KEVIDENCLE.

(Taken at Canberra.)

WEDNESDAY, 11tu DECEMBER, 1929,

Present:
Mr. Lacer (Chairman);

-Mr. Gregory
Mr. Holloway
Mr. Long.

Senator Dooley
Senator Reid
Senator Sampson
Mr. M. Cameron

Arehibald John Christie, Chief Commissioner, Federal
Capital Commission, sworn and examined.

1. To the (hairman—I have been responsible for
the submission of plans concerning the proposal to con-
struct public baths in Caunberra.  Most of the infor-
mation that 1 have on the subject was given to me by the
late Chief Commissioner or the second Commissioner.
There has been a definite demand for public baths in
this city for quite a long while. A great deal of corre-
spondence lias passed between the late Commission, the
late GGovernment, and the present Goverument, and the
decision was arrived at that an amount of £3,000 should
be placed on this year’s Estimates as an lnstalment to-
wards the cost of construeting the baths, The late
Commission iugpected & number of sites, and came to
the conclusion that the site at Acton, which is marked
No. 2 on the plau, would be the more preferable one.
Otlier sites that have been suggested are marked on the
plan 1 to 7. Site No. 2 is just in front of old Acton
House. When the late Clommission was considering
its snitability it bore in mind the future development of
Canberra, the general aceessibility of the site from the
different suburbs both now and in the future, and also
the fact that for many years, if not for all time, it
will be on a bus route. There can be no doubt that the
bus route will be over Lennox-avenue, up Acton-road,
and past the suggested site of the baths, rather than up
Commenwealth-avenue, That was the factor which
decided the late Commission to approve of this site
rather than one where the settlement may be a little
closer.  There is the further factor that the hospital
iz on this route. The area to be sot aside depends en-
tirely on the amount of parking space and the ap-
proaches that will be required. Tt is in o plantation,
and there is no reasouable limit o the aren that counld
be allotted for any form of beautification or develop-
ment. The outstanding advantage claimed for this site
is its general accessibility to the diffevent suburbs, It
is conveniently situated to sewerage, water, electricity
and power services. From an engineering point of
view it is a good site. It has a bottom of rock, and the
haths would he comparatively inexpensive to construct.
Qo far as I know there would be no conflict with the
acecpted design of Canberra. On the original plan the
peninsula on which the Commission offices now stand
was allotted for a hospital, but a variation has been
gazetted which permits of a road bisecting the original
hospital block. The erection of the baths on this site
would not conflict in any way with the design. Even
when the city is further developed on the north this site
would still be in a convenient location for the majority
of the people, because it would always be on a bus route.
There is a falr settlement in the locality of Canberra
House and up towards Hotel Acton.  When the lake
scheme is developed there will be a high-level bridge
across Lennox-avenue over to Commonwealth-avenue.
I think that undoubtedly this will always be the route
of the huses that serve Ainslie, Reid and Acton. There

is, and there always will be, a very large area along
Commonwealth-avenue that will not be residential, and
it 1z only natural to suppode that the buses will travel
along routes where they ean pick up passengers. That
is i the Acton loeality rather than along Common-
wealth-avenne. Then again, there must always be 2 bus
route in the neighbourhood of the hospital. 1f the baths
were Toeated on this side they would not affect the
tevelopment of the University area or the provision of
the lake scheme. I produce a siting plan showing the
proposed baths on site No, 2. The baths are to he
50 metres {equal to 164 feet) long by 40 feet wide.
Fifty metres 15 the standard length of all swimming
races. - The design has been made to conform to the
regulations laid down by the American Association for
promoting hyglene in public baths, and in consultation
with swimming and filtration experts in Vietoria.
The design of the pool proper alse allows of the conduet
of competitions under Olympic and Anstralian cham-
pionship conditions, Other factors affeeting the size,
shape and layout generally of the swimming pool are:—
{1y The probable maximum attendance of bathers

and spectators; (2) the peculiarities of the site
chosen; (3) the funds available for construetion
and upkeep; also probable revenue; (4) water

supply. It is desired to Lkeep the quantity of
water required as low as possible and to avoid waste,
particularly if the water must be drawn from the City
mains, In Canberra pumping costs are 6d. per 1,000
gallons, Tt is considered that the water should be
drawn from the City mains and not pumped from the
Molonglo. In England the pool areas allowed for
bathers are 20 square feet of wading area and 50 square
feet of diving area to each bather. It is assumed that
80 per sent. of the bathers will be in the area having a
depth of less than 4 ft. 6 in. The depth of water should
not be less than from 3 ft. to 3 ft. Bin. when the bath
iz to be used for swimming competitions, and 75 per
ceut. of the poeol avea should have a depth of 4 £t. 6 in. or
less, The remaining 25 per cent, should vary from about
4 ft. 6 in. to 9 ft. in depth. It is advisable to mark the
depth of the pool on the sides at approximate intervals
of 15 ft. The rectangular shape of the pool which has
been adopied is the simplest and most economical to
construct. The area, 23 1 have already stated, 1s 164 ft.
(50 metres) long by 40 ft. wide—6,560 sq. ft-—and
the capacity is approximately 230,000 gallons. The
minimum depth of water 1s 3 ft. and the maximum
depth 9 £ft. A combined scum-gutter and hand-hold ex-
tends eompletely round the bath. The side and end
walls are vertical and are designed to resist the inward
pressure of the earth when the pool is empty, and the
anbalanced outward pressure of the water when the
bath is full. The slope of the floor in the shallow por-
tion of the pool (3 ft. to 5 ft.) is 1 in 40. Expansion
joints will be provided botk in the walls and floor, and,
if found necessary, sub-soil drainage will be provided
under the floor.  The reinforcemeni of the floor will
depend to some extent upon the foundations ex-
posed, and, in addition to reinforcement for the ordi-
nary stresses due to the weight of water, ste., reinforce-
ment will be provided ro resist temperature stresses.
The whole of the sides and floor of the pool will be
covered-with white glaged tiles.  The corners will be
rounded and six (8) swimming lanes will be marked on
the hottom of the pool with black tiles. The lining
of the bath with tiles will facilitate cleaning. Steps
will he arranged at the ends of the pool outside the
swimming area and particular care will be taken to
avoid slipperiness, It iz proposed also to provide a
spring-board and a slide-chute for children, Around
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the pool is a concourse 18 feet wide, paved with con-
crete finished with a bevelled surface and round edges.
The slope of the concourse is £ inch in 1 foot away from
the pool. Provision will be made for circulating, filter-
ing and chlorinating the water. Water will be obtained
from the City mains. Bacteriological tests of the water
in order to determine its purity will be made from time
to time, and at regular intervals the pool will be com-
pletely emptied and washed down. If the baths were not
covered and heated they would be used for ounly a small
portion of the year. In that case the water would be
changed twice a year. But if they are used through-
out the year it will be necessary to make the change
every three months. We shall have bacteriological
tests from time to time, and if it is found necessary to
make more frequent changes they will be made. A de-
cision will be come to purely on the results of those
tests. The outlets from the pool arve located at the deep
end, and the water passes out through a strainer (hair-
catcher) to & samp. It will then be pumped through
the eoagulating tank to flters and will gravitate from
the filters to the shallow end of the pool, where it will
be treated with chlorine from the chlorvinator and pass
to the pool by means of an inlet eagcade.  The system
has been designed to give a complete turnover of water
once in eight hours, ie., three times per 24 hours. In
addition, about 250 gallons of make-up water will be
provided per day. The pumps will be of the centri-
fugal type with electric drives. The filters will be
six in number, so arranged that effluent from five ean
be pumped through the sixth filter for cleaning. The
filter-cleaning pump and motor will duplicate the cireu-
lating pump and moter and can be used as spares.
The pool sides and bottom will be cleaned by suction
cleaners worked by the circulating pump. By that
means we shall always be able to ensure a plentiful sup-
ply of pure bathing water. Water will be obtained
from the City mains located close to the site. Sewage
will be drained into nearby sewers connected in Acton
Nursery, and- finally will find its way to the Acton
septic tank. The lay-out and arrangement of entrances
and exits from the pool in relation to the dressing-
rooms, showers and teilets, etc., enforce proper routing
of the bathers, and any one, other than bathers, will not
be allowed in the pool room. Those who wish to enter the
pool will be required first to have a shower. The lay-
out is such that they must pass through the shower
before they can enter the pool. The dressing-rooms are
provided with smooth concrete floors, 3 ineh-to 1 foot
slope, witk rounded joints, The walls will be smooth
and impervieus, and the lockers will be made vermin-
proof. In the ladies’ dressing-room it may be necessary
to have cubicles to enable women to have greater
privacy.  The general lay-out of the bath-house is
clearly shown on the plan.  Provision will, perhaps,
In addition, be required for laundry, refreshment-
stand, room for valunables, costumes, ete. Turn-stiles
should also be provided in order to ensure that the
collection of hired articles is properly made from
persons leaving the bath-house. Power and light points
will be provided, and in addition it is proposed to
illuminate the pool by a2 method of submarine flood
lighting,  Electrie power for pumps, ete., will also be
available.  Electric current can be simply and cheaply
obtuined from the sub-station near the site. At night
water looks oily and black unless it is illaminated, and
therefore is not at all inviting. If we are to have
night bathing it will be necessary to have a series
of lights along the sides Dbelow the water lavel
If the baths are not to be covered they will be used for
-only a short period—probably only two or three months
at the outside—during the year. The question arises
whether it is not better to face what must be the ulti-
mate development of the baths and provide those that
can be heated, and thus make it possible for swimming
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to be indulged in throughout the year. If that is done
the baths must be wholly covered. If heating is not
provided that will not be neeessary. I am submitting
two estimates to show the probable cost of both schemes.
In the one scheme provision is made for the installation
of heating equipment to heat the eirculating water and
the dressing-rooms and public galleries if required.
To many people swimming is a most enjoyable recrea-
tion, but indulgence in the pastime is limited in Can-
berra by the lack of a suitable natural body of water
easily accessible to persons who are without the mesans
of transport.  Good, safe, comfortable and convenient
bathing would therefore probably be popular, particu-
farly if the proposal provides comfortable accommoda-
tion and heating of the water and porticns of the build-
ing, so that the pool is available for wuse during the
greater portion of the year. A certain proportion of
the people, no doubt, would be prejudiced against bath-
ing in the publie bath, but this 1s a feature which exists
elsewhere and would be difficult to overcome. The
patronage to be expected is most diffieult to assess, and
I am not in a position at present to make any reliable
estimate of it. If, however, proper facilities are pro-
vided, the baths will be used, in addition to recreation
purposes, for sport and exhibition swimming, and also
for eduecational purposes; for example, school children
will be taken there regularly. But if provision is made
for spectators I think that even more revenue will be
derived from them than from ordinary hathers. A cer-.
tain revenue will also be obtained from the sale of sun-
dries, the hire of costumes, ete.  There is no doubt
that the admission charges will be fixed without regard
to the economic aspect. The provision of swimming
baths will result in certain indirect gains to the popula-
tion; and, even though at first the revenue obtained will
not be sufficient to meet all the costs, the loss must be
set off against the enjoyment gained by the people, and
no doubt an improvement in their health, I have
prepared estimates for two alternative propesals. The
first is for open baths, with no accommodation for spec-
tators and no provision for heating. With the inclu-
sion of a wading pool the cost would be abous £23,000.
Such baths wounld be used for only a small portion of
the year and would be neither revenue producing nor
of full benefit to the population.  The cost of upkeep
under that proposal, making allowance for interest and
deprecistion, would be £3,086 per annum. The follow-
ing are the details of the cost of construction —

£ s. d.
Karthworks—4,800 -cubic yards, at 8s. .. 1,920 0 ©
 Conerete in pool, including manheles for
submarine lighting—-287 cubic yards, at
£5 10s. .. .. .. .. 1,378 10 O
Conerete paving of concourse, swimming
pool—T80 square yards, 3 inches thick,
at Ba... .. .. .. o 351 0 0
Wading pool 123—} square yards., 3 inches
thiek, at 9a. . .. .. 55 10 ©
Tiling of pool—1,000 square yards, at 30s. .. 1,506 0 0
Curved tiles for angles .. .. . 100 0 ©
Conerete floor to dressing rooms, &e.. 400
square vards, at 12s. 6d. .. .. 250 0 0
Wading pool—40 cubiec yards, conecrete, at
i3 108 .. o . . 220 0 0
Seour drainings—S8wimming pool .. 120 ¢ 0
Seour Drainage—Wading pool 49 0 0
Drainage—Concourse .. .. 140 0 0O
FPlant—Filters, pumps, &c. .. 2,000 0 0
Fittings (Works Department estimate) 1,000 0 D
Sewer—£715 .. 715 0 0
Water supply . .. 60 0 O
Electric light and power .. .- .. 400 0 O
Buperstructure and enclosure to  pool
and wading pool .. .. .. 10,600 ¢ O
Foundations for wall around wading pool .. 250 0 0
Access road and parking area 100 0 0
Contingencies e L,oop 0 o
Total 23,000 0 0
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The npkeep figures are as follow— : ;
s. d.
Attendants—1 full time. four months 100 0 0
Laundry 50 0 0
Water— Two removals of water per year—
sewers, showers, and make-up water—
600,000 gallons, at ls. 3d. per 100G .. 3710 0
Wading pool——Sm renewals—G60,000 gallons,
at 1s. 3d. per 1,000 315 0
Electrie light and power .. .. 30 0 0
Deprematwnm—Buildinnrs-Ml:} per cent on
£10,600 .. .. .. 15 0 0
1\lﬁam’tenal'tce--w—(‘mlcle‘fe worl—1  per cent.
on £5,484 . 35 0 0
Plant—5 per cent. on £3,000 .. 150 0 0
Electriecal fittings—14 per cent. on  £900 126 0 0
Roadway 0 0 ¢
Interest—5% per c'ent on toial cost 1,265 0 O
Total 2,086 5 0
It will be noticed that interest accounts for more than

half the totall An enclosed pool, roofed over, water
heated and heated in the dressing rooms, offices and

spectators’ gallery, would cost £30,300, made up as
follows :— -
£ s d
Estimate previcusly given 23,000 0 O
Provision for hnectatnn over Lntt ance block 1,406 0 ©
Glazing, and roof over pools 2,000 0 O
Heating 2,506 0 0
Contingencies 506 0 0
Total 30,300 0 0

With these additions, the pool will be available during
both summer and winter, as well as for night swiraming.
The annual charges for upkeep would be as follow :—

£ s d.
Attendants—One full time .. . 300 0 9
One full time, three months;
Lalf-time, nine months |.. , 187 10 0
Laundry . .. N .. ™00
Water, fomr renewals; sewer, showers. and
make-up water 1,200,000 gallons at Is. 3d.
per 1,000 .. .. 3OO0 00
Electrie light and power .. 260 0 0
Heating 1,300 ¢ O
Deprecmtlon—Mamtenmce——
Buildings, 13 per cent. on £14,360 223 10 O
Conerete work, 1 per cent. on £6,485 .. 55 0 0
Machinery and fittings, 5 per cent. on -
£5,500 .. .. 275 0 9
Electric ﬁttmg@. 14 per cent. on £8H30 126 0 0
Roadway .. 160 0. ¢
Interest—=54 per cent. on total cost 1666 10 ¢
Total 4557 § 0

In each case the building would be of brick and concrete.
Under the second proposal there would be a tiled roof.
It is proposed to have a low brick wall if the pool 18 to
be an open ome. I have not heun able to form any
definite or reliable estimate of :hie rvevenne which is
likely to he received. That will depend on what the
charges are, and whether sehool children zre admitted
free.  The admission charges will have to be fixed
irrespective of the cost of the baths, TIf swimming is
to be a part of the school curriculum there will have
to be either a nominal charge or no charge at all. T am
seeking information in other States regarding the prac-
tice there. The systemn for the cireuldtion and disin-
fection of the water has been designed to give a com-
plete turnover once every cight hours. In the plan I
have shown the wading pool attached to the baths pro-
per, and the cost of covering it has heen ineluded in
my estimate. The size of the pool is 32 feet by 50 feet.
Iu the plans submitted by the Works Department no
provision has been made for a wading pool beeause
the gquestion whether a wading pool should be inside or
outside the baths is a controversial one. Women, ac-
companied by their children, may wish to have them
vnder their observation. It has not been suggested
that the wading pool should be heated in winter. I
am inclined to the view that it would be better to have
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it away from the swimming baths. Tt could be placed

in the park, and provision could be made for a sand
pit. In some places provision is made for a bigger
expanse of shallow water inside the baths insfead of
a wading pool. The purification of the water in the
baths would not be affected by having the wading pool
inside. We suggest that the depth should be from 6
inches to 18 inches, and that the pool should hold about
9,000 gallons of water. If it is 1ot to be heated, there
will be no necessity to cover it in. I am now having
prepared an alternative plan showing a wading pool
outside the baths. If this were adopted, the cost of the
baths would be about £2,500 less than the estimate
I have giver.  The shape proposed is rectangular, with
a gently sloping bottom. The construction will be of
conerete.  The pool will be surronnded by a concourse
T feet wide. It will be supplied with water direct
from the mains, and emyptied direct into the sewer. The
water will not be specially treated. I am in favour
of having the wading pool outside:  If it were inside
and heated, a great deal of expense would have to be
incurred in covering it, whereas the benefit would not
be very great.  The pool will be used only during the
summer months, and it might just as well be out in the
park. The plans and specifications that I have pro-
posed for baths ou 'the Aeton site could be readily
adapted to any of the other sites.  The approaches
might have to be altered slightly.  This is merely a
tentative scheme.

TIIURSDAY, 12ra¢ DECEMBER, 1929,
Present :
Mr. Lacey, Chairman;
Senator Dooley Mr. Curtin
Senator Reid Mr. Holloway
Senator Sampsou Mr. Long.

Mr. M. Camerou
Archibald Johu Christie, Chief Commissioner, Federal
(Japital Commission, recalied and further examined.

To the Chairman.—In the original plan the wading
pool wus placed alongside the swimming pool. The
plan I now submit shows it a little distance away. The
new proposal is for a circular wading pool 35 feet in
diameter sancer shaped, sloping from the surface at
the outer edge to 18 inches deep in the centre. There
will also be a conerete path 5 feet wide surrounding
the pool and a sand pit ou either side. The wading
pool could be placed almost anywhere but it might
be well to place it as clese to the swimming pool as
the ground permits. A separate wading pool would
necessitate a slightly different treatment of the swim-
ming pool building, for there would be no wing as
provided in the original plan. The new proposal will
alter the estimate slightly. The separate wading pool
would eost about £287 made up as follows:—

|
|

£ s 4 £ s d
Farthworks 60 0 0o
Conerete 80 0 0
Clouerete  paving .. ..o 3T 100

Conerete kerb around the sand

pits 39 0 ¢
Washed sand . .. 4010 o
Contingeneies and Sundries 30 0 0

287 0 O

The services in connexion with the pool would cost
about £69, as under—

£ s 4 £ s d.
Brought forward .. 287 0 0
4-inch  east iron pipes for

draining the pool 25 0 0
Congrete  piping 16 10 ¢
Sump and Gratings &e. 100 0 0
Man  hole 5 06 0
Iniet and outlet valves 12 10 ¢

. 869 0 0O

Grand total 356 0 0O
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The annual cost of upkeep would be about £30. Of
that amount depreciation and interest represent £37,
the balance being for water, cleaning, and additional
gand, from time to time.

I felt that the estimates previously submitted could
be cheapened and I therefore revised them last night.
Instead of £23,000 for scheme A\ the revised estimate
is £20,900, or withont the wading pool £19,440. For
scheme B, with a separate wading pool the revised
estimate is £28200 in lien of £30,000 originally esti-
mated, ov without the wading poel £26,200. ,The new
shape of the pool will affect the .design of:the roof.
It 1z also proposed to surround the pool with a series
of plers having a 43-inch brick curtain wall with a
continuous beam on the top.

8. To Senator Reid—The baths would not interfere
with the proposed road approach from Commonwealth
Avenue teo the offices at Acton. The baths will be a
little over 100 vards from the proposed road. The
actual distance would depend on the site chosen for
the bridge, which cuunot be determined aceurately at
present.  The haths will be 1 park lands away from
any road or projected road or bridge approach. The
proposed site No. 2 1s probably one of the most inexpen-
sive sites for a bath. The land has a rock bottom and
she approaches can be ensily made. The bottom at
site No. 4 has not been specially tested, but we knew
that it would be all right. From the point of view of
accessibility and engincering problems, No. 4 site is the
second Dest of the sites proposed. The eost of making
approaches to site 4 would probably be less than in
the case of site 2. That is its only advantage over
site 2, It is situated on oue of the main 200 foot
avenues and the land slopes from the road. Parking
areas and roads conld eas:ly be made at site 4, whereas
at site 2 there would be more earthworks. Bite 2
would mean that the baths would be practically adjoin-
ing the proposed lake. Iudeed they could easily be
made right into the lake. That wonld mesan that there
would be uo aceess from the lakeside. Even if the
lake is not made there will be very little land between
the baths and the river bauk. On site 4 there is now
sufficient room for approaches on all sides, but that
site 1s also almost on the banks of the lake, so that if
the lake were formed, there would be no approach from
that side. There would be plenty of room for the
parking of carg i either case. At site 4 a parking
space could be provided between the bunildings and the
avenue, just the same as at site 2. There would be
no necessity fo drive between the baths and the lake.
There 1s a little plantation already in the vieinity.
Accessibility from the lake to the baths would not be
any advantage beeause bathers would have to go to
the turnstile to gei in. No. 4 site would provide 2
more gradual approach to the lake edge, whereas Ne.
2 site would mean & steep approach to the lake. In
cither ecase the spoil excavated could be used on the
site.  The land alongside site No. 4 is now heing
filled in. The extension from the fooipath from Hotel
Cauberra to the avenue facing No. 4 is now being
made. The cost of excavations will be much the same
in either case, but the No. 2 site would mean cheaper
scwer, water, and electric light connexions. Site No.
4 is further from the services than 18 No, 2. The
Clommission prefers covered to open air baths. The
difference between the capital costs of the two schemes
would not be great, but by coveriug the baths.and heat-
ing the water the premises could be used zllithe year
round. - The extra cost nvolved in reofing the pool
would be about £5,000. That expense would be justafied
if the pool were used all the year. It would cost about
£1,300 a vear to heat the baths during the cold months.
The cost of submarize lighting would not be very
great. 1t mevely means placing n few special lights
on the side of the haths below water level. With our
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_rounded by trees.

remarkably good Cotter water, the baths, if properly
lighted, would be very atiractive at night. There is
no need to cover the children’s wading pool, unless 1t
is desivous to heat the water in it. It would be better
for that pool to be in the open. If their wading pool
is in the vieinity of the baths, the children could be
practically under observatiou =all the time by the
atiendants at the baths. The weight. of evidence is
in favour of an open aiv wading pool. I have not
discussed with the Minister the terms on which school
children would be admitted to the baths. A good deal
will depend on the school currienlnm.  The usual
practice in other places is for the children to have one
free swimming lesson cach week during school hours.
If a charge is made, it will be a nominal one. The
idea is that the children attend the baths for one
swimming lesson weekly under the supervision of a
teacher. In some universities a degree is not confirmed
nuless the student 15 able to swim.

4. To Mr. Holloway.—The suggested sites have been
selected with a view to their accessibility. No. 7T site
wonld ba expensive because of the long distance from
the neeessary serviees. The cost of buildings would be
practically the same on all the sites with the exceptiou
of the additional expeuse fneurred in connecting water,
sewers, and electric Light. There i no need for the
wading peol to be in the vielnity of the baths. The
usual practice is to construct a wading pool in some
park wheve the children ¢an be wuder the observation
~f their parents. I thought that it would be a good idea
o provide at least oune wading pool for the children
f the adults are given a swimming pool, and that
hat wading pool could with advantage, be situnated
near the bhaths.  Site No. 2 will be a park in one
of the mast beautiful parts of Canberra. Even if
the lake scheme does not develep, it will still be a
beautiful place. Wading pools could be constructed in
any of the parks, but it seemed desirable to provide
something for the children when the requirements of
the adults were being met. The plan provides ample
facilities for the parking of vehicles, There will be
a road from Leunox-avenue and a parking area sur-
The parking area can be as big as
is required.  The whele proposition will take about
1 acre of ground. It Is proposed te provide parking
space in front of the building.

5. o Mr. Curtin—The roof of the baths will be
20 feet 6 inches high at the top of the walls, and
34 fect 6 inches to the ridge. Ample provision will
be made for the veutilation of the building. There
will always be a sufficient current of fresh air.

6. To Mr. Long—No. T site would be most expen-
sive beecause of its long distance from the sewer. The
cost of excavation on sites 2, 4, and 7 would be much
the same. The engineer’s veport regarding site 7 is that
the cost of connecting the necessary services would be
lieavy; moreover it iz net ou a main bus route. The
engineer’s report ou site 2 s that it is within an existing
plavtaiion; 1s already moderately sheltered and could
be sheltered still further; swrfuce drainage excellent;
satisfactory rock bottom and good aecessibility; on
main s routesy plenty of parking space; favorably
sitnated as regards sewer, water and electric power;
moderately  inexpensive site for construction, In
respect of site No. 4 the engineer reporte—about 1,000
feet west of Commonwealth offices, West Block; low
Iving land; within an area set apart for purk treatment;
we!l sheltered; surface drainage good; accessibility
geod, being 1,200 feet from a point served by all
bus routes, and near oue important bus route; ample
parking space; not so advautageous as sites 1 and 3
as regards sewer, water and electricity; no engineer-
ing diffieulzies in connexion with those services, but a
slightly longer length of line. The mazimum depth
of water suggested is 9 feet. The baths would be
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164 feet by 40 feet, giving a total area of 6,500 square
feet. The area of the baths is the same 1n each case.

T have not the exact distances of sites 2 and 4 from
the water main. There would be no engineering diffi-
culties in connexion with either site for services; it
15 merely a matter of distance. The estimates I have
submitted this morning were all prepared for site 2.
For a covered baths and withous a wading pool the
zost 1s estimated at £26,200, The cost of baths on site
4 would be the same apart from the extra cost of
connecting the services. The cost of upkeep would
be much the same in each case; there would probably
be a slightly greater charge for depreciation if the
capital cost were a little greater. 1 favour covered
baths because they could be used all the year round.
An open pool could not be heated satisfactorily without
considerable expense.

7. To Senator Sampson.—It would be poszible to
heat the water in opeu air baths, but the cost would
be considerable. I think that a good deal of mnight
swimming would be indulged in if the baths were
attractive, Submarme hghting would make them at-
ractive. I the bhaths were not heated they would
not be popular in winter.

3. T'o Mr. M. Cameron~—There has heen a very
definite agitation by the people of Canberra for proper
gwimming faeilities. If erected I feel sure that
the baths wonld be well patronized. There is a natural
prejudice against publie baths, but we hope to over-
pome that by making them attractive and ensuring
that the water will be clean at all times. There will
be a big demand for the baths for the use of school
children. Until we get the site definitely settled and
full details of the cost prepared, we cannot consider
the probable revenue from the baths. The policy of
the administration in respect of school children will
also have important bearings on the revenue. I cannot
at present give a reliable estimate of the revenme.

¢ To Senator Dooley—I1 kunow of no other batlis
which have been erected on similar Iines to the scheme
proposed here; but the plans have been prepared from
the hest and latest information obtainable from baths
experts in Victoria and America.

10. To the Chairman—In the Griffin plan provision

wag made for a hogpital on a blunt peminsula which

would project into the lake. M. Griffin’s plan pro-
vided for a road which cut off the peninsula and
practieally isolated the hospital. That plan has been
altered. When the high level hridge is constructed,
the road passing over it will cut into the site reserved
by Mr. Grifin for a hospital. It is not desirable
to have a main road in such ¢lose proximity to a
Logpital. The position of the present hospital is only
temporary, but it might become the permanent hospital
site. With slight modifications, the plan which has been
prepared for No. 2 site, could be adapted to any of
the seven sites suggested. Tests of the water iu the
Molongle. river are made every month by the miero-
biclogisy at the Syduey University. Any information
desired by the Committee in relation to those tests
cait be supphed. .

(Taken at Canberra.)
SATURDAY, 14»x DECEMBER, 1928,
Present:

Mr. Lacuy, Chairman;

Senator Reid | Mr. Curtin
Senator Sampson | My, Gregory
Mr. M. Cameron Mr. Holloway.

Williamn Maloney, secretary, Fire Brigade Amatenr
Swimming COlub, Canberra, sworn and examined.
11. To the Chairman—DLast year we had 63 mem-

bers in onr elub. I am aware that it is proposed to

build public baths in Canberra; but my club has made
10 representations on the matter, nor have we, as av
organization, formed any definite opinion regarding
baths, or where they should be placed. I have resided
in Canberra for about twenty years. As there werve
no public baths in Canberra, we decided to form a
swimming club, and take steps to improve the swim-
ming facilities in the Molonglo. We chose a place near
the power house, and improved it by catting away the
hank, building a platform: and putting up dressing
sheds. We were able to hold a swimming carnival,
and though it was not possible to make a charge, we
took up'a*collection among spectators which realized
£8 145, After that the river got very low, and a
warning was issued by the medieal authorities that it
wag unsafe to bathe in it. This year, however, there

iz an ample volume of water, and we have been con-

sidering holding another carnival. I feel confident that
open baths would be used all the summer, at least from
the beginning of November to the early part of March.
I should say that for nearly eight months of the year
it 1s too cold for swimming in unheated water. 1
should strongly recommend having the water heated,
50 that the baths might be uged in the winter time. I
should think that, in any ecase, even for summer bath-
ing, the water would need to be heated, because the
Cotter water is very cold, much colder than that in
the Molonglo.. I should say that public baths in
Canberra would receive a falr measure of support,
judging from the fact that 50 or 60 people attend our
swimming pool every Sunday during the warm seasoxn.
As to the proper charge for admission to the swimming
baths, I suggest that perhaps ls. might be fair; but
if the baths were warmed 1t might be posaible to charge
more. I am in favour of building baths such as could
be used for swimming cavnivals, races, &c. The fol-
towing is a list of some of the principal swimming
baths in Awustralia and other parts of the world, and
their dimensions—

e

MetroroLITAN BaTHS,

New Nouwth Wales.

Abbotsford .. .. 334 wvards course.
Balmain .. .. .. 50 ” »
Bronte .. . . 33, »
Bondi .. o .. 50 »s .
Coogee . 33, 42
Pomain .. .. ..o 110 - ,,
Maniy .. .. .. 50 - »
Tnterstate.
Adelaide (Fleteher's Dock} 110 » 1
Melbourne (St. Kilda) .. ..o 110 » »
Brisbane (Ithaca Baths) .. 25 " ”
Hobart (Sandy Bay) .. o 30 " R
TXTERNATION AL,

Antwerp (Belgium} .. .. .. 100 metres
Blackpool (England) .. .. .. 27 yards
Brighton (New York, Ameriea) .. 25 yards
Budapest {Hungary) 334 metres
Christiana.  (Norway) . .. 50 metres
Liverpool (England} .. . .. 125 yards
Honolule {Ameriea) .. .. .. 100 yards
Los Angeles (Amevien) .. .. 33% vards
Magdeburg (Germany) .. .. 2b metres
San Franciseo (America) . . 334 yards
Manchester (England) .. . 25 yards
Stockholm  (Sweden) 100  metres
Vienna ({Austria) 100 metres

Fifty yaxds is quite long enough for-the baths, but
they should be more than 40 feet wide. Seating accom-
modation for 150 people iz not sufficient. We had
300 people at cur last carnival, and there should be
accommodation for not less than that number at the
baths, I do not eare for the proposed site at Acton.
I favour a site somewhere between the Commonweslith
bridge and Beauchamp House, perhaps on the right
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- hand side just across the bridge. I would have no
objection t0 a site on the road to the Prime Minister’s
residence, close to the Secretariat. It has the advan-
tage of being on the ’bus route. - Of the other proposed
sites, I prefer that marked No. 8 on the map.

12. To Senator Reid—I do not think that the site
below the Acton Hotel would be convenient for people
at the Kingston end of the city, 1 admit that the
higher "bus fare from the Causeway would be a con-
sideration; but probably that would not worry those
who were keen to have a swim. The proposed site
No. 4, near the Secretariat, would, I thiuk, be quite
suitable, and I can urge no objections against it. It
would have the advantage of being on a single section
*bus route from any part of the city. From the point
of view of the swimmers there would be no
objeetion to it. I Jmow of mno advantage as-
sociated with the Aeton site, which would com-
pensate for the increased fares which people living
in distant parts would have to pay to get there. 1
think that 9 feet 1s gquite deep emough for the baths at
the deep end. I do not think that a great many people
would attend the baths in the winter time, even if they
were heated. It is oo cold in the winter time here.
No doubt some would attend, but not, I think, enough
to make it a paying proposition, No douhbt, if the
baths were enclosed and roofed, the atmosphere inside
would be warm, and this would atiract people to attend
at night, even 1n the winter. I should certainiy prefer
to have the baths covered 1n and heated in the winter.

13. To Mr. Comeron.—Our present swimming pool
is just below the power house and abhove the weir, where
the track crosses from Kingston to Duntroou. The
river is always flowing at this point. Last year, eveu
during the dry season, the water was always running
over the weir or through it
February that the warning was issued agaiust bathing
in the Molonglo, and the water was then at its lowest
point. I cannoi say what was wrong with the water;
but a motification wasz sent to the club that it was not
it for bathing in. The club immediately ceased its
activities. We are bathing there again this year, but
have taken no precautions to determine whether or not
the water is pure. It gets rather eold for hathing here
at the end of March, and regular bathing could not be
indulged in before the 1st November. If haths were
erected we should abandon our present pool altogether.
The trouble with the Molonglo is that, after 1 or 2
inches of rain, the water becomes very discoloured,
go that it 1s impossible to bathe in it in comfort. Last
year we had to postpone a caraival on this aecount.
Once the river becomes discoloured it takes a fortnight
or three weeks to clear.

14, To Mr. Gregory—It would not be practieable
to build baths on the Molonglo river, for the reasons
I have just stated. After rain the water becomes quite
thick. It would, I admit, be desirable to get repre-
sentative opinions upen the question of site; hut, so
far as our orgaunization is concerned, onr members have
drifted away since the bathing pool was condemned,
and we have now only those members who are attached
to the brigade. I suggest that the loeal citizens’ orga-
nization might be asked for its opimicn. It would be
a pity if a site were fixed, and the citizens ecomplained
of it afterwards. It would be difficult to get.a meeting
of ecitizens before Tuesday next, although it-might be
possible to call one on Monday. I should very much
like to see a paddling pool for ehildren attacked to the
baths. It should not be too far away from the swim-
ming pool, beeause parents might hike to take their
children to paddle, and use the swimming pool them-
selves, or watech while events were in progress there.

I think it was about .
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" place fairly regularly since.

‘being much population near it.

15. To Senator Reid~—Mr, Crapp is chairman of the
Canberra Citizens Association. There are a number
of progress associations in Canberra; but the Citizens
Association represents all the residents.

The witness withdrew.

lenry Gustavus Connell, Chief Civil Engineer to the
Commonwealth Department of Works, sworn and
examined,

16. T's the Chawrman—I have not seen the latest
plans for pubiic baths at Canberra, but I designed the
original lay-out, which the Federal Capital Commission
asked us to prepare. I am acquainted with the various
sites suggested for haths, and I am aware that the
Chief Commissioner recommends a site near Acton as
the most suitable. I do not entirely agree that this
1s the most suitable position. Personally, I think that
the baths should be where the population is. The pro-
posed site was selected because it was on a bus route,
but to me it has.the disadvantage that whoever goes
o the baths must travel to get there. In my opinion,
baths should be on a bus route, certainly, but in a
centre of population, so that at least half the people
attending them would be able to walk. I have examined
all the sites suggested, and two of them appeal to me.
Oue is near the Anglican Church, in the distriet of
Reid, and the other is in Ainslie. Anzac Parkway is
opposite the church, and anywhere in that park would
be a good place for the baths. Placed there they would
be in a grewing centre of population. A bitumen road
counects the district with the settlements on the
Kiugston side of the river, and a railway station will
eventually be built nearby. ‘

7. To Mr. Gregory—It is proposed to put a rail-
way station near this point and another at Civie Centre.

18. To the Chairman—~—The alternative site which
I favour is in the Ainslie school reserve. I am attracted
to that site because 1t 18 surrounded by a large popula-
tion, and because it is aceessible by bus. T have heen
closely assoclated with Canberra for a number of years.
[ came here originally in 1912, and for four years was
in charge of public works here. I have visited the
There is some doubt that
the site suggested by the Federal Capital Commission
for the baths would he in harmony with the plans
for the development of Canberra. I know of site No. 4
near the Prime Minister’s residence, and, to my mind,
it has ouly one thing to recommend it. It is on a bus
route, but it Is away from all centres of population,
aud T do not think there iz any prospect of there ever
Wherever the baths
are placed some people will be inconvenienced, and
will have te travel to them by bus, so the best thing
to do is to place them where the smallest number will
be inconvenienced. I have made a study of the con-
struetion of public baths in other countries. When we
were asked to submif a lay-out for baths we recognized
that it wonld have to stand eriticism in more than oge
way: When the propesal was first spoken of there was
a lively coutroversy m the Melbourne newspapers upon
the possibility ‘of epidemies being spread by people
attending public swimming baths. We were, therefore,
careful to obtain the best information we conld on the
lay-out of baths, and the preparation of water, &e. In
1925 the American Public Health authorities and
State savitary engineers formed a combined committee
which drew up standards for the design, construction,
and running of public baths. Those standards were
amended In October, 1927 ; they have been accepted by
a number of the States, and have been incorporated
in their sanitary code. I wrote to the United States
of America and obtained a copy of them, In order to
be on the safe side, I followed the standards closely
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in the lay-out of the baths for Canberra. The follow-
ing ave extracts which I have made from the final
report of the joint committee on bathing places in the
United States of America —

JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
PROMOTING HYGIENE AND PUBLIC BATHS. VOL.
X., 1928.

[Extracts from Final Repovt of Joint Commitiee on Bathing
Places. of Conference of State Sanitary Bngineers and
Public Health Engineering Section of Ameriden Public
Health Association (Cincinnatti, 18th October, 1927}.]

Layout.~The layout or arrangement of entrances and exits
of the pool-room in relation to dressing-rooms, showers and
toilets must be such as to enforee proper routing of bathers.
Coming from the dressing-room a bather should he required to
pass the toilets and go through the shower-room before
arriving at the pool entrance. Bathers should leave the pool-
room through a scparate exit leading to toilets and dressing-
rooms. Ample room wust be provided for Afilters. All
vecireulation piping, inlet and outlet valves, &c., must he
located where they will be readily accessible. The chlorine
apparatus should preferably be located in a glass enclosure
in the pool-room.

Design-—Blope of bottoin of any part of pool where water
less than 6 feet deep must not be more than 1 foot in each
15 feet. ®Side and end walls vertieal. White or Hght
eoloured tiles for lining—round ecorners. Swimming lanes
marked in bottom with black tiles. Markings showing depths
in 1-ft. increments on hoth sides of pool.

Load.~——Average space requirements of an adult swimmer
{allowance for one-third of swimmers being on shore)
27 square feet to be provided. The total number of bathers
uging a pool during any period of time shall not exceed 20
persons for each 1,000 gallons of eclean water added during
that period.

Inlets and Outlets.—All pools should be provided with an
outlet at the deepest end of sufficient size to permit the pool
to be completely drained in four hours. Outlet opening in
the Hoor should be at Ieast four times area of discharge pipe
to reduce currents. The opening must be covered with proper
grating.  In rectangular pools multiple outlets should he
provided when the pool is more than 20 feet wide. Outlets
should be spaced not meore than 20 feet apart and not more
than 10 fest from side walls. All inlets should be in shallow
water end and not more than than 1 feet below water line.

Soum Guiters should extend cowmpletely round the pool.
The design of seum gutters shounld be such that matters
entering them will not bhe washed out by a sudden surge of
entering water aud that danger of bathers catching arms or
legs in them be reduced to a minimum. The edge of a scum
gutter should be designed to serve as & handhold for bathers.
Gutters should, therefore, be sufficiently deep that bathers
fingers will not reach the bottom. Sufficient opening must
he provided to permnit mechanical cleaning of the gutters.

Draicage outlets should be provided every 10 feet. Projec-
tion into pool should not he more than 2 inches.
Bteps.—Treads should be of non-slip material. Should not

project into peel. Should have hawdrail round top at run-
way.

Runways or Sidewelks—Slope of 1 inch to 1 foot—smooth
and easily cleaned, but nen-slip. Edge should hbe rounded.
High tight walls alould encirele runways.

Tigitors’ (Galleries—Must be absolute separation of space
used by apectators and that used by bathers. There should
be no means by which bathers can enter space reserved for
spectators, or vice versa.  Visitors’ quarters must have
separate entrance, (alleries for spectators should not over-
kang any portion of pool. Floor and foot rail of pallery
should be of tight construction to prevent dirt tracked in
from getting inte the pool. Gallery floor and seats regularly
washed,

Digsging-rooms—Floors  swooth, impervious, 1 inch to
1 foot rounded joints. Walls smooth and impervious. Par-
titions should terminafe 4 inches ghove floor. Lockers
vermin-proof.

Showers, Tailets, and Levutortes—Hot and cold water with
adequate number of showers (1 to 40 bathers at maximum
load). Foot trough with running water. One W.C. to 40
women, and oie W.C. and one urinal to 60 men. Lavatory
basing handy, one to 60.

Lighting, Ventilation, and Heating—Lighting must be suck .

as to light every portion of pecl-room without dazzle. For
day lighting, area of skylight or windows should be at least
one-half the area of the pool-room. Good ventilation com-
pulsory, but no direct draught on bathers. Poolaroom and
all dressing-rooms, shower-room, and toilets should be heated
to temperature between 70 degrees F. and 75 degrees F.
Thermostatie eontrol of the temperature is desirable. Water
about 72 degrees F. The temperature of the air should net

be more than 8 degrees F. warmer mor more than 2 degrees F.
colder than the water in the pool. For hest results air about
5 degrees F. warmer than pool.

Recirveulation.—System designed to provide a turnover at
least twice per 24 hours and preferably three times or more.

Pumps.

Haircatcher.

Water Heater.

Hilters,

Piping Systeni.

Suction Cleaner.

Disinfection ~Disinfect with eklerine and maintain in pool
water at all times a residuel- amount of disinfectant to
sterilize immediately any dangerous poliution disseminated
by bathers., If algae give trouble use copper sulphate as well
as chlorine.

Chemical and Physteal Quality of Pool Water—The amount
of excess chlorine in the water at all times shall not be less
than .01 p.pan nor more than .5 p.pm {ortho-tolidin). When
sulphate of alumina is used the water at all times must show
an alkaline reaction. Tests must be made every day. The
water must always be sufficiently clear that the hottom of the
pocl is visible.

Baeteria.—Not more than 10 per cent. of samples covering
any considerable period shall contain more than 1,000 bacteria
per ce. No single sample shall contain more than 5,000
bacteria per ¢.c. Not more than two out of five samples
collected on the same day, or not more than three out of any
ten consecutive samples collected on different dafes shall show
a positive test (B. coli} in 10 c.c. of the water at times
when pool iz in use.

Our firgt task was to determine the size of the pool,
and on that point, we consulted various swimming
authorities in Melbourne, including Mr, Beaurepaire.
He told us that the pool should be of sueh s size as to
be snitable for racing under standard conditions. That
is why we chose one 50 metres long. The usual width
of each swimming lane has been fixed at § feet, but
My, Beaurepaire was emphatic that swimmers were too
eramped in that space, especially the swimmer who
got behind, The overseer of the Melbourne City Baths
told us that for cleaning the baths a suction cleaner
was used, and that 40 feet was the maximum
width in  which it could be employed. There-
fore, we fixed on 40 feet for the width, which allows
& swimming lane of 8 feet 8 inches for each of six swim-
mers. The swimming authorities told us that we
should be careful to insist upon a rectangular pool,
because swimmers, when racing, always tend to follow
tle side of the baths; it was diffieult for them to keep
a straight course when the shape of the baths was other
than rectangular. We made the baths 9 feet deep at
one end, and 3 feet at the other for the use of non-
swimmers. The baths are not in any sense for wash-
ing purposes, but purely for swimming. The size of
the baths having heen determined, that also fized the
number of people who could be accommodated.  Ae-
cording to the standard rules laid down each swimmer
should have 27 square feet of water space, so that the
maximum number of persons allowable in baths of this
size would be 240 at a time.  But because a proportion
of those using the baths would be non-swimmers, the
total number using the pool at one time might be
increased. The standard provides for twenty bathers
for every 1,000 gallons of freshly added water per hour.
As we intend to have 30,000 gallons of freshly added
water an hour, these baths could carry a load of 600
persons. We followed the standard in all particulars,
in the areas of the dvessing rooms, the route of the
swimmers passing in and out, and the situation of such
fixtures as were necessary. The details, of course, we
designed from our own experience. No matter which
site 1s chosen, my lay-out can be followed. Qur esti-
mate.of the cost was only tentative, because we made
only a lay-out; we did not go into particulars. The
actual construetion of the building was left to the Com-
mission. We wers asked to design open baths, and we
designed ar open pool which could be converted into a
closed one.  The annual cost of running the open baths
for_six months of the year we estimated at £780, ex-
cluding interest on the cost of construetion. The annual
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cost of upkeep for closed baths with lieating installed
would be about £2,400. It is very difficult to estimate
what the probable revenue would be. We realized that
the number of persons regularly using the baths would
not be sufficient to pay for upkeep. We did think,
however, that when a swimming clab was formed im-
portant national and international swimming events
might be held at the baths, and in that way a largely
increased return would be foxtheoming. I do not think
that the establishments of baths in an area would attract
vesidents to that place contrary to the intentions of the
designers of the city.

19. To Mr. Curtain—I do not think that it would
be neariy so difficult to keep the water clean in closed
baths as in open ones. QOur experience of the weather
during the last few days has convinced me that it is
cleaner under cover than outside. According to our
plans the water in the baths would be completely filtered
every eight hours. If dust is continnally blowing into
the water the tendency of the filters to elog with mud is
much greater. The height of the roof above the pool as
shown in the plans appears to me to be sufficient. Oue
radical alteration in the lay-out, as I designed it, is
the inclusion of a wading pool in the plans before me.
I think that 18 inghes is too deep for a wading pool,
but -otherwise I agree with the design. A wading pool
is essentially for the open air, whereas a swimming bath
is better enclosed. I would make the wading pool with
sloping sides, cireular in shape, aud at no place deeper
than 12 inches.

20. To Mr. Uemeron.—I think that the Ainslie dis-
triet is destined eventually to carry the greatest popu-
lation in Canberra because, aceording to the lay-out of
the eity, the Civie Centre is in that area.  The popu-
lation there is already greater than in any other one
district, although it is not, of course, greater than that
of all the other districts together. I should not like to
prophesy that the Causeway settlement will eventually
disappear, bus it will, I think, be reduced in size as time
goes ou. It is probably true that there ave not many
persons at the Clauseway with private means of
transport, but other methods of transport should be
adequate to serve them. The existing voad over the
low level bridge joining Kingston to Ainslie will dis-
appear when the city plan is {ully developed, but there
will be another one close to it which will take its place.
i1 the lay-out for the baths, as designed by me, accom-
modation was provided for seating 500 spectators in a
gallery. This gallery was to be situated over the dress-
ing sheds and entrance, and we had made arrange-
ments that, on partieular oceasions another 400 persons
could be accommodated on temporary seats around the
swimming pool itself. A margin of 5 feet would be
kept clear next to the pool. I canunof say what the
accommodation is for spectators at the Melbourne city
baths, but I should think it is well over 1,000, There
are long galleries on each side of the pool. In view of
the fact that these baths are to serve the needs of the
capital eity of Australia, and may be the venue of
mmportant international swimming matehes, seating ac-
sommodation for only 130 is inadequate. 1 should
rather have no gallery at all than one which would seat
only 150 persons. From an examination of the plan,
1 do not think that the gallery, as provided, could be
extended. However, there is still 15 feet of space
around the pool, and oun speeial occasions portion of
this could be railed off, and aecommedation provided
for a further 400 or 500 people, _

21, Fo Mr. Gregory~1 think that in years to come
some sort of inter-suburban railway servipe will be
justified in Canberra. Tkere will be a railway station
at Civie Centre, and it could be arranged that trains
should run at stated intervals during the day. There
would probably be sufficient traffie offering to warrant
their being 2un in the morning and evening, at any

rate. 1 should not like, of course, to commit myself
on the point as to whether or not such a service would
be likely to be called for within the next ten or fifteen
yeurs. The tentative estimate of cost for baths, ac-
cording to my plan, was £15,000 for open baths, and
£23,000 for closed baths. When I went into the matter
afterwards, I decided that £2,000 should be added to
each estimate. My plans provided for the filtration of
water and heating. Because the same water is cirveu-
lating all the time in an enclosed area it loses {from 3
to 4 degrees of heat, and that heat has to be made up
agaln.  The water will be kept at a temperature of
about 72 degrees. We propose to pass a certain amount
of the cirenlating water through a cast iron boiler,
heated either by oil or coke fuel. The water runs out
of the tank by gravity, and passes through what we
call a hair catcher in a bag eylindrical machine with slits
one thirty-second of an inch wide. It passes from there
into a sump from which it is pumped by an electrically
driven centrifugal pump into a mixing chamber in
which is some coagulating agency, usnally sulphate of
alumina. From there the water runs over sand
filters. We designed multiple filters in six divisions,
each 3 ft. 8 in. deep. The filtering material consists of
24 inches of sand, and 18 inches of graded gravel divided
by a wire mesh with 100 divisions to the square ineh.
The water passes over the top of the filters, and runs
through them. It passes through the filters at the rate
of 120 gallons to tie square foot per hour. In order
that the whole of the water may be circulated every
8 hours, it is Becessary to pass it through the filters at
the rate of 30,000 gaHous au hour. To do that, we re-
quire 250 square feet of filtering avea. Six filters will
be installed, but only five of an area of 250 square feet
each are necessary to deal with the water in the time
stipulated. There will be one spare filter, and this will
be used to relieve the others in turn while they are
being cleaned. This is done by pumping the effiuent
from five filters back through the other one.  The pro-
ecss can be carried on indefinitely, and the water itseif
can be kept quite good for six months. In faect, water
put straight into a tank is not good swimming water
for about three days. Even the Cotter water would not
be clear enough at first. Water in swimming tanks
which has been used countinuously by 2,000 people 2 day
tfor three months is still quite clear—so clear, in fact,
that it is possible to see a small spot on the tiles on the
bottom of the tank. In this plan the filters are situated
at the end of the baths opposite to the entrance. The
filters are ouly 10 feet by 5 feet, with 4 inch walls
between them. I do not think that open baths would be
very much availed of by people in Canberra except on
very good days in the summer. For six months of the
year people would not go near them, and on wild, windy
days even in the summer, they would not be very well
patronised.  The revenue derived would be much
greater from closed baths. I prefer not to offer any
opinion on the architectural plans submitted: It is
right out of my line. My work is wiilitarian, not orna-
mental,

22. Ty Senator Reid—The water in the baths is not
changed three times a day. It is the same water which
is continvously running ont and running in again at a
rate which empties and fills the baths three times a day.
In some baths the water circulates completely only once
a day, but we found that by having the water circulate
three times a day we could increase the mwmber of
pecple using the baths.  The number who may use
the baths is determined according to a formula under
the standards T have quoted. The water is not only
cleared, but sterilized also. The filtering of the water
makes it elear and transparent, but does not stevilize it.
Sterilization is effected by the process of chlorination.
After the water has been clilorinated it is better and
purer for bathing purposes even than the water from
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the Cotter itself. According to plans prepared by the
Commisgion, provision is made for a small gallery for
spectators at the end of the building. It would be
possible to have a gallery along one side with dressing
sheds underneath, but the lay-out would kave to be
altered. In some of our earber trial designs we did
make provision for a gallery along the side, but we
came to the conclusion that it would be too expensive,
By utilizing the area around the pool, I think it might
be possible to get as many as 1,000 speetators into the
building, and that might be all that would be needed.
That could be done with the present design. It wounld, of
course, be done only on special occasions, and the place
would be thoroughly cleansed before the baths were
used again. There is no reason why the baths could
not be built in such a way that galleries could after-
wards be built along the sides if necessary. Personally,
I think that nearly everyone would avail themselves of
baths if they were built. The transport problem could
be overcome by the buses Issuing bath tickets, which
would enable bathers to travel two sections for the price
of one, and which would give zceess to the baths also. I
think most people would use the baths at night rather
than when they knocked off work in the afterngon,

23, To the Chatrman—-1 certainly think that the
wading pool should he in the open air. It need not be
a very expensive affair, but it should be in the sun-
shine. The water would not need the same treatment
as for the swimming pool. For the wading pool it
would be necessary only to draw the water off and fill
the pool again. I do not think the wading pool should
have anything to do with the swimming baths. It could
be built somewhere among the trees, or in someé park
area accessible to the ehildren. If necessary, more than
one paddling pool could be built. They could be placed
wherever they were wanted. ,

24. To Senafor Reld.~—An ordinary concrete bottom
would do for the bathing pool. The swimming pool,
of course, should be tiled. I do not think it would be
acdvisable to place sand over the concrete hottom of the
wading pool. It would make it very difficult to keep
the pool cleau, and sand would tend to clog the pipes.

(Taken at O anberra.)

MONDAY, 16ra DECEMBER, 1929,
Present:

Mr. Lacry, Chairman;

Senator Dooley Mr. Curtin
Senator Reid ‘ Mr. Gregory
Senator Sampson Mr. Holloway
My, M. Cameron Mr. Long.

John Samuel Crapp, president of the Citizens League,
Canberra, sworn and examined.

25. To the Chairman.—The provision of public baths
for Canberrn has occupied the attention of my league
for some considerable time. We consider a public
swimming pool a necessity in the interests of the ris-
ing generation, and we believe that if the State of the
finances will not, at the moment, permit of adequate
arrangements being made, it would be better to allow
the matter to stand in abeyauce rather than that the
people should have to put up with some makeshift
arrangement. The public baths for Canberra should
be in keeping with the ideals of the Capital City. If
the proposal were to counstruct baths to be used for
only the summer months, I should say that an open-
alr swimming pool wonld be preferable; but we take
the view that further expenditure on an enclosed pool
which could be heated during the winter months would
be justified. I have had experience of three summers
in Canberra, and T feel sure that open-air baths would

F.3502 —2 '

9

_proposed charges for admission.

not be used for more than three or four months in each
year. If the baths were enclosed ané heated artificially
they could be used throughout the year, and in this way
entertainment as well as recreation, could be provided
for the eifizens. We have discussed this subject at
a number of public meetings, and the commitiee of the
league has considered several suggested sites. The most
suitable location, in our opinion, would be in the
vicinisy of site number 7. We helieve that site number
2, suggested by the Commission, will not meet the needs
of the future population. At present there is no bus
route near site number 7, but we have every reason
to believe that one will be established before long to
enable the people of North Aluslie to reach the shop-
ping centre at Kingston by & move direct route. This
would take buses past the site which we suggest for
the baths, Morggver, we claim that number 7 will be
equidistant and within walking distance of the two
large publie schools. There is a strong feeling among
residents in the northern suburbs that a more direct
bus route should be provided for those who wish to shop
at Kingston. At present, it takes them from three-
quarters of an hour to one hour to make the journey.
A bus route passing near to site number 7 would re-
duge the time to about twenty miuutes or twenty-five
minutes. We consider that, from the point of view of
the population in, say ten or fifteen years, site number
7 is the best. Site number 4 would be convenient for
school children from Telopea Park school, bur in-
convenient for children attending the Ainslie school.
I may add that my committee has considered this
matter more from the point of view of the needs of
schoo! children than adults. We have not discussed the
We do not approve
of the Acton site, because we believe that in time the
Commission will be sueceeded by some other form of
government and in all probability the Commission
offices will be removed, so publiz baths located in that
vieinity would vot then meet the needs of the people.
My committee has not considered the probability of
the layout of the city being interfered with by the
selection of site number 7, but the actual design has
been departed from in wminor respeci on several
oceasions, and I cannot see how a swimming pool on
site number 7 will seriously affect the layout of the
city. I do not approve of a location in the vieinity
of Oivie Ceutre. A wading pool for small children
should be provided adjacent to but not actually as part
of the public baths, because of the danger of small
children wading into water beyond their depth.

26. To Mr, Clurtin.—We believe that in a few years'
time site number 7 will more nearly meet the require-
ments of the capital than any of the other locations
mentioned. The majority of the citizens own motor
cars. Therefore we think that the convenience of those
peeple living in the weatherboard area, and at the
Clanseway, which may be regarded as industrial centres,
ghould be considered in fixing on the site for the public
baths herc. Beeause of the scattered nature of settle-
ment in Canberra, there will be very little early morn-
ing swimming unless provision is made for more than
one swimming pool. My committee wonld not approve
of any proposal for a makeshift, We believe that 1t
would Dbe better for all concerned to expend, say,
£30,0600 on an up-to-date swimming pool, one that
could be heated in winter time and made in every way
attractive; than to spend £7,000 or £8,000 on two swim-
ming pools for summer bathing ouly. Unless the pool
is heated it will not be used for more than four months
in each year. I hLave not had experience of similar
convenlences in other eities, but I am sure that public
baths here will not be suecessful without heating and
protection from the cold winds. In: 8ydney, where
most of the swimming is done in the open sea, men
and women indulge in this recreation for at least eight



ArchivesACT Research Guide

10

months in the year. T am familiar with the conditions
in the Armidale distriet. The baths there are mnot
heated for winter swimming. Consequently, they are
used only during the summer months. 1 would not
think of pliunging into the water for six months of the
year in Canberra unless I knew it had been heated.
If we have enclosed baths and provision for heating,
the people will be encouraged to use them fairly ex-
tensively in winter, and after business hours at night.
So far as I am aware there is no instruction in gwim-
ming at any of our public schools during the winter
months besause the conditions then are noi favorable.
Because of the climatic conditions at Canberra, pro-
vision must be made for the protection of bathers from
the cold winds.

87. To My. Long—My committee considers that the
additional outlay on euclosed baths and provision for
heating the water in winter will be fully justified. Even
during the last few days we have had unusually cold
winds whieh would deter bathers from entering the
water unless they had some form of protection.
first preference is for site mumber 7; my second for
number 4, and my third for number 2. Number 7 site
will be within fifteen minutes walking distance of both
the large public schools. T believe that, if the swirmming
pool is artificially heated it will be largely used in the
winter. I1f I were considering this proposal from the
point of view of private enterprise, I should not hesi-
tate for & moment. I should decide in favour of an
enclosed swimming pool and arrange for artificial heat-
ing. I do not think that public baths will be in the
nature of a nine-days’ wonder, because Canberra is
different from many other inland centres, in that it has
not so many attractions, so a well-organized swim-
ming club should be able to cater for the entertainment
of the people as well as the recreation of its mem-
bers. I feel sure that the Government will be justified
in authorizing the additional expenditure necessary to
construet an enclosed swimming pool, as against open
baths.

28. To Mr., M. Cameron—Unless we have an en-
ciosed swimming pool it will be used for only a short
period eack year. The change in temperature during
summer is not always so drastic as we have experienced
during the last few days, and usually a cold chénge
lasts for only 24 or 48 hours. Under present conditions,
number 4 site, near the Hotel Canberra, would be con-
venlent, and that is my second choice. If the lake
scheme for the city area were carried out, the present
crossing over the Molonglo in the vicinity of St. John's
church would disappear. So if the public baths were
located at number 7 site people who wished to reach
it from the eastern part of the city area would have
to make a considerable detour unless, as we anticipate,
other crossings were made to the eastward of the lake
scheme.

29. To Mr., Gregory—If the lake scheme were car-
ried out and if there were no other crossings provided,
I should prefer No. 4 site, but that 1z looking a long
way ahead. If arrangements could be made to con-
struet the baths so as to allow of further improvements
such as enclosing and heating subsequently, it might
be advisable to carry out the scheme 1n that way; but
unless the water is heated during the eolder months
the swimming pool will not be used for more than three
or four months of each year, The swimming pool in the
Molonglo was well patronized last summer until the
public were warned by the Public Health Department
that the water was unsafe.

30. To Senator Dooley—Site No. 7 ig about the
same distance from both public schools. At present,
No. 2 site is.avell-served by a bus route, but it i3 quite
possible that in-seven or eight years’ time, because of
the increase in populdtion, there will be an urgent

My -

demand for greater bathing facilities.. There is a
swimming pool in the Cotter river helow the dam, but
it 1s fifteen miles distant, and is not used to any extent
except by those who own motor cars. We are more
concerned about the school children than the adult
population. o

31. T'o Senator Reid—There have been no swimming
facilities to speak of available in Canberra since the
transfer of public servants. A swimming pool on site
No. 4 would be convenient for all public servants em-
ployed in the various secretariats, but I imagine that
the majority, instead of going for a swim immediately
after office hours, would prefer to go home and change
into suitable clothes and then return to the baths.
Under present conditions, No. 4 site is the most con-
venient, but we are thinking of the future and we believe
that No. 7 will more nearly meet the requirements of
the people. If the baths were enclosed and the water
keated it would be possible to arrange for swimming
carnivals, and in this way add to the revenue. There
is practically no other form of cntertainment avail-
able to the people apart from the regular outdoor sports
such as cricket, foothall and tennis. Canberra has no
parallel in Australia. In Sydney, Melbourne and.
other capital cities the people have ample opportunities
for sea bathing, and the populations of such cites as
Bendigo, Ballarat and Kalgoorlie and towns like Albury
and Orange differ materially from that of Clanberra.
In this city, the majority are public servants. A con-
siderable percentage of those transferred to this eity
have been accustomed to open air sea bathing. With
them it 1s a pastime and they feel the lack of it here.
The extent to which the public baths will be used in
the winter months by school ehildren will depend upon
the enthusiasm of the teachers. Certainly it would
not pay to heat the swimming pool if only a small
number of people used it in the winter months. Tt
would be impossible, without taking a referendum, to
ascertain on how many days it would be used by the
people generally. Personally, I would not commit
myself, at this stage, to the advecacy of establishing two
swimming pools in the city area. I am putting forward
the views of my committee and I am not prepared
to depart from them without instructions.

32. To Mr. Holloway~I1 think that medical and
scientifie authorities are agreed that sun-baking is as
important as swimming for the premotion of health,
but I suggest that, because of the climatic conditions
in the Territory, it is not advisable to establish open-
air baths, It 1y, I think, desirable to make adequate
provision against the ¢old winds experienced in Can-
berra. The housing facilities of the people here are
supposed to be up to date, and I have no doubt that
in no other city in Australia are the inhabitants so
well catered for as in Canberra in the matter of
private baths and perhaps hot water services. The
majority of public servants may be regarded as indoor
employees and under ordinary climatic conditions
would prefer open-air bathing and sun baking; but
unless we provide enclosed baths and arrange to
have the water artificially heated the swimming pool
will not be used to any great extent except during
the summer months. 1t is not suggested that the
revenue from the users of the baths will be sufficient
to meet interest and maintenanvce costs, because, like
every other public utility in Canberra, the swimming
pool should be planned for the meeds of the future
population. QOur water supply scheme, electric light
services, and sewerage system have been designed to
meet the needs of a population of 50,000. It would
be unjust to expect the present generation of users
of any of these services to provide all the revenue neces-
sary for the payment of interest, maintenance and
sputribution to the sinking fund.

The witness withdrew,
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Lewis Windermere Nott, Medical Practitioner,
Superintendent of Canberra Hospital, sworn and
examined.

33. Ts the Chavrman~—L am aware that there is z
general desire among the citizens of Uanberra, for the
establishment of public ‘baths fu this city, and T am
familiar with the several sites suggested. I prefer the
site at Anzac-parkway, near St. John’s Church on the
Ainslie side. Because of the climatic conditions obtain-
g in Canberra, the swimming pool should be en-
slosed: This will make it difficult to provide for sun-
baking except at largely inereased cost. TUnless the
pool is artificially heated it will not be used for more
than about three months in each year. I do mot antici-
pate that any injurious effects will result from bathing
in a heated pool, for T assume that the temperature
of the water will not be raised sbove 64 degrees; and
bathing in that temperature would be econducive to
better health in the commmunity. I assume, also, that
in the interests of the public health, persons using
the pool will be required first to use the showers and
footbaths, and a regulation may be proiauigated for-
bidding bathers from usiig thelr own costuiges. I
understand thdt the most modern methods for the £k
tration and chlorination of the water will be employed,
and provided aeration is efficient, there shouid be no
rigk to bathers. I imagine that the changing of the
water wll be governed by bacteriological tests. Only
four changes a year would appear t6 be insufficient.
I understand that the swimming pool will be 164 feet
long by 40 feet wide. It will be a bit narrow, but 1
understand that 40 feet has been fized, becatise it will
enable the pool to be effectively cleansed by suetion.
The seating accommodation proposed 1s inadeguate.
In my- opinion, i3 should be at least double; there
should be provision for at least 800 people. I do not
approve of a wading pool for children in combiration
with a public baths, These wading pools could be
provided more suitably at popular pienic resorts and

- other convenieént locations. I should not like to see
the baths established on No. 4 site as I believe that a
recreational bullding like that suggested should not be
m the immediate vicinity of the group of permarent
piblic buildings. From an aesthetic point of view,
this is not desirable aiid moreover the traffic to and
from the baths and the noise of children and young
people in the water would not be in keeping with the
general atmosphere 1i the heart of the capital city.
Sun—baklng is possible for only a limited time eachi yesr
in Canberra. I believe, therefore, that dn enclosed

gwimming podl would be more attractive than opex air

baths combiued with couveniences for sun-baking.

84. To Mr. Long—I am pelfecﬂy sure that from
the point of view of physical development, the estab-
lishment of public baths in Canberra is an urgent
necessity. Al children should be taught the ari of
swimming and receive instruction in effisient principles
of 11fe—sav1ng Enclosed baths with water artificially
heated will be patronued to a much greater extent than
an open-air swimming pool. Suubakmg i regarded
as being beneficial to health bot in my Judgment it
is much over-done nowadays The rapid climatic
changes in Canberra would militate against the
sticcess of open-air bathmg High external walls
around an open-air swimming pool would not
meet  the case, because the dust-laden atmos-
phere would quwkly contamninaie the swimming pool
and render frequent eleansing imperative. If the baths
are enclosed, and the temperature of the water is raised
to between 0 and 70 degrees, the air temperature in
the baths will correspond to the temperature of the
water 8o that it will not be necessary to have additiomal
artificial Lieating in the building itself, and if sound
architectiral principles are followed, the ventilation

il

should be quite satisfactory. For the type of popila-
tion we have in Canberva, facilities are reqiiired for
bathing all the vear round:

35. o Mr. M. Cameron.—I consider this provision
lictessidry in thie interests of health aid for the recrea-
tioil of the people. Swithming shotld be included in the
currictiut 6f all the sclicols. The Molonglo swimming
pool last year was condemned as being unsafe, from a
hedlth poiiit of view. The water in the proposed
publie bathis will be filtered and chlorihated, and its
purity will be determined by bacteriological éxamina-
tioni at frequent intervals. This will be the responsi-
bility of the Board of Health, The frequency with which
the water should be changed will be determined by the
nutber of people using the pool. Filtration will cleanse
the water bf all subpended matter, but if the pool 15 not
eiiclosed, dust fhay settle in the water and éontaminate
it subsequent fo filtration. Duststormis ave fairly pre-
valeiit at this tirhe of the year, so I arn absolutely cer-
tail that, in the interests of public health, fhe baths
should be euclosed.

36. 7o Mr. Gregory—=When the committee, of which
I was a member, investigated this proposal some time
ago; it is estimated that there would be 600 ticket
holdel's, members of the swimming club, and that it
would be necessary to provide transpoert facilifies for
school children attending for the purpose of instruction.
Wkhen we agreed iipon the site which I have recom-
mended, [ was under sthe irmpression that the lake
system would not materialize for another 25 o¥ 30 Fears,
and that the population would then Lave increased to
stich an extent that there would bé a demand for gwim-
ming pools oh both sides. I assiine that arrangements
will be made for the transport of all children to the
baths, The present low-level bridge giving access to
the site which I recommsnd is at times under water. I
understind that the Christian Brothers will build a
sehool on théir site north of the river so that there will
be schools at the extreme northern and extreme southern
end of the Federal Capital avea. That being so, the
site at Anzac-parkway should be the most convenient
from the point of view of all the schools: My second
preference 1s for No. 4 gite; but; as I Have said, I should
not like to see a public baths exécted in olose proxumty
to the monumental publie buildings. I assume that the
filtration plan will provide for the adequate agltatmn
and aeration of the water, but I do not knew under
what pressure the water will be forced tlirough the filter
beds. I- assuine that aetation will take place
in the filter beds. Efficient filters will deal with the
bulk of the suspended matter which would lodge in the
water as .the result of duststorms, and ehlormatlon
will prevent algae from mailtiplying. 1 should prefer -
the wading pools to be established in well-known pienie
spots or some of the public réserves convenient to the
residential areas, and I suggest that the water should
rot be wiote than 18 inehes deep.  There should xot
be much danger of contamination of the water from
the dust off visitors shoes, if additional temporary ac-
commodation were provlded at the baths for speeisl
otedilons such as carnivals.

37. To Senator Dooley.~—1f provision is to be made
for sunbaking, I suggest that it should not be in con-
nexion with the baths; béeause not a few people object
to others indulging in this practice. Arrangements
could be made, I suppose, for sunbaking en the roof of
the batks, but probably that would mean additional
expendituré on foundaticns to eédrry the flat roof.

38. To fenator Reid—Y am absolutely certain that
satisfactory adrrangemenis could be made for three
swimming carnivals in the season.  These would
attraet good attendances, thereliy adding to the revénune
of the baths, The expenses need not be heavy, because
most of the gwimmers are amateurs, and are not paid
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appearance luoney.  Winter swimming would be
largely in the nature of an experiment, but I feel cer-
. tain that if it were encouraged, an increasing number
“of people would eontinme with what is at present re-
garded as a summer recreation. Winter swimming is
really a cultivated sport, and the numbers taking part
in it would progressively increase, especially if swim-
ming becomes part of the currienlum of our schools.
The children of the average parvents have multifarious
duties to perform, but I am sure that, if transport facili-
ties were provided, there would not be serious objection
on the part of parents to swimming being included
in the sehool eurriculum. In my opinion, a consider-
able number of public servants would patronize the
baths in the luncheon hour, This is the experience in
metropolitay centres. I assume also that, if the baths
are properly equipped, there will be a great deal of
night swiinming. I agree that at present No. 4 sile
woild suit the couvenlence of the majority of the people,
but from an aesthetic poing of view the erection of pub-
liec baths there would detract from the general effect
conveyed by the momunental publie buildings. T assume
it will be obligatory on the part of the health authorities
to see that the water conforms to the established
staudards in counexion with public baths. Parliament
will be fully justified in authorizing the expenditure of
about £30,000 on up-to-date baths for Canberra.

39. To Mr, Curbin--Lt iz desirable that meodern
bathing facilities should be available in all large
centres, and I am surprised that a town the size of
Goulburn, has not made provision for winter swim-
ming, whick I regard as an important recreation for
the people.  There is swimming all the year round in
many cities in New South Wales, and even in London.
It 1s, I admit, a cultivated sport, and the people should
have been encouraged to acquire it. I agree that the
success of the baths in Canberra will depend largely
upon the transport facilities provided. If, instead of
erecting central baths at a cost of £25,000 or £30,000 it
were possible to provide two swimming poels in the
vieinity of the two public schools at Ainslie and
Telopea Park, and if these pools were reasonably acces-
sible to the people generally, the needs of the people
would be met for three or four months in the year,
sssuming that the water were drawn from the Cotter
River; but T consider that even with the ineonvenience
of transport eme up-to-date swimming pool eguipped
for all the year swimming would be more acceptable to
the people. The people would prefer to have something
in which they could take a pride. With a well equipped
public bhaths we should have a healthy swimming eclub,

and the people would then be encouraged to indulge -

in this recreation for a considerable period each year.

40. To the Chatrman.—The sides as well as the
bottom of the baths should be tiled. I had an oppor-
tuhity, on oue oceasion, to visit the Couey lsland baths,
and I was much impressed with the efficiency of the
arrangements for submarine lighting.  The baths were
so inviting that one could hardly refrain from enter-
ing the water. Tt would be better to make a good job
of the public baths for Canberra. I do not consider
that 18 inches is too deep for ihe suggested wading pool,
but, as 1 have stated, I do not approve of such a pool
being coustructed as part of the scheme for public
baths. - These pools should be in the popular pienic
resorts and iu some of the reserves, ;

41. To Mr. Curtin—1 should prefer swimining to be
made compulsory in our schools, and, accordingly, I
should not oppose a proposal to make it free; as I eon-
sider it an essential part of every child’s education.
Most of the children below school-going age would not
-be taken to the public haths, but if wading pools were
provided in convenient locations, their mothers wonld
uo doubt, allow the little ones to enjoy the pastime of
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wading in shallow water. An efficlent transport systemn
will be an important faetor in the success of the public
baths in Canberra.

The witness withdrew,
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John Howard Lidgett Crumpston, M.D., D.P.H,
C.M.G., Director-Geveral of Health for the Com-
monwealth, sworn and examined.

42. To the Chairman—I lave considered, in a
geueral way, the proposal to establish publie baths in
Canberra. The .\eton site iz portion of the area ou
the original ecity plan that was reserved as a hospital
site, and 1 think that the commitiee might take into
consideration the point whether part of the site allo-
cated for hospital purposes should be alienated for
the purpeses of public baths, The Adelaide City Baths
ave located on au attractive site facing a public park
that has a waterfrons. It scems to me that we should
choose a site for the Canberra baths at a spot where
there will be a park near the edge of the proposed
lake, and for that reason, [ am attracted to proposed
site No. 7, near the new rectory. This weuld be in
line with the Anzac-reserve. My opinion as to the
assthetic value of any site would be of no special value.
The hospital is not now located ou the site assigned
to it on the ecity plan, and the question arises whether
we should continue to spend more money on the pregent
site, or establish a hospital on a permavent site. If
the baths were established on the site definitely
assigued for hospital purposes, the land would be un-
guitable for the crection of a permanent hospital. To
prevent any danger to health; 1t is necessary to pro-
vide means for insuring the ecleanliness of the bather
before he bathes aud also for ensuring a supply of
clean water. There should also be proper dressing
rooms, and provision for preliminary showers and foot
pools.  Another requirement is proper drainvage faciii-
ties, such as scum gutters and vacuum cleaning appara-
tug for the bottom of the pool. The bath itself should.
be lined with some impervious materizl. The water
must be as clean as is available 1u the first instance.
It should be kept clean by circulation through a filter,
aund there shoeuld be some provision for disiufection.
It is essential for the baths to be tiled in the bottom
and up the walls. The use of water from. the river
Melonglo is ont of the guestion. It is too dirty, and
the poseibility of even approximate cleanliness is too
uncértain.  This water is too turbid; but, apart from
that, it countains too high a bacteriological content.
A location near a waterside implies no risk of con-
tamination unless the baths are placed below the flood
level, which is nnlikely to happen. Open baths would
probably furnish o move healthy envirenment than
closed Daths, but it wonld be mpracticable to have a
fully cquipped bath system wunless it was enclosed.
On some days an open bath could not be kept clean
because of dust. Certain standards that are alveady
well established lLave been laid down in great detail
by an American committee. If this committee has not
already had them, I can make them available. Given
the conditions therein laid down, I can suggest no
other precantions. Conerete iz not impervious to
water, and it seems to favour the growth of algae,
which would immediately make the swimming pool
uupopulay, and associated with which is a certain
degree of risk. The baths ghould be covered with some
material of a haked, vitreous nature. The water from
the bathg could quite well be run into the Molongle, ox
used for the watering of gardens. I am not sure as
to the effect that any residual chlorive would have on
ptant life. Some plants might not stand it; but it
would not be ohjectionable from a health peint of
view, if it were disposed of in cither of those ways,
The treatment required for the purifieation of the
water 1s clreculation, filtration and ehlorination. The



ArchivesACT
1

number of times that It should be changed is best
determined by bacteriological examination at inter-
vals; but, two or three times a year it should be totally
changed. Examination should be made every three or
four weeks, if it were considered that the water should
be ehanged four times a year. Since less bathing would
probably be indnlged in in winter in Canberra, four
changes a vear might be more than necessavy. Tt
seems to me that the provision of wading pools and
sand pite should be considered apart from any large
bathing scheme; but, funds permitting, those facilities
are very desirable, though I am unable to say to what
extent they would be used. These things ave apt to
come and go in public favour somewhat capriciously.
Experience shows that it is quite possible to keep water
pure by chlorination. Water so treated has a definite
odour aud a definite taste, but it Is not unpleasant;
it is.rather healthy in fact. Its use is one of the
treatinents recognized by the British Pharmacopoeia
for eomplaints of the nose and throat. There would be
a risk of over-chlorination, if the plant were not
funetioning properly, but that disability would
immediately corrvect itself. The water would be slightly
too irritant for comfortable bathing, but it would not
be dangerous to health. L do not feel able to say
definitely whether an expenditure of £30,000 en public
baths wounld he justified by the increased health that
would be enjoyed by the community. The health of
this community is quite good now. I do not sce how
one could express increased health in terms of eash
on that basiz. I de not know whether the people would
avail themselves of bathivg facilities In winter time.
The climate here is somewhat severe in winter, and, if
people conld bathe in water that was comfortably warm,
i believe that a good many of them would avail them-
selves of the facilities. It is desirable that scheol
children should be taught to swim, and those lessons
might properly be distributed over the whole year as
part of the schoolcenrrienlum, The site of the pro-
posed baths should be decided having regard, not
to the present, but the nltimate distribution of popu-
lation.

43, ¥'o Senator Sumpsen~—L have given ne previous
cousideration to the subject of wading peols. There is
g0 mueh dust in the summer and so little warm weather
that I am not sure to what extent these proposals
would be in favour throughout the year.

44, Yo Mr. M. Comeron~—There 13 some doubt us
to whether the present hospital will be removed in the
near future. I think that the original hos-
pital  site  extends right across the  suggested
site  at Aecton for the swimming baths. Aw
exercise such as swimming is always good for the
development of physique, and it reacts beneficially on
the health of the bathers. Generally speaking, I should
say that the proposed cxpenditure of £30,000 is war-
ranted, hut if [ were in control of affairs here, and
there was only £30,000 available, and if 1 had to choose
between baths and new abattoirs, I would spend the
money on the latter, becanse they are more urgently
needed. ‘

45. To Mr. (regory—The water of the river
Molonglo is unsuitable for bathing purposes, because
it containg too mueh suspevded matter. In a tiled
bath it wouald look very objcetionable. Baeteriological
eonnts have been made and the best cornt was con-
siderably worse than the lowest permitted by any of
the recognized standards. Even if we arranged for
Aliration and chlorination of the Molongle water, there
would still be the uncertainty in the supply as well
as the cost of the work. T thiuk that the fact that
this river runs through Queanbeyan, which is un-
sewered, has something to do with the condition of the
water. It might be advantageous to run water from
the baths into the sewer, hut on the other hand, the
chlovine might adversely affect the digestion of the
sewage. This water would not tend to cause the growth
nf algae, but wonld rather have the veverse cffeet,
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46, Lo Senutor Revd~—The sluggish fow of the
Molonglo in comparison with the width of the stream
causes the water to have a muddy appearance. This
river consists of a series of pools, with a slight over-
flow from one to another. Artificially heated batha
would, T think, be used by young people in winter
time. As a pavent, I, personally, should encourage their
use. The distance from the baths to various parts
of the city would not be very great, and, of eourse,
there is the bus service. It would be necessary to regu-
late the temperature of the water in winter so that
there would not. be too great a contrast between i and
ihe ontside atmosphere. The percentage of chlorine
i the water would not be harmful to the human sys-
tem. It is diffienlt to say whether an expendifure of
£30,000 on baths wonld be justified in the interests
of public health, but, as a parent, I welcome the pro-
posal, and I think that the Government would be jusi-
fied in providing modern baths in Canberra.

47. To Mv. Holloway—The provision of facilities
for swi-baking in open baths need not be discussed,
because the amount of sunshine experienced here is
quite sufficient for the requivements of the citizens.
You ask me whether 1t would not be better to estab-
lish twe or three open baths for the money that closed
baths would cost. 1 point out in the first place that
so much dust is experienced here in summer that open
baths could never be kept clean; they would become
very dirty afrer dust storms such as that experienced
lust week. 1t is more important, however, to remem-
ber that open baths would be quite unsuitable for
winter use in Canberra. Those who have lived here
in July avd August, know that it would be 1dle to sug-
gest the use of open baths at thar time of the year.
Such baths would limit the swimming to a period of
about three months in the year. 1 strongly urge the
desirability of swimming instruetion being given
thronghout the year. Children cannot be taught to
swim 1n three months of the year. Quite apart from
tlie Liealth aspect, 1t seems to me to be rather an impor-
tant duty of the community to see that the ehildren are
given an opportunity to learn to swim. I am rather
definitely in favour of closed and adequate baths, and
it seerns to me that £30,000 is not a large sum to spend
on an establishment that will provide bathing facili-
ties for, say, 30 yeavs.

48. T Mr, Long—1 shonld say that the proposed
Laths arve not altogether necessary in the interests of
the health of the people, beeause the citizens of Can-
herra would coutinue to be healthy without them, but
L have tried to iudieate that artificially leated baths
would be preferable to open baths. Even an open
bath with high walls would collee: sufficient dust to
affeet the appearance of the water. It might be reason-
ably expected that the architects would prowide

adequate provision for ventilution of the buildibg. A

temperature of 70 degrees would be suitable for. the
water in the pool, Tf the temperature rose 10 degrees
and the water became uncomfortable, the bathers
would simply leave tle bath. I realize that open baths
are desirable in “districts favourved with a long sum-
mer like that of Sydney, and the mild weather that
iz cxperienced at sea level. But Canberra is situated
at an altitude of 2,000 feet; there is one inch less
barometric pressure than at Sydney, and we have a
somewhat exacting climate. I would not say that
facilities for sun-bathing would ‘be required. The sug-
geated treatment of the water would meet all require-
ments from 2 healih point of view. The site near the
Institute of Anatemy does not appeal to me so mnch
as that near the ¢ld ebureh. The former has the dis-
advantage of being located off the main city routes,
whereas the site near the church is on a road which in
time must be one of the main arteries.

49, To Mr. Curlin—The proposed site near the
Secretariat, No. 4, is a good one, except that ome
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wonders if it wonld be desirable to bring a ecivie
function into an official area. It iz said that this
gite 1z about niid-way between the mnorthern and
southern portions of the city, ard would involve a 3d.
bus fare for the patrons of the baths. 1 have not
formulated a view on that matter, but the present
distribution of population is not at all likely to co-
incide with the ultimate distribution. I think that
eventually the majority of the people will live on the
Ainslie side The Forrest arvea is alveady built om,
- but the northern areas are far more desirable for
residential purposes than those of the south. The
population on the south side may be regarded as tem-
porary. It seems to me that we should consider how
the population will he eventually distributed.

(Taken at Canberra.)
TUESDAY, 17rs DECEMBER, 1929,
Present:

Mr. Lacry, Chairman;

Senator Dooley Mr. Gregory
Senator Reid Mr. Holloway
Mr. M. Cameron Mr. Long,
Mr. Curtin
John Hopping Mills, Nightwatchman, Federal Capital
Commission, sworn and examined.

50, Ts the Chairman—IL have been a resident of
(anberra for over fifteen years. At present I reside
at No. 12 Eastlake. By trade I am a carpenter, but
on aceount of the scarcity of work I am now employed
as nightwatchman at the offices of the Commission. I
am greatly interested in the proposal to establish public
baths at Canberra, and have discussed the matter with
the people with whom I associate. There iz a strong
demand for these facilities. I consider that any baths
erected should be open, for health reasons. No people
in the world are more fond of the open air than are
Australians.  Open baths could be used during the
whole of the cricket season, from the 1st September to
Easter time. The fact that young girls go to their
offices in the middle of winter wearing sleeveless dresses
indicates plainly that they are fond of the open air,
There are various types of open baths. The Bromte
bath is completely cpen; but if there were a wall akout
the height of the average man a bath could stiil be
regarded as an open one. I would close 1n only a
portion, and leave the other open to the air so that sun
bathing could be indulged in. Miss Edith Walker kas
baths at Cloncord which are purely open. She has a
little shed in one cormer. I favour the site at Scott’s
Cressing. Tt is almost the centre of the city proper,
is within easy walking distance of Eastlake, and is
handy to the offices and Ainslie. We should erect baths
that will be self-supporting.  In Pretoria, they have
bathg that are partly closed iu. The water is pumped
from. the heights and flows through continunously. When
1t leaves the baths it is used to clean the streets. Then
it is conveyed by pipes to the sewerage farm. It is
uged to irrigate vegetable gardens that supply Johannes-
burg regularly with vegetables. Those baths are a pay-
ing concern. The reagon that I advocate Scott’s Cross-
g is that for a very small expenditure you could have
an almost continuous fiow of water. It could be eon-
veyed through pipes across the xiver, and the Duntroon
flats could be turned into market gardens. That would
go a long way towards removing the present scareity of
vegetables in Canberra, and the baths would be a really
good paying concern. Any company would be only too
happy to take them over. T do nob see any chance of
the baths paying here if you incur a large expenditure
on artificial heating. It would be interesting to find
out what is the cost of heating the Government offices.
T would not go to tremendous expense in the ersction
of a beautiful building. The cardinal point to keep in

view is to have real good baths.  Then if you had any
money to spare you could put up a nice building and
cover it in. If a man wants a hot bath he should be
compeiled to pay for i3. I have no wish to swim in
hot water.

51, To Mr. Holloway.—T believe that the majority of
the people at Canberra would prefer to have open
baths. ' o

52. To Mr. Long—The demand for baths has been
growing rapidly. The first sports elub that was formed
after 1 came here was a swimming club. There hag
always been an agitation for baths, but for some reason
or other the propesal has not been proceeded with, I
consider that the demand justifies their econsiruetion. I
do not think that the rapid climatie changes that take
place in Canberra would have any effect on the patron-
age, which, in my opinion, will be sufficiently great to
justify the holding of carnivals. If the baths are fitted
up with proper appliances, the foothall elubs and other
sporting boedies will use them for training purposes. If
they are established at a reasonable cost, and are pro-
perly maintained, they will pay. I prefer to swim in
water in its natural ssate rather than to have it arti-
ficially heated. I do not think it ig the wish of the
sporring people that the water should be heated.

53. T'o Mr. M. Cameron—I favour Scott’s Crossing
because it is most central. The 8t. John’s Church site
is also central, and favorable to the irrigation scheme
I have suggested.

The witness withdrew.

Joseph Stewart Weatherston, Hansard Reporter, sworn
and examined.

54. Fo the Chairman—1 am appearing before the
committee as the representative of the Parliamentary
Officers on the Public Service Welfare Committee. I
have been empowered to express the opiniom of that
committee, which, for the lass eighteen months has had
under consideration a question of establishing public
baths in Canberra. During the week-end I consulted
the various delegates over the telephone, and aseertained
thelr views. An overwhelming majority of them are
in favour of site marked No. 4 on the plan., It iz on
a permanent bus route. The two bus routes fork within
100 vards or so of the site, and to reach it a regident
in any part of Canberra would have to pay only one
fare. The largest concentration of publie officers will
be in the administrative block, within a quarter of a
mile of the site, and within a few years they will num-
ber 1,500 or 2,000. The intention underlying the
establishfnent of Clanberra is to have all the Federal
activities here, and that means the compulsory transfer
of large numbers of public servants. We are selfish
¢nough to think that the prime consideration always
should be the welfare of the public servants. There
fore, we cousider that bathing facilities should be made
to snit us. The suggested site at Acton (No. T) is not
regarded favorably by us, not only because it iz ineon-
venlent, but also becanss it would involve an additional
bus fare. Further, we recognize that the peninsula
on which the Commission offices now stand will ulti-
wately be abandoned, and that will mean the abandon-
ment of the bus route in that direction. It will then be
along Commonwealth-avenue, in. as direct a line as
possible to Civic Centre. Tf the baths were on the
Acton peninsula those who wished to make use of them
would be compelled to walk a considerable distance
from the bus route. The same remarks apply to the
suggested site In the neighbourhood of the Rectory.
There is no bus ronte in that vieinity except on Sun-
days, for the benefit of those who attend divine service
at 8t. John’s Churck. The bus services are not paying
at the present time, and it is not likely that they will
be supplemented to suit intermittent travellsrs to the
baths. From a ecitizen’s point of view, we consider that
it would be better to have the baths on No. 4 site for a
start, and to provide further facilities in the northern
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and southern areas at a later date in the development
of Canberra, particularly wading pools for children in
the neighbourhood of the schools. My committee has
not considered whether the baths should be open or
closed. 1 have also been asked to place hefore your
committee the views of the Canberra branch of the
Australian Natives Association. Tt was that body
which initiated the move in Canberra for the
establishment of baths, It favours an even temperature
of water throughout the year. I understand that that
would involve the roofing of the batks. There is a feel-
ing that some opportunity should be given for indul-
gence in sun bathing. It might be possible to have
a considerable portion of the reof glassed. That would
provide covering, and at the same time allow the rays
of the sun to peunetrate to the peol. In the event of
that being impossible, I consider that heating through-
out the year wounld be more advantagecus than sun
bathing. There is also need to make arrangements for
a cafe, for which facility the plan does not appear to
make any provision. A small cafe would be the means
of adding to the revenue derived by the baths. People
returning along Commonwealth-avenue from the Cotter
would stop there for light refreshments, which other-
wige would not be obtainable except by making a con-
giderable detour round by Manuka or Eastlake. Such
a cafe would also be a convenience to members of the
Publie Service, who are located in the Secrefariats,
and be of great advantage to sckool children who attend
the baths. Provision along these lines ought to be
made.

55. T¢ Senator Dooley—There should be ample
gallery provision for parents to watch their children
bathing, and for spectators at carnivals. 1 suppese
that £40 or £50 would provide plenty of material such
as oregon, that could be erected at a moment’s notice.
The attendance at the baths would not, on the average,
be as many as 100 or 150.a day. There are numbers
of people who enjoy an early morning dip, but it
would be too much to expect a daily average of 150
throughout the year.

786, To Senator Reid.—I believe the baths would be
more freely patronized if the water was kept at an
even temperature throughout the year. The climate
of “Canberra: 'is exceedingly variable. If you have
your bath water at an even temperature you provide
greater facilities for night bathing. T am sure that
the opportunity to bathe in the luncheon hour would
be availed of largely by public servauts, particularly
if there were a cafe at which they could get a snack.
The youthful members of the Public Service also
would patronize the baths between the hours of 5 and
6.30 p.m. 'Then at night time, those who kad worked
late would be patrops. But we must have public baths
in Canberra whether they are patronized freely or not;
they are an absolute necessity. 1 cannot say how
many would take advantage of them. As to whether
the Government would be justified in spending money
on baths for the benefit of a small minority of the
people, I say that, from one point of view, the Com-
monwealth has not been justified in building Can-
berra at all; but having built it and brought us here
it must provide us with the facilities that we have lost.
That is a duty which it owes to us. I do not know
whether the authorities would issue special tickets to
those who wished to travel to the baths, Our es-
perience has been that not tco much is given away.
It would not be out of place to ask for concessions,
but it would be out of place to expect to get them.
A cafe at the baths would berefit many people who
might not wish to bathe. The site which I suggest
is approximately one mile from the nearest cafe, and
1s in a locelity which is very ill served in that respect.
We hope that very shortly the Bowling Club will have
its headquarters at a site in Forrest; therefore that
aspeet need not be taken into comsideration.
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57. To Mr. Holloway.—There has been, 15, anda will
continue to be, an insistent demand for hathing facili-
ties. I agree that scheol children must be copsidered
equally with public servants and other citizens. In
Melbourne, school children are tramsported long dis-
tances to the baths in special trams once or twice a
week. Four of the five schools in Canberra are fairly
close to the site T suggest. On the principle of a bird
in hand being worth two in the bush, T think we ought
to get the best baths we can now in a central position,
and later endeavour to have others constructed in
other parts. If it were deeided to divide the avail-
able funds and construct two baths you would have o
cut down in some direction. I undersiand that chan-
nels will have to be let into the concrete to carry the
heating apparatus and the submarine lighting. It
would be a pity to economize by cutting those channels
out. They could be let into the concrete so that they
would be ready for future development in the matter
of heating and lighting. The amount saved could be
utilized in the construction of other baths somewhere
else.

58. T7'¢ Mr. Long.—I éonsider that the support given
to the proposed cafe would be sufficient to justify the
additional expenditure invelved. A cafe in this
neighbourhood is very badly wanted.

59. To Mr. M. Cameron.—I favour the revenue
derived from the cafe being devoted to the mainten-
ance of the baths.

60. To Mr. Gregory—Such a cafe would pot be
ingide the baths but in the foyer. Biseuits, confec-
ttonery and other articles could be purchased, either
upon entering or leaving the baths., It might be better
to have it altogether outside the maln building and
thus remove any possibility of pollution of the water.
I am not in favour of the children’s wading pool being
attached to the bhaths. If possible, there should be
wading pools near the schools. It would be better for
catables to he purchased after bathing instead of be-
fore, but that would involve the Government in much
additional expenditure. If the cafe were a portion
of the baths the additional cost would not be very great.
There is ample ground in the neighbourhood of site
Ne. 4 to provide a parking area for motors and for
laying out gardens. I do not know how you could
prevent food from being taken into the baths unless
you had a searching room. I am in favour of those
who enter the baths being compelled to pass first
through a shower bath. We have noi considered the
possibility of induecing swimmers from other parts to
visit Clanberra to participate in swimming carnivals,
but it goes without saying that that will eventuate.
It would not be necessary to have permanent accommo-
dation for more than 150 spectators. Temporary gal-
teries could be provided at very little cost and kept
on -hand for sueh occeasions. 1 have had to utilize
provision of that sort in connexion with lawn tennis
earnivals. Such structures can be erected in half a
day. There would need to be room for them on the
site. The danger of pollution ecould be overcome by the
engineers. All our requirements would be met if
provision were made for heating apparatus to be in-
stalled at a later date. So long ag we are given the
baths we shall be satisfied to have the other things
added subsequently, Although the population of Can-
berra is limited just now, it will steadily grow. It
must always be remembered that the public servants
in Canberra have been transferred compulsorily from
the seaside %0 a dry interior. For the time being, it
would not be unsatisfactory to have the baths a dis-
tance of a couple of miles from where we live, although
the transport faeilities are not very good and the heat
is great. Assuming that there is to be only one bath
for many years, the site I have suggested wounld give
satisfaction.

The witness withdrew.
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of the

(lub, sworn and examined.

61. To the Chairman—I was treasurer of the Secial
Service Association which functioned for some con-
siderable time, but ultimately grew too unwieldy, and
has now passed out of existence.
tion created by Sir John Butters for the purpose of
considering varlous sporting and social propositions
that might be submitted for the benefit of the people

of Canberra. I am aware of the proposal to establish

Clanberra

It was an organiza-
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public baths.
which affirmed the urgent need for proper swimming

several public meetings have been held

facilities, and I was one of a subicommitiee of five

been forgotten.

vstablished here.

appointed by the citizens of Canberra to formulate a
comprehensive scheme which was submitted to the
Federal Clapital Commission, but probably has now
I believe it is the unanimous wish of
the people of Canberva that swimming baths should be
The following siatement furnishes
particulars of fifteen swimming pools, all, with one
exception, in Vietoria:—

Suburh where

Dimensions and

Pool Located, |  -ost (Approximaic). Capacity. Revenue. Expenditure. harges.
Camberwell | £11,000, inciuding | 150 feet long; 36 ft. | £2,000 per season (Season | £18 15s, per weelt = £487 | Season  tickets £1
cottage ; £1,200, to 76 £, wide ; 2ft. is from lst November 108 for season, or 144 adults, 16s. juniors,
including filtration 91in. to 9 feet deep; to 30th April} per cent. on capital 6d. adults; 4d.
plant 220,000 gallons invested children under
fourteen years
Malvern £10,000 (including | 200 feet long; 30 | £700 per season (Novem- | £850 for season Season tickets-—£1 5s.
filtraticn plant) feet to 100 feet ber-April. Atten- . adults; 15s. juniors
wide ; 9 inches to dance—Adults, 29,000; £2 28, family
8 ft. 6 in. deep. juniors 32,000 ; Sechool tickets
Racing track 50 children in mornings,
meters ; 280,000 10,000
gallons
Hawthorn £2,000 126 feet long; 60 | £200 for season £260 per annum Season tickets—
i Jest; 2ft. 6in. to : gents 15s. ; juniors
i 7 ft. 6 in, deep; 10s. 64, ; ladies, 5s. -
250,000 gallons
Collingwood | £2,000 152 {feet long; 80 Charges for admission
feet longi 2 ft. —1d., 2d.. 3d
6 in.te 8 ft. deep; !
400,000 gallons
Moonee £2,265 150 feet long; B0 | £400.. £600. . Season tickete—
Ponds feet wide; 3 feet adults 173, 6d.;
to 7 feet deep children 12s. 6d.
Y.M.C.A. £10,000 to £12,000 55,000 gallons Attendance 1928, 63,000 Heating £40 per annum ; | £3 per annum; £2
(Melb.} Soap, towels £60 per per annum (18-21).
annum) ; Chlorine £30
per annum; Light,
power £125 per annum ;
Water, £125 per annum;
Sundries £.00 per
annum ; Salaries £630
per annum.
Kew £7,000 158 feet long: 60 | Season F927-28,£311 £250. . Season tickets—Men.
feet wide £1; Ladies 15s;
Junior 168,
Northeote £6,000 150 feet long; 50 | Operation expenses met | £210.. Season tickets —
feet wide but not interest Adulte 15s.; under
fifteen 10s. 8d.;
Sehools 1d.
Preston £11,000; Filtration | 209 feet over all | 1st month £200 (opened | £12 per week .. Adults 15s. 1 Children
. Plant £3,000; land length; 90 ft.te 30 10th November, 1928) ’ Ivs: 3d. swim-
£2.600 | ft. wide; 18 in. to ming ; 34d. towel
| 8 ft. 6in. deep:
i 280,000 gallons
Brunswick Originally cost | Men’s 55 yardslong; i £200 per annum from | £500 per annum from
(Vietoria) £3,000 ; Spent 20 yards wide; 3 1925-1928 1925-928
£32,000 on addi- feet to 14 feet desp;
tions, including 400,000 gallons;
heating and filtra- women’s 75 feeb
tion plants long; 33 feet
wide; 3 feet to
9 feet deep ; 80,000
X allons
Richmond Constructed  over | 150 feetlong; 80feet £400 per annum
twenty years ago. wide
cost not known
Footseray £18,000 .. 185 feet by 75 feet; | Not yet opened.
3 feet to 9 feet | Mixed bathing.
deep; wading pool | Filtration plant.
50 fest; 25 feet:
2 feet deep.
Melbourne.. | £32,000 (including | Men’s 30 feet long; | For 1928 £8,040 For 1928 £10,505 Adults  64.; half.
stipper baths) 100 feet +wide; yearly (8.) £1 1s;
(heated and 3 £t. 6 in. to T ft. half-yeardy (W
covered) ] in. deep ; 17s. Bd,;  juniors
110,000 gallons ; 3d; hall-yearly
women’s 50 feet (8.) 18s.  (all with
long; 200 feet towels) Janiors
wide ; from 4 £t (without towels)
7 in. deep 2d.
Albury £4,000 (open baths) 185 feet long ; 50 feet
(N.5wW.) wide; 4 feet to
10 feet deep;
275,000 gallons
Dandenong | £2,800 120 feet long ; B0 feet | £115.. £350 (including interest

wide

redemption £250)
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U AMBERWELL.

The pool is swn vetagon shape, and the reasons for this
novel shape are:—

(1) More accommodation is provided at less cost than
in the uwsual rectangular shape.
(2) It is found that non-swimmers are always in the
- majority and the shallow end is therefore wider.
(3} Those who are learning to swim have a very
detinitely designed danger point, fhus ensuring safety.
{4) Requirements for swimming races are met by the
sides being parallel.
Baths are open for six months in the year.
TFiltration plant, chlorinator, &e., cost £2,330.

AMALVERN.
Filtration plant cost £2.000.
HawrHoRN,

Baths open during summer wmonths, and no
baths provided.

hot  water
PrESTON,

Lrected mainiy for the convenience of the many schools
in the munieipality.

Theve is also a wading pool, the depth of which is 18 inches
to 3 feet.

Filtration plant cost £3,000.

The swme water is retained throughont the scason.

BruxswIiCK.

New baths opened on the 2nd November, 1929, Elaboratle
seating  accommodation for 1,000 spectators who can see
every movement in the water, owing to effective lghting
svetem,  Feating plant included.

Fooracray.
" Not yet opened. The oid style of long lines of dressing
rooms has been dizpensed with, a large dressing room being
provided for eael sex—one on either side of the eutrance
pavition.

Two pools arve provided—a swimming pool 165 feet by
75 feet, and a wading pool 50 feet by 25 feet, and an average
depth of 2 feet. Both pools ave lined threughout with white
glazed tiles while the larger pool has hlack racing gulde
lines.

The swivining  elub Louse provides wmeeting place  for
different clubs.

i MELBOURNE.

© Heating plant keeps water, when required, to 70 degrees.
_Hot and cold water showers provided.

Reconstrueted baths at* North Melbourne and Carlton will
he opened shortly.

Young Men's Christion Associetion.—lemperaturve of the
puol is. maintained at 72 dogrees to 75 degrees, Fabrenheit.

So far as Australia is concerned, cach year sees an
increase iu the number of swimmers and the demand
for well copducted and sanitary places in which to
enjoy the healthiest of sports. The question of ex-
penditure should be a secondary consideration, In
America there are thonsands of privately controlled
pools operating. These pools are not simply an ex-
cavation filled with water. The propristor, who is a
business man and realizes how dependent he is upon
good will, looks after the comfort and eonvenience of
patrons. There is a restaurant attached to most pools,
accommodation for parking and pienicking aud every-
thing 1n the way of tobaceo, soaps, sweets, &e., ean
be purchased. The authorities are to be congratulated
upou their having definitely jettisoned the idea of nsing
Molonglo water. The matter of vital importance to
bathers is the purity of the water used. Let us adopt
the slogan “ Swim in Drinking Water 7 coined by public
Lealth associations in America. It is in the last few
vears only, that plant for the purification of swimming
pool water has been made in Australia. The first
installation was at the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion (Melbomrne). Shortly afrer a filtration system
was installed at the Brishane baths, at Camberwell,
and at Malvern (Victoria). I understand that at Lis-
more memorial baths have been erected by the Sol-
diers and Sailors’ Committee, and this ineludes a fil-
tration and sterilization plant. The site for the baths
is an all-important one, and it would appear that his-
tory is to repeat itself and Canberra is again to be
concerniad in a great battle of sites, but it is to he

hoped it will not be necessary to re-incarnate Alexander
Oliver of historic memory to settle the question. The
site must be on a bus route, and it must be in a central
position. Amn economical feature of any design would,
I understand, be rendered possible by the site being
on sloping ground. Of the sites suggested, that near
the Church of England is the most suitable. At the
present time, the residents of Ainslie, Reid, aud Brad-
don who wish to shop at Kingston, must travel through
many suburbs to reach Kivgston. The journey takes
about one hour and the residents of the suburbs I
have named hope that the day is not far distant when
there will' be o direct bus to Kingston, which will
thus save many useful hours of the housewife’s time.
At the present time, the bus runs aleng Constitution-
avenne on Sundays, so that wuch deviation will net
be necessary to introduce a service over Scott’s Cross-
ing. Jt will be approximately an equal distance from
the schools on the north and south sides of the river,
and in this connexion, ! might refer to the faet that
at the distribution of prizes yesterday afternoon, the
lack of swimming facilities was referred to by the head-
master of the Telopea I’ark school. Mr. Christie’s
statement that the children would have baths next
scason was loudly cheered by the large assembly of
hovs and girls. The pool shonld be available for mixed
bathing——for men, women, and chiidren, Golf links,
rennig courts, and bowling greens have been provided,
and it 1s to be confidently anticipated that there will
be no lack of interest in making available a pool
which will meet every contingency. This is a demo-
eratie investment. Up to the present, it can be truth-
fully said, speaking comparatively, that little has heen
done for the married folk who have established their
Lomes in Canberra. The Federal Capital has be-
come kown as “a flapper’s paradise . The buses
zall at the doors of hostels whieh are chiefly occupied
by the single folk and concrete foot paths have been
constructed round these establishments. Personally, T
would make the baths free, but it is hardly likely that
such a proposal would meet with approval, Considera-
tion shonld, however, be extended to the married man
and his family, and it is presumed that family tickets
to the baths will be issued. These family tickets would
cover a mau, his wife, and children under the age of
sixteen years, aud provide free bus facilities journey-
ing to the swimming pool. 1 underatand that no faeili-
ties are being provided to enable sun-bathing. Tt is
recognized that 80 per cent. of the swimmers enjoy
a sun bath more than the actual swim, and a larger
portiou of their time Inside the euclosure is spent in
bagking in the sunshine. We should. make full aud
wise use of the daily dividend that is paid to all out
of the boundless resources of the solar gystem. Sun-
light is being used, not only to keep healthy people
well, but also to cure many sick people who respond
to no other treaiment. It is uufortunate that if we
are to have the baths heated all the year round, it is
absolutely essential that they must be roofed 1m. 1
am opposed to the roofing in of the baths, but if the
roof is absolutely compulsory, let it be the flat roof so
that there will be ample facilities for sun-bathing.
Experience has shown that In very few instances in
Australia have baths proved a paying proposition from
a financial point of view only, but the establishment
of a’kiosk would be an excellent method of obtaining
revennes. This kiosk conld alse be the entrance pavilion
and the 'attendant in addition to controlling the en-
trance could be the observer who 1s so essential at any
bathing pool. It is also anticipated that any structure
which mav be erected will provide a gymnasium and
a roomt where sporting organizations could hold their
periodical meetings. This, then, would ultimately be-
come the centre of sporting activity for the Federal
Clapital. I have examined the seven suggested sites,
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but am unable to say whether the establishment of the
baths on any of them would be contrary to the spirit
underlying the design of Canberra, Speaking as a
layman, I was under the impression that Canberra
would be built in a ucrth-westerly direetion, and that
any baths scheme should conform to the establichment
of those centres. T am opposed to site No. 4, because
I cannot see whom it would serve, It might he nseful
in the case of those who work in the Secretariats, but
I do not consider that it offers greater advantages
than site No. 7, whick would certainly serve a larger
section of the community. I am of the opinion that
the wading pool shonld be adjacent to the swimming
pool so that when parents were accompanied by their
children they would be able to keep an eye on them.

62. T's Henator Keid—I1 do not think that any of
the baths about which I have given particulars are
paying propositions, From a revenue point of view, I
do not know that there is any material difference
between open and enclosed baths; they all seem to be
losing approximately the same amount. Enclosed
baths would provide greater facilities for those who
wigh {0 swim in the colder months of the year, but T
do not think that they are more revenue produecing. All
the baths to which I have referred are in thickly popu-
lated localities; yet they do not pay. The Town Clerk
of Preston has said that the baths in that suburb were
built prineipally for the convenience of school children.
Only three of the number are heated. 1 have no in-
formation with respect to the attendances during the
winter months, I admit that a fatal objection to any
site would be the necessity to pay a double bus fare; but
in the event of the site that I have suggested being
chosen, we were hopeful of baving the section extended
to at least that spot. T have suggested that married
men and their children ought to be transported free of
charge to the swimming pool. The deficiency would
kave to be made good by those who have heen resporn-
stble for having Clanberra built to its present design; in
other worde, the Nation. I am favorable to the con-
struction of three baths. Such a proposition might
involve the people in fairly considerable expenditure,
but I sincerely hope that the residents of Canberra will
not be called upon to pay more than they are paying
at the present time. Ewen if free bus facilities and
free baths were provided the people of Australia would
get a good return, not in pounds, shillings and penee,
but from a health point of view. If a medical man has
said that the health of the people of Canberra is good,
and that he does not see how it can be improved by
bathing, I would not put my opinion against his, be-
caugse I am only a layman. It might be argued that
as the majority of the population work in the area in
whick site No. 4 is situated, that site would be the most
suitable for those who would use the baths; but similar
arguments could be advanced in regard to some of the
other sites. There is one gite opposite the Commission
offices. If the people who work there would make use
of the bathing facilities provided that would be a
suitable position. But there are other people who have
to be considered besides those who work in these build-
ings. It is certainly in a central position, and sitnated
on a bus route. Those who live on both the north and
south sides could be landed at the end of the section,
and thus reeeive equal treatment. My proposal, how-
ever, is a double-barrelled one. Those who live on
the north side want to see a new bus route instituted
over Scott’s crossing. If that were ultimately brought
about, the site between the Church of England and
Secott’s crossing, also would be in a central position and
on a bus route. I hope that that day is not far distant.
1 live in the suburb of Beid, which, in regard to tran-
sport facilitles, is very inconveniently situated. I% takes
over an hour to get from there to Kingston. We want
the bus to go by the short route, so that a woman will
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not waste an afternoon doing her shopping. I con-
sider that eventually site No. 7 will be more suitable
for the population of Canberra than site No. 4. It
must be remembered that these are to be permanent
baths. A proposal has been put forward to lay a line
of railway through the city. If it were eonstructed, it
would be in close proximity of this site. There is a
large area of land at North Ainslie which has been
overlocked, and if baths were erected theer they would
be of considerable advantage to the people who live in
the northern part of that subwb. Canberra is being
built in that direction; the greatest activity is taking
place north of North Ainslie.

63. To M+, Holloway.—I admit that when we try to
analyse the possibilities of the revenue being equal to
the expenditure, we must take into consideration the
geographical situation of Canberra, where the baths
would not have to compete with open sea bathing such
ag the Melbourne baths have. T agree that baths which
are situated in a place where open sea bathing cannot
be indulged in ought to have a better chanece of paying
their way. DBaths in Canberra will not only be used
by the permanent residents, but will also be a consider-
able advantage to those who visit the eity. Only last
week a resident of Melbourne was in Canberra, and
the only complaint he kad to mske about it was that
ke could not get & swim. I should favour the provision
of a cafe in such a situation that it would be open to
the public as well as to swimmers. A cafe is an
auxiliary to the majority of modern baths. Public
servants would appreciate the provision of facilities
for obtaining a light luncheon, particularly in the
summer months, when the weather is too hot for them
to go home. The restaurant in the Sydney Domain is
very extensively patronized. Before the 3t. Kilda baths
were burnt they had a restaurant attached to them, and
it was patronized by people who used the promenade.
At the preséni time site No. 7 is not on a bus route. I
favour the building of two or even three swimming
pools 8o long as reasonable facilities are available. The
Dandenong baths eost only £2,500, and they are excel-
lent. If we had here a couple of baths like those, they
would meet the convenience of the . people, although
the cost of building them here wonld be greater than
in Melbourne, and it would be necessary to install a
filtration plant. It would be best to have here baths
that would cater for the people throughout the year.
Not more than 8¢ “spartans” attend the St. Kilda
baths throughout the year, and if the water was not
heated here, it is hardly likely that more than 5 would
do so. I do not think that in other places temporary
arrangements are made for accommodating spectators
at carnivals. At Brunswick there is accommodation for
1,000 spectators.

64. To Mr. Long—I know the location of the baths
about which I have given particulars, and can say that
they are conveniently situated, but I cannot speak with
any degree of accuracy regarding the internal arrange-
ments, except in the case of St. Kilda. I am opposed
to the roofing in of the baths here. I should like
facilities to be provided for sunbathing. If they are
to be bheated, and on that account must be roofed in,
would it not be possible to have a flat roof and allow
bathers to sunbathe on it? T believe that the revenue
from a cafe would justify the additional expenditure
involved. Taking all aspeets into consideration, I eon-
sider that site No. 7 is the most suitable. The only
objection at the present time is that it is not on a bus
route; but we hope that the day is not far distant when
it will be. Some months ago I was one of those who
recommended that the baths should be on No. 2 gite
at Acton. The reason which prompted me to support
that recommendation was that the site was in the
neighbourhood of the Bachelor’s Quarters, Hotel Acton,
Beauchamp House, the Hospital and the Commission
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offices. But I consider that we are doing too mueh for
the single people and not sufficient for the married man,
his wife and children. Taking those factors into eon-
sideration, I altered my opinion in favour of site No. 7.

65. To Mr. M. Cameron.—Xven if I had longer time
to consider the matter, I cannot say that I might again
change my view. I cannot sce the motive which under-
lies the suggestion that site No. 4 should be chosen. I
am of the opinion that the people who live in Canberra
are worge off than those who live in many other inland
towns, in that they have not been allowed to select the
place where they shall reside.  They have heen told
that they must live in this or that suburb. If they
went to another town they would have the choice of
where to live. But I would not say that this is a more
disagreeable place to live in than many other inland
towns, I would not favour free trangport for the
people of other towns, but I would support free baths.
In municipalities such as Malvern and Camberwell the
baths are maintained primeipally out of the revenue
received from the rates. Why should not the munieci-
pality of Canberra act similarly®

66. To Mr. Gregory~1 would 1ot be in favour of a
special rate to make up any deficiency. We are not
asking for sometking for nothing; all ithat we want are
reasonable facilities.

(Token at Melbourne.)
FRIDAY, 10ru JANUARY, 1930

Present:
Mr. Laczy, Chatrman;

Mr. Holloway
Mr. Long.

Senator Sampson
. Mr. M. Cameron
. Mr, Gregory

Greorge Wall Wall Bagot Hughes, General Seeretary,
© 0 Y MOAL, Melbourne, sworn and examined.

67. To the Chairman.—I am aware of the proposal
to. establish public baths at Canberra. The Young
. Men’s Christian Association pool in Melbourne was
" opened in January, 1926. I would not say that it is
right up to the minute, but it is quite up to the standard
required. It is 75 feet long and 20 feet wide. The
depth varies from 3 feet 6 inches to 9 feet. One-third
of the bath is between 3 feet and 4 feet in depth, and
then- it slopes rapidly to 9 feet, rising at the end of the
wall to 6 feet 3 inches. The bottom is spoon-gshaped.
The membership of the association has considerably iv-
creased, and, therefore, the use of the pool has also
increased. The following figures show the extent to
which the pool has been availed of, holidays and Sun-
davs bemg exeluded :—

" Year. No. of bathers. Daily average.
1926 36,639 120
1927 48,647 162
1928 (3,253 211
1929 45,033 217

For the heating of water we have a battery of three
boilers, one of which is utilised solely for hsating the
swimming pool. This i3 a White Rose boiler, manufac-
tured by Hartley and Sugden, of Halifax. The agents
in Melbourne are A, E. Atherton and Sons Proprietary
Limited. It 1z a low pressure system, and, therefors,
the attendance of a certificated engineer is not required.
It is & eireulatdry system, the water being pumped from
the pool to the boller and back to the pool. We have
discarded coke as a fue] and substituted erude oil, This;
we find, hag made not only for cleanliness in the boiler-
house, but also for simplieity in working, That is why
we made the chapge-over about eighteen months age.
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We use an oil tank that has & capacity of about 1,400
gallons, The oil flows through small pipes to the
engine-house by gravitation; it then passes through
0l vaporizers by what 1s known as the “ Oilomatic”
system, the loecal ageuts for which are Industrial In-
struments Proprietary Limited. The objeet of using
oil is to get heat quickly and in a more constant fiow
than is obtainable by ordinsvy stoking with coal or
coke. The machine 1z comparailvely simple.  As
the oil flows ﬂnouoh 1t ig atomised, and an electrically-
operated fan drives 1t down & pipe at the end of which
the _vaporised o‘l ig Chn en out in a spray. It is then

<pfﬁ!caﬂv Combuenon takes place on the
-the belley, which is firebrick lned. The com-
:amber hias been consider ably reduced in size
it"suitable for oil burning. At present we are
uging Sheil exude oil.  We have been burning the Com-
mowwenith Gl Heftnery produet, which had given satis-
fdcr'mw amtil a few months ago when a certain Waxy
i made us changs to Shell. We think that the
[ being thinmer and capable of quisker vaporiza-
‘fionj gives quicker eombustion. With iis automatie con-
trol 1his system gives us an effective plece of machinery
for our purposes. The heating of the pool is manuaily
controiled. The boiler is only kept going two and a
half hours a day i the winter. In the summer months
we do not use the boiler at all for heating the pool
water. We maintain a temperature of approximately
72 to T4 degrees i the pool water, which loses approxi-
mately 2 degrees overnight by radiation, so we hawe
only te raise the temperature the following day by two
degrees to maintain the average. That necessitates
the uge of the boiler for from two to two and a half
hours daily. I submit for the information of the com-
mittee the following details of the cost of operating our
pool sinee its inception :—

YOUNG MEN’S CHREISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF

MELBOURNE.
SwiMMINg PooL.

Receipts,
1926 1927 1028 1629
£ £ £ £
Membership fees 646 581 1011 847
Boap and Towels T4 103 124 141
BSingle Swims 14 16 8 10
Sundries 2 11 1 a
Defieit, 185 39 38 149
921 .. 1,050 1,242 1,152
Expenditure. =
1926 1927 1928 1929
£ £ £ £
Halaries and wages 504 679 789 741
Neap and Towels 22 32 57 68
Light and Power 52 86 9] 65
Oil and Coke .. 78 71 .. 6T 7
Coagulent and Chlorine 283 25 28 13
Clegning  materials and :
sundries 43 61 68 13
Water 93 o6 122 128
Repairs and renewals 11 50 20 24
Refunds . — —_ — 2
921 .. 1,650 .. 1,242 .. 1,152

A record 13 kept by our boiler attendant which indi-
cates the number of hours for whiech each boiler is used
daily. The amount debited against the swimming poal
shows an average cost of from £72 to £77 per annuom
for heating the pool water. The temperature of the
water is, never raised above T4 degrees, the average
being 72 degrees. Over that temperature the conditions
become somewhat enervating. In the summer months
we lowez the temperature o about 68 degrees. We have
installed a-system of radiators through such rooms as
the locker, bath, and check rooms. These are operated
from the steam chamber of the domestic boiler, We
have no-specizl system of ventilation of the pool and
dressing rooms. There are times, particularly in the
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nmiddle of the winter, when the tendency is to cloge ull
windows. Our system enables us to heat the atmos-
phere to from S0 to 35 degrees. As no bathing eos-
fumes are worn in our peol it is necessary to heat the
atmogphere to a temperature approximately 10 degrees
higher than that of the water in the pool. It I were
building & new pool, in the light of the experience we
have had with the present one, 1 would make the pool
room—or, as we call 1t, the natatorium—Ilarger and
higher, with a width of at least 10 feet on the sidewalks.
This would be advantageous, partienlarly if the helding
of aquatic carnivals was contemplated. At the deep
end it s desirable to have the sidewslks from 15 to
20 feet wide to allow running room for divers. Most
of the diving done now in our pool ig of the standing
type. We now have a width of 10 feet at one end aud
6 feet at the sides. In providing seating accommoda-
tion for spectators we erect three-tiered or bleacher
seating, and we can accommodate from 3060 to 400 per-
sous. It we had a higher roof and wider sidewalks we
could inerease that accommodation. Another result of
that improvement would be to give better atmospheric
conditions. At pressnt we Lave a portion of our roof
glassad 10, Ornigivally we had more glass than as pre-
sent, bnt we lengthened our gymnpasium and cut off
about 12 feet of the glass roof. An entirely glazed roof
ig desirable. Clertainly there ought to be a skylight roof
so as to provide top veutilation. Our ..pool, heing
sitnated In an industrial ares, the ridge ventilation be-
came 4 nuwlsance becuuse of dust and coke and coal
suts making the water dirty, but on the south side of
the pool we have windows. We use a Wallace and Tier-
nan chlorinator, an invention employed ‘=ttellsi\re1y in
America. The local agents are Sulphates Proprietary
Limited. This has heen entively satisfactory, and, so
far as we know, has met all the requivements of the
health regulations goveruing swimming pools. The
under-water lighting of the pool is desirable, but not
esseutinl.  With a refiltration gystem the water 18 80
clear that there is no possibility of anybody heing in
the pool without bheing scen. With a white-tiled pool
we did not consider underwater lighting uecessary.
The light above perfectly Jllum!.na’res ’rhe pool, and
under the worst conditions every movement of a
swimmer can be seen from above at any time. One big
disadvantage of our pool is the fact that we cannot have
a diving tower; the height of the building precludes it
Fueilitics for diving from various heights would add to
the attractiveness of the pool and would be appreciated
by expert swilnmers and divers. Aunother desirable
feature would be increased dressing reom accommodn-
tion. Ounr work Is based ou the club ides, and we do
not advocate the wse of the small cubicle bathiug box
in vogue at most swimming pools. We use a large open
dressing room with locker accommodation for the in-
dividual swimmers. It would be desirablo to add to
that space 1f we conld afford to do so. With 100 men
uging our dressing room at one tlme the space is taxed.
and this does uot mdl\e Tor the hest hygienie conditions.

To Mr. (dregory—"There are o number of satis-
factory boiler heating systems.  Chrs is of English

make; another 1s “ The Ideal”  We have never used
vesidual ojl. The fuel must have & degree of elarity, or
otherwise 1t will not vaporize. Owr hoiler-house
measures 35 feet by 20 feer. Tt contains three boilers.
a fAltration plant, which includes an agitation tank and
a waste water tank, aud also a 1('f1'ive1 itor for the cool
store. The plant provides hot water and steam for the
whole establishment and gives us u standby boilér in the
event of anything going wrong with either of the other
two. In certain portions of the premises we have
steam radiators. The electric motors which drive the
centripetal and centrifugal pumps in counexion
with  the fltration scheme work from eight
to nine hours a day. It iz only necessary
to  clean out the peool twice a year  We have

had practically no trowble with the installation.  On
one occasion we had difficulty with oue of the valves,
and when we dismantled 1t we discovered that some-
body had thrown semething into the pool which had
gone throngh the grating and blocked the valve. Iu
my opiuion, it would be nnwise to build an open pool
in 2 cool cimate. 1 do net think that such a pool
wonld be nsed. Tt iz desirable to place the lavatories
near the dressing room, In sueh a position that the
bathers would have to pass them before entering the
shower room. The last thing they should do before
eutering the pool 1z to shower. It 18 neceszary to con-
sider the effect of the chlorine on the bathing costumes.
We insist on no clothes being worn in our pool because
the dyes come out ia the water. Kveu going from the
shower to the pool a certain amount of dirt is collected
by the Lbathers. The greatest problem is caused by halr
from the human body. I should say that if we desired
to erect our pool to-day as a separate feature of our
work it wounld cost about £12,063. The provision of &
diving tower is most important. If it is intended to
hold swimming carnivals at the baths at Canberra, the
committee wonld be well advised to obtain the vicws
of men like Mr. Frank Beaurepairve, who have seen
swimming pools in other countries.

69. T'o Mr. Long—One boiler would probably e suf-
fictent, but it would be wise, in my opinion, to install
twvo, so that oue wonld be available as a standby. Our
pool holde 35,000 gailons of water. I do uot contend
that the system we have adopted is the best available,
but we have proved 1t to be effective from every point
of view. Bolng witomatie, practically tw o-thirds of the
time of the boiler atteudant is available for other pur-

poses.  The boilers cost a')plo\imatolv £200, to which
must be added the eonat of nstallation. The cost of the
filtvation system, togetlier with the extras put in,

smonnted to £1, 550. The pool cleaning tool—a 1'-(11'1@*(\'
of vaenum ('leanorwcoqt £70 to land. Tha chlorinater
was landed and installed for about £180. The tileg were
imported direct and cost us £760.  The tiling contract
amounted to £808. The filters were locally made, but
ctherwige the whole of the plant was imported. The
white ceramic tileg of the type we have adopted could
not be secured in Australia at the time our pool was
built. A heating plant such as ours should be suitable
for the propoesed baths at Canberra. The pipe leading
from the boiler to the pool has o diameter of 4 1nches,
which we find quite ¢ffective. ¢

70. To Mr. Holloway-—1 believe that residual oil
could be used with certain types of machinery, but it
would not suit our plant. .

To M. Cameron.—Our peak period ocenrs ou
Saturday mornings, when we have frem 320 o 370
swimmers during twe hours. From S0 to 100 parsons
condd comfortably use the pool at one time. A raised
gallery of a permanent nature is desirable, but I would
Lave the whole of the sidewalks clear. Bleacher seats
could be placed there for the accommolation of a lavge
nmmber of visitors, The eiry health authoritics tuke tests
of the water 1n the peol at different thues. Tu May last
they published s statement on swimming pools in Mel
tourne, and specially commended the poc}ls at Coanmber-
well, Maivern, and the Young Men’s Christian Assoeia-
tion.

2. 7o Senator Sampson.—The losses on our poo
amounted to £185 in 1926; £39 in 1927, £38 in 1928,
and £149 in 1020, The variation in these figurves is
due to the different sums received by way of member-
ship subseriptions. If ounr membership fees in 1925
had equalled those of the previous year, sthe pool would
have shown a profit of £10.

78. T'o Mr. (regory—1 believe that the gravity type
of filter was used for the first time in counexion with
mr pool, and has been adopted in other places as the
vesnlt of our experience. The drainage from the pool
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goes dirvect to the sewer, and that is probably desirable.

4. To the Chairman.—The scum gutter 1s designed
in suck a way that we can elean it out satisfactorily. It
should be made sufficiently deep, so that when the water
goes over it, it cannot return. This gutter also acts
as a life rail. The gutter should be well trapped.

(Taken ot Canberra.)

MONDAY, 10rve MARCH, 1830,
Present:
Mr. Lacky, Chaivman;
Senator Dooley | Mr. Curtin
Senator Reid ‘ Mr. Gregory
Senator Sampsou | Mr. Holloway.
Mr, M, Cameron |
John Smith Murdoeh, member of the Federal Capital
Connmssmu sworn and examined.

5. To the Chairmen—Since my appointment as
member of the Commission, I have given eonsideration
to the proposal to construct public swimming baths
in Clanberra. On the 20th December, 1829, your com-
mittee, in & communication to the Minister for Home
Affairs, indicated that it favoured the site known as
No. 4, lying to the south of the Hotel Canberra, and
to the west of Commonwealth offices, West Block. It
also expreszed a view that the size of the baths should
be restricted to 82 feet by 40 feet; that the depth of
water should range from 3 feet to 9 feet; that the sides
and bottom of the baths, also the walls of the building
to the height of 5 feet, should be tiled ; that submarine
lighting should be omltted and that the roof should be
oousumcted so that one—quaitm of the area covering
the deep eud should be of glass. When I came to
Canberra in January, action had been taken by the
Federal Capital Commission to prepare a design for
. the proposed baths on the lines suggested in the letter
of your committee to the Minister. The design was
submitted to the Minister on the 10th Febmmy to-
gether with an estimate of cost at £21,020. The
Minister expressed the definite view that the expendi-
ture of that sum was not warranted, and he asked
that a less expensive scheme should be considered. I
now submit two designs showing a much simpler
arrangement for open baths. Oune of these designs
18 estlmated to cost £10,150, and the other, a somewhat
smalier scheme in some 1espec‘rs, about’ £9,000—less
than one half of the estimated cost of the proposal
submitted to the Minister on 10th February. The
plans have been prepared on the suppesition that site
No. 4 is to be adopted. Speaking for myself, T hope
o 1% will mot be. The amended scheme for a bath 82
feet by 40 feet, is estimated to cost £10,150. There
will be a platform 15 feet wide aronud the swimming
pool, and 10 fest or 15 feet of this platform at the
end will be covered with a flat roof for the use of suu-
bathers. There will be no roof over the mamn swim-
ming pool. The accessory accommodation is plauned
on gimpie lines. There will be two entrances—one for
each sex. This may not be necessary, but it has been
provided in order to balance the front elevation.
Between these entrances there will be a kiosk for the
sale of cool drinks, confectionery, &e. There is pro-
vision, also, for an office, and storeroom for towels, as
well as dressing rooms for both sexes, giving accom-
modation for 88 men and 42 wowmen, with the usual
lavaetory arrangements. The surrounding walls will he
about 10 feet high, and the construction in brick.
Altogether the design is good, and, compared with the
scheme originally recommended, is a modest one. I
consider that it will give ample accommodation for
many vears.

76. 7o Mr. Gregory—There 1s provision for the
treatment of the water to ensure its purity. It had
been suggested that this might be omitted; but L would
not recommend the construction of baths without
making adequate provision for the filtration and
sterilization of the water. Therefore this estimate of
cost includes the proper sterilization and filtration of
the water, but not for heating.

. To Mr. Ourtin—The cost of & heating plant for
an open»an pool would be fairly high; but “this could,
under certain eonditions, be pr ovlded for, as at
Drunswick (Melbourne), where the warm water
from au enclosed pool is eivenlated into the open pool,
thus redueing materially the temperature of the water
in the Jatter pool.

18. To the Chairman—Provision for heating could
be made at a later date. In any case, I do not admit
that artificial Leating of the water is essential in
Canberra.  If another site of similar formation and
lovels were selected the estimate of cost in regard

t5  both amended schemes would not be altered
materially. I have uot personally inspected the
variouns sites that have besn suggested. In  the

sveond and simpler scheme which I now submit to the
committee, it 1s proposed to leave out the two dressing
rooms provided in the more expeusive proposal, and
to have a platform 10 fecet wide down either side of
the swimming pool, and a platform 14 feet wide at the
ends. Beyond the platform aleng either side there will
be dressing cubleles for 88 men and 41 women, and the
same arrangements for lavatories, kiosk and foot baths.
Around the 10-ft. space between the dressing eubieles
and the edge of the bath there will be a wooden plat-
form about 3 feet wide for sun-bathing,  Adequate
arrangements have been made to veutﬂate the cubicles
and other sccommodation.  Altogether the building
will be quite nice in appearance, and if the commirtee
thinks fit, its cost can be still further veduced by con-

struction in hardwood and galvavized iron, suitably
treated.

9. To Mr. Holloway—It is not proposed to tile the
sides or the bottom of the swimming pool. Cement

sides and bottom sultably painted will look quite well.
Tiles may be substituted at any time if considered
neeessary, 1 would suggest, also, that if the committec
favours the less expensive of the two modified schemes
now submitted to 1t, the work can be designed in such
a way as to permit of the future extension of the
swimming pool.

80. To the Chawman—Both schemes provide for a
pool of the same size——82 feet by 40 feet. A cement-
iined pool, treated in the way I suggest, could be kept
clean. It could be regarded as a eontributiou o a more
perfect scheme to be undertaken at a later date. I
would not recommend any schome that omitted ample
provision for filtration and sterilization of the water. On
the question of site for any permanent batlis proposal,
1 think this should be determined m association with
the Civie Centre of Canberra, Action should be taken
as soon as possible to design the Civic Centre, because
the location for many important public bodies must be
fixed before many years elapse. I am aware, of course,
that for several years the Federal Capital Commission
has been extremely busy with other important matters,
with the result that, up to the present, there has been
no serious attempt to design the Civie Centre. Now
that things arve comparatively quiet, the present is an
gpportunc time to give attention to this matter. A
reminder from this committee would probably earry
weight with the Government., If the design were made,
we should have less difficulty in fixing the location of
many important public functions that will be demanding
accommeodation in the near future. Mr. Griffin, the
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designer of the Federal (apital, considered the needs
of the city for the next 100 years. Accordingly he
provided & location in his plan for a great nata-
torium, somewhat on the lines of the ancieni Roman
baths. A beginning has been made to design the Civie
Centre. As uo doubt members of the commitice know,
the city plan contemplates the erection of a mounmental
town hall forming the centre of the hexagon, and huge
commercial buildings surrounding the outer circle,
from which streets radiate in all directions. Altogether
two such blocks have been erected. Omne has been
completed and the other is about three-fourths built.
All these buildings are privately-owned. It 1s assumed
that other similar blocks will be erected in the course of
time for shopping and other purposes, and that within
the hexagon, which is about 1,600 feet across its axis,
will be the town hall and other semi-public buildings.

81. To Mr. Curtin—No. 5 site is the nearest to
the Civie Centre, and site No. 2 was recommended by
the Federal Capital Commission. This recommenda-
tion disregarded the idea of the designer of the city.
Parliament has laid it down that Mr. Griffin’s plans
shall not be departed from without parliamentary
sanction. Had the scheme for the (fivie Centre heen
designed, this committee and the people generally would
have had no difficulty in determining the site for
public bathg, as well as for other public utilities, such
as a fire station, court house, police station, post ofﬁce,
aud ecitizens’ Hbrary. The population of Canberra
is fairly evenly distributed in the Ainslie and King-
gton districts; but the prineipal public school is in
Telopea Park., I think that, whilst the aim of the
committee should be to establish the permanent public
baths at Civie Centre, the present needs of the people
would be best et by the construction of a simple open
bath in the vicinity of the Telopa Pavk school. Then,
as the city develops, arrangements could be put in hand
to build the permanent public baths ou & location within
the Civie Centre design.

82. To the Chatrman.—X bath in the Telopa Park
district would not interfere with the integrity of the
Giriffin plan. T asswme that, ae the population develops,
other open baths will be established 1n variouns portions
of the eity area, but the site for the permanent baths,
which, no doubt, wili include Turkish baths and gym-
nasium, as well as other aceessories, should he in Civie
Centre.

83. To Mr. Curtin.—I consider that we shounid cater
for the needs of the children particularly, and, since
Telopea Park has an attendance roll of, I bﬂhevc over
600 children, many of whom travel from all suburbs
within the city ares, a publie bath in the vieinity of
that school would serve the mneeds of the greatest
number.

84. To the Chairman~—In compliance with the
request of the commitiee, I submit the following esti-
mates of cost for a swimming pool, 82 feet by 40
feet in accordance with the design set aside by the
Mipister as being too ambitious for preseut needs —

£ £
Adminigtrative block {brick finish, including
end galleries seating 120 persons) .. 5,000
Lockers .. .. .- .. 250
Baths (from concourse level, not ineluding
paving, to coneowrse, but including
foundations, to enclosing wails and column
supports) . 3,180
Painting generally 200
Boiler house (not 1ncIud11w zetmnmw 1\@11
or gpecial foundation for plant o any
plant) .. 1,800
10,430
Plus interest and overhead cliarges 1,043
—— 11,473

seen the new bath at Brunswick

22

ENGINEERING WORKS AT BaTHs.
HEarthworks 336
(lonerete in pooI 924

Retaining wall .. 237

Clonerete concourse 220
Tiling of pool . .. - 780
Curved tiles for angles .. . .. 50
Dyuindage .. .. .. 159
Flltels, &e., plant .. 13500
Hewer .. . . .. 750
Water supply .. .. . 154
Electric light and poewer .. 500
Parking area and grounds 250
Heating 2,000
Contingencies 800G
8,669
Interest apd overhead charges 368

9,637

21,010

If the estimated cost be considered beyond what should
be expended on this work, it could be reduced to £16,070
by omitting the roof and bringing down to a 9-f1. wall
(£2,750), and omitting heating (£2,000). The Minister
considers that even this estimate is not low enough.

I agree with him. The modified plan might very weil
be regarded as a good beginning. Certainly it 1s as
mueh as the people “of Canbeua can expect at this stage.

Opinion differs widely as to the need for an enclosed
swimming pool. Personally, I would not enter an

enclosed bath if an open pool were available. I have

{Melbourne}; but I
have not Inspected the Malvern or the modern hath con-
structed by the Melbourne City Couneil. The con-
ditlons at Brumswick are not comparable io the
couditions of Canberra, because a not inconsiderable
section of the 80,000 people 1n that suburb are living in
old houses with iraperfect bath accommodation, 1

doubt that the bath estimaied to cost £21,000 could be
got ready in time for next summer; but either of the

wodified schemes, plans of which I have just sub-
mitted, could be finished by October next. The roof
or the arrangements for heating conld be provided
later, I have formed uo idea of the probable revenue,

but I de not think a public bath in Canberra will

ever pay. [t mmust be regardedl ag a concession from
the people of Australia to the inhabitants of this city.

T consider the establishment of a public bath here
desirable, but only on a modest seale. 1 would not say
that the need is urgent, except that I believe the rising
generation should have facilities to learn swimming,

and 1n this respect be on a levél with the children in
almost every eity or towu in Australid. I consider that

2 bath constructed In accordance with the riodifisd

plans would be quite hygienic. Provision woeuld neces-
garily be made for seum gutters ar¢und the swimming
pool.

85. To Senator Reid—The cleansing of the sides
and bottom of the swimming pool, if the work is carried
out in eoncrete, shouid not be a difficult matter.” Even
a tiled bath has te be cleansed regularly by the
attendants. I admit, of ecourse, that it is not possible
to keep concrete as clean as a tiled surfsce; but tiling
would add £780 to the cost of the pool. Tn su gestmg
that the baths should be located near the Telopea Park
school, T am guided almost entirely by the needs of the
children attending that school and other private schools
gitnated south of the Molonglo. It would not be more
than about 2 miles, via Scott’s-crossing, for children
and adults Hving nerth of the Molonglo, and as most
of the peopie in Canberra own motor cars, it would
be no hardship if they had to travel to Telopea Park.
I should not say that the bulk of the people live in
the northern suburbs. The people are fairly evenly
distributed between Ainslie and Kingston, but the
latter area comtains a big artisan population. An
inexpensive public bath in the Telopea Park distriet



ArchivesACT Research Guide

would meet the needs of the Federal Capital for prob-
ably five years. By that time, perhaps, a start would
be made on the construction of the pevmaneut public
bath somewhere within the Civie Cente. It would
be possible to construct a building with a jpleasing
appearance in hardwood and galvanized iron, appro-
priately panelled and painted; but as this would
probably be objectionable to the people, awd not iu
conformity with the building regulations, it would
perhaps be better to carry out the construetion in hrick
The judicious planting of the surronnding area would
quickly beautify the site.

86. To Senator Sampson.-—I[ have uwo figures with
me to show how the population of the Federal Capital
1§ distributed; but I consider that it is falrly evenly
divided between the two areas mentioned, IDluring
week days large numbers of children from all suburbs
attend the Telopea Park school. Consequently a public
bath somewhere in that locality would meet the needs
of the greatest number of childven. Site Ko. 7 is not
far distant from the site gelected by Mrv. Grifhn for the
natatorinm. I have no doubt that, well within the nest
quarter of a century, arrangements will have to be
made for a court house, police station, post office, head
fire station, public libvary, and other quasi-public
bodies, and I suggest it is desirable to design the Civie
Centre without delay. This would de away with the
necessity for searching for sites, because every one
would know that the permanent location of zll these
bodies would be somewhere within the Clivic Centre. I
congider that it is better to meet the convenience of
one” half of the population by econstructing the swim-
ming pool in the vieinity of Telopea Park sehool, than
to inconvenience the whole of the pepulation by fixing
the location at, say, No. 4 site. The great bulk of the
ehildren in the Capital City area, ag well as many fronl
distant centres in the Territory, attend the Telopea
Park school, and arrangements could be made by the
head master for swimming ingtruction during the
summer months. The pool might even be established
in school grounds, becanse a large area of thesge 13 not
reglly necessury, or it conld be in Telopea Purk itself.
Possibly the actual eost would be less than £0,000,
because tendering for all works is now pretty keen. It
might he desirable to invite alternative tenders; that is
to say, for coustruction in concrete with or without
tiling.

87. To Mr. Gregoiy-—-1f the pool were constructed
somewhere in the vicinity of the Telopea Park School,
it.would not be so far distant from Ainslie, via Scoit’s
Crossing, where there i+ a Tow level muhm apd In 4
few years it might be possible to begin the construe-
tion of the pelmanent bath, which shonld be somewhere
within the Civie Ceutre. I recowmend o site near
Telopea Park School hecaunse of the weed o feach
children swimming, and also because children from all
parts of the clty area as well ag from the surrounding

rural districts attend the Telopen Park School. I
agree that, as the city develops, the bulk of the popu-
latlon should reside north of the Molonglo; hut ar
present it iz evenly distributed in the two disrrict.s,
and I consider it 1s befter to suit the convenience of
at least ome-half of the population if, at the same
time, the other haif is not ineonveniently served. Site
No. 7, near the Church of St. Johu the Baptist, is
within the triangie reserved for official buildings, snd
I should not like to see public baths construcred there.
My idea is to keep all buildings, except official build-
ings, outside that triangle. The site 1s near to where
Mr. Grifin intended to place the natatorium; but I
do not eonsider it so good a site as a location near the
Telopea Park School. I am keeping the needs of the
children in mind all the time. The cleansing of a
cement-lined swimming poo! will require fairly con-
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tinnal serubbing of the sides and bottows. I admit that
aigae aud other impurities will adhere to cement, no
matter how finely it is mixed. Glazed tiles provide the
iden] surface, hut the extra cost would be £780. 1 under-
staud that Hie Melbournc City Council has constineted
a model swimming pool, 200 feet by 380 feet, in
Alexandra duvive, for £14,000. 2\ similar pool should
be powhlu i Crnberra for about 15 per cent. advance
on the Melbourie cost. We shonld. have no difficulty
in gotting particalars of costs from the Melbourne City
Conneil and making a comparison with our costs. We
heve wade no estimate of the probable upkeep of the
Laths, :

88, To Nenater Dooley—The estimate of 8s. a cubie
vard for excavation, given in evidence before the com-
mirtee, is probably high. The cost naturally depends
upou the uatvre of the material to be taken out. We
estimnate tiling will cost 275, a square yard. The estimate
of £3 10, a cubie yard for concrete is perhaps on the
low side; it vepreseuts the {inished cost of the work.

86, To the Cheirmorn—1 shall look up ocur esti-
wates for the cost of tiling and verify my figures. 1t
may he of interest to the couumittee to know that

recently the Federal Cupital Commission received a
conamunicarion from Withams and Company, & Sydney
firn, stating that polished slabs made centrifugally
night be used for the bottom and sides of the swimming
pool.

0. T Senglor Sampson—N few years ago the
Telopen Purk distriet was subject to flocds, but that
trouble has been veetified now by efficient chamaoe

91. Tv Senator Reid~Cement gurfacing costs ds. 6d.
i osquare vard, and tiles 27w a souare yard. If cement
were used, aud it it were painted——the work of repaint-
ing couid be doue by the carveraker in the slack season-—

there should not be great difficulty in cleansing it of

vater vegetation.

(Taken ot Canberra.)
TUESDAY, Ilen MARCH, 1920.

Present:
Mr. Licky, Chairman;
Senator Doeley Mr. Curtin
Nenator Reid Mr. Gregory

Senator Sampson
Mz, M. (fameron

My, Holloway.

Williwm Heury Bale, Private Secretary to the Prime
Mivister, Canberra, sworn and examined.

92. o e Chairmec—Regarding the proposal to
bild baths qp Canherra, I wounld like to offer a few

observations in the hepe that they will be considered
by your comittee. The fact that I am an enthusiastic
bather aud Lave been connected with swimming and
life-saving clubs for many years does not, of course,
entirle me to speak anthor itatively as an expert on the
butlding of barhs; but perhaps these suggestions from
me as an iudividual ma 1w be of iuterest in determining
whiat shonld be done ro meet the desires of those re-
siding 1n the Federal Territory. These seems to be a

-difference of opinion as to where the baths should be

located. Witk the houses scattered, in some instances
4 or § miles apart, this 13 natural. Assuming that only
onie baths will be erected, it would he a question of
deciding which is the position that would—(a} har-
monize with the lay-out of the city, and (b) meet
the convenience of the whole of the residents
ag far as practicable. T suggest that in regard
to (a)} that the site near the No. 2 Secretariat
and the Hotel Canberra should be selected. It
would be unfortunate if baths were built in an incon-
spienous part near the Comuuission offices. Respecting



ArchivesACT Research Guide

{{) the position suggested by me would, I submit,
be as fair as possible to all. Those on the north
side of the Molonglo River weould be required to take
a4 3d. bus ride to the Hotel Canberra, whilst those on
the south could reach the baths by paying a 3d. fare.
[f the baths were built near the Clommission offices 1t
would mean that those on the Kingston side must pay
is. veturn fare to reach them. The Hotel (lanberra
is midway between the two big settlements and, in my
opinion, the baths should be located as near as possible
to it. The location of ouly one baths must necessarily
be lnconvenlent, to a certain exteni, to every .ome, as
most of the people will have to depend ou transport
arrangements to visit them. This is most undesirable.
What 1s really required is swo cheap open-air baths,
rosting, say, £7,000 each—ong situated near the school
at Telopea Park, and the other in close proximity to
the Ainslie PPark School. They weuld then be con-
venient to all the school children, whieh is the mest
important consideratiou to the public generally. T
understand that there has been some discussion regard-
ing the matter of tiling. From my experience I have
no hesitation in stating that not ouly the sides but the
bottom of the baths should be tiled. That has been
done 1 o number of cages. 1 know pluces where the
bottom has not been tiled and in uo time there is a
growth of fungus whick makes it very slippery and
dangerous, consequently it is more expensive to keep
vlean. The most important point whieh T desire to
stress 1s the question of covering the baths. 1 am
astonished to learn that there 1s a suggestion to cover
them in. It would appear that there are still a fow
people—very few, I believe—in this enlightened age
who do not recoguize that sunlight and fresh air play
a very importaut part in the health of our people. I
would not be far out in saying that out of the hun-
dreds of modern baths built you could count on the
fingers of one haud these that arc closed in. T know
of ouly three, two of which were built many years
ago. I once visited one of themn during the swmmer
time, and was glad to get out into the warm sunshine

again. They were gloomy, stifiing, and most unin-
viting. To me, they seemed to be very unhealthy, and

the noise was deafening. Swimming is essentially a
summer pastime, and [ venture to say that sheuld
your committee decide to cover in the baths it would
be a fatal blunder. All modern baths, and I have seen
vhotographs of many that have beeu built in recent
vears, are left ppen so that bathers may hask in the
sunshive. Sun-bathing through a glass roof in a stuffy
enclosure 1s a poor substitute for the opeu alr. Only
a few months ago I visited the baths just opened ar

Albury.  They arve well worth a wvisit by members of
yvour Committee.  The Albury Council apparently

knew the value of fresh air and sun-bathing, and made
ample provision in that direction. The Aquarinm, at
Coogee, New Bouth Wales, is auother open alr haths
woll worth a visit.  Katoomba, New South Wales
(which is mneh colder than Claunberra in the winter)
hias baths similar to Albury. A large pereentage of
those who will bathe in Canberra will be men and
women who work indeors. My couversations with
them leave no doubt 1n my mind that $9 per cent. want
to get out into the fresh air as speedily as possible.
Tley realize that plenty of fresh air and sunshine must
be combined with swimming to make it a real pleasure.
If 1t is desired to lLeat the water for winter swimming
then it ¢an be done, but not at the expense of shuiting
out the rays of the sun during the months when one
veally desives to bathe.  The swimming scason lasts
at least six months in Canberra, and that is the period
which should be specially catered for. If the water
¢an be heated for the remaining months, all the better,
but I venture to assert that the extra cost {or heating
and closing in the baths for the convenience of the
aniall number who will require warm water for hathing
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in the winter, will vot be justified. 1 do net prevend
to kuow anvthing about costs, but speaking as au ordi-
nury citizen, the expenditure of £80,000 to build baths
seems to e to be far too much, especially at this time
of finaneial stringeney. The Albury baths cost in the
vieinity of £4,000. With certain improvements, such
as a filtration plant costing £2,000, every ouc here
would, L think, be quite satisfied. T am mindful of the
fact that the more they cost the higher will be the
charge for admittance. This is an important facter
to be considered if it is desired to make the proposition
a payable oue as far ag possible. There seems to be
a geueral impression that there should be a palatial
building in Canberra in order to induce the swimming
assoclation to hold its champlonship carnivals here.
It appears to be forgotten that it is very efpensive to
invite international champions to dustralia to compete
with our lecal swimmers, aud there is no likelihood of
races being held in Canberra until the population
exceeds that of either Melbourne or Sydney. I am
afraid 1t will be many years before that happens. Baths
arve hadly needed in Canberva. Most of ns came from
Lomes nenr the seaside, and, during the recent spell of
hot weather, missed bathing asecommodation very
mueh, I am sure T am speaking ou behalf of the whole
of the residents of the Federal Tervitory when I say
that we wounld much appreciate action bheing taken
that would ensure the building of suitable baths
in time for the  beginning  of  next  season.
I have been a resident of Clanberra for about 24 yearvs,
and am of the opinion that a public swimming bath
would be patronized by a grear number of persons for
more than six months in the year; but, generally speak-
g, & swimming pool would be well patronized from
October to March. I base my estimate of cost of
£7,000 on a statement of Mr. Mulrooucy that the cost of
the Albury baths was £4000. I think a swimming
pool could be built at Canberra at practically the same
cost ay at Albury. Iu addition to the estimate of £4,000,
which I have meutioned, £2,300 would have to be
added for a filtration plant, which would then make
the total cost only £6,300. The Albury baths are not
tiled, but any pool erected in Canberra should, I
think, be tiled. Mr. Murdoch, I understand, suggested
the use of tile paint, but from what T have lieard,
the use of this preparation has not been at all suceessful
where it has been tried. I have been informed that
an additional €780 would be involved for tiling, and
I am swrprised that the cost should be so great. Even
if tiling should cost £780, 1 consider the expendituve
Justified as it would provide & permanent face and one
which could be easily cleaused, whereas tile paint has
many disadvantages.

95. T'o Mr. Holloway—11 tiles were used, the samo
fine finish would not be required on the conerete, and
te that extent some expenditure might be saved.

4. To the Chairmai—1L have had an opportunity
of inspecting the plans and am surprised to find that
the length of the proposed bathing pool is to ke
only 32 feet. I think it should ke 55 yards, as that is
the length usnally provided in important swimming
pools. Tu baths of that size 32 lengths wounld be equal
to a mile, or sixteen lengths to half a2 mile. A length of
52 feet is not of any advantage from that viewpoint,
aud gpecial provision would have to be made for arrang-
ing distanees in the event of swimming carnivals.
Swimming vaces in Australin are not conducted under
the metric system, and championship races are uswally
over u quarter of a mile or half a mile. The Domaixy
baths, in Syuney, where championship races are held,
are 110 yards long. It is not likely that championship
races will De held in Canberra for some time to come;
but it is desirable when arranging the size to keep the
dimengions in conformity with those nsed in connexion
with sueh events, I would favour a bathing pool 55
yards long, aud I consider one 82 feet in length much
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too small. If a bathing pool were construeted in the
vieinity of the Telopea Park School, it weuld be con
vepient t0 a large number of thoss resident on the south-
ern side of the river, but inconvenient to those ou the
nartheru side of the Molonglo, particularly if rhey had
to-be transported by the present bus route past the Com-
mission offices and the Hotel Canberra. If trausport
facilities were provided via Seott’s Crossing, the dis-
tance to be traversed would perhaps be no greater than
to:-the vieinity of the Hotel Canberra, where, I under-
stand, it was proposed to build the baths. Dressing room
accommodation for 88 males and 41 females should be
. adequate.

-+ 95. To Mr. Hollsway~1 understand the Bruuswick
Laths are 35 yards long, and the Richmorid baths 50
yards long, but I do not know the length of the Young
Mer’s Christian Association swimming pool.  For the
information of the committee, I produce photographs
taken from curvent newspapers showing open air baths,
which I wvery strongly favour. HEven if the dfirst
proposal which the eommittee was considering, ramely,
covered-in baths, was considered, 1 do not think they
would be patronized to any extent during the winter
months. There weuld, of ccurse, be a few patrous,
but I do nei think the reveuue obtained would iu any
sense justify the extra expenditure involved. Tlose
who like to bathe in the winier wsually prefer cold
water. In ocrder to imeet the requirements of all of
the residents of Canberra, I think it ounly fair to
say that a site midway between the two big contres
of population, say, adjacent to the Hotel Canberra,
would be mest couvenient, althongh cvery oue visiting
the baths in that locality would have te travel by bus
or use some other means of conveyance. Baths on a
site adjacent to the Telopea Park Schocl would, I
believe, be more convenleut to a majority of the people
in Canberra, and would alse be handy to o very large
number of school children who should be the mam
consideration. . If baths weve erected in that locality,
a large number would be able to have an early morning
swim, without having to contend with transport difii-
eulties, whereas, if they were adjacent to the Hofel
Canherra, time world be taken in travelling backwards
~and-forwards, which is an important consideratiown.

.88, To My, Ourtin—If only one swimming pool is
to.be erected certain vesidents of Canberra must neces-
sarily-‘be affected. TIf the baths are erected adjacent
o the larger school, transport difficulties will be
reduced to a minimum. T contend that the primary
object in erecting a public swimming pool is to provide
school children with the opportunity of lesrning to
swim, aud the next is to provide recreation facilitles
for the public generally. I do not think it necessary
to provide bathing faecilities in keeping with the
present architectural staudsrd of Canberra. A briek
wall as 1s suggested seems to me to be an unvecessary
expense. The erection of a cyclone fence with creepers
and shrubs should be sufficient, and would, before long,
. prove attractive in appeavance. The wall and narrow
roof suggested, is, in my opinion, quite unnecessary, as
“tost.of the bathers would prefer to tuke advantage of
_the sunlight. - Sun-bathing is a popular pastime and
very little advantage would be taken of the shade which
it-1s .proposed to provide, excepting on an extremely
hot day.  In any case, only a little shade is needed. It
may be necessary to provide a small kicsk for the sale
of soft drinks, sweets and fruit, which sould be made
under the control of the person in charge of the baths. T
would not advocate the erection of a pool less than 150
feet long. I cannot understand how a pool less than 30
yards long is likely to cost over £10,000, particularly as

the Albury baths, which are 55 yards long, eest only

£4,000. A cyclone fence 10 feet high covered with

eraapers, such as I have suggested, should be sufficient to

break the strong winds. If the baths are to be bnilt on

a site adjacent to the Hotel Canberrs, possibly the

erection of a brick wall would be necessary in order that
F.3502.—3

the structure should harmonize, architecturaliy, with
the surrounding building, but if they are to he built in
the vieinity of the Telopea Park School, that factor
need not be taken into consideration,

87. To Senafor Sumpson-—When I inspected the
Albury baths, they had not been cpened and the dis-
advantage of coucrete bottom to which I Lave referred,
was nuot then strikingly appavent, but 1 know that
other baths of rthat type of construction have caused a
good deal of trouble. I cousider tiled baths preferable
and less expensive n the eud.

05. Yo Mr. M. Cameron-——The distgnee which a pes-
son conld reasonably be asked to walk to a swimming
pool 15, of course, & matter of opinion, but a mile would
not be too far for me. It baths were erected on a site to
the south of St. Johu's. Chureh, a majority of the resi-
dents of Kingston aud :Alusiie would have more than a
mile to walk, which is too great for some people,
especially the womenfolk., Ou a very hot day, I suppose
500 persons would be patroulzing the baths i Canberra
at the one time, I would uot be surprised to learn that
the Footseray baths, which are double the size of the
proposed structure at Canberra, have accommodated
5,600 people during the oue period. In those sircum-
stances, I suppose a pool 82 feet long should be sufficient
for 500 people to ool themselves, but they would have
little opportunities for swimming. .iitheugh { consider
a poel 82 feet long inadequate, 1 suppose “ half a loaf
is better than no bread 7.

89, To Mr. Gregory-—I have not any definite data
goncerning the population on the northern and southern
sides of the Molouglo, but I shonld say that a great
proportion resides in Forvest, Griffith, Telopea Park and
Kingsten, which is on the southern side of the river.
The Federal Capital Commission seems to be conduct-
ing its building operations in the vieinity of Manuka,
which is on the southeru side.  Assuming that only
one pool is to Le coustructed for some years to come,
and takiug all the circumstances into consideration, I
should say that the baths should be constructed in fairly
close proximity to the Telopea Park School, as by so
doing bathing facilitics would be provided for a
majority of the Canberra people with & minimum of
inconvenieuce, I am strongly in favour of an open pool,
which could, iu the absence of a wall, be protected with
& covered fence or shrubbery.  Baths crected in the
vielnity of 8t, John's Churel would not be convenient
to any number of people, as the Aduslie children would
have to travel by bus, as wounld also the scholars from
Telopea Park.

100, Fo Senator Deoley—Whichever site iz selocted
there will be dissatisfaction, but that is due o the
reaarkable manner in which the eity has been laid
out. If a site midway between the two principal
centres of the population is selected, there are likely
to be expressions of dissatisfaction from both. If the
committee thinks there ig any possibility of a second
hathing pool being erected at some future date, very
careful consideration must be given to the selection of
the site on which the first is to be built. If the first
is to be built in the vicinity of Telopea Park to con-
venlence those on the southern side of the river, another
could be erected later for the benefit of those on the
northern side; but if the first vocl is erected in the
vieinity of the Iotel Canberra, neither the residents
on the northern or the southern side will be jmme-
diztely benefited. If the committee has in mind
the ultimate erection of & second bathing pool, the first
should be erected in the vicinity of the Telopea Park
School, which has 2 much larger number of scholars
than the Ainslie School. :

161. To Senator Beid—The first consideration should
be given to the requirements of the children who shonld
be taught to swim early in life. If the baths were con-
veniently situated many adults would take advantage
of the opportunity of an early morning swim,

The witness withdrew.
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Harold John Filshie, B.A., headmagter, Intermediate
High School, Telopea Park, Canberra, sworn and
examined, :

102. T'o the Chairman.—L am aware that the com-
mittee is considering a proposal to construct swimming
baths in Canberra, for which, 1 contend, there is an
nrgent need. I cannot claim to have any infimate
knowiedge of modern freshwater swimming pools. T
have been closely associated with swimming for the
past 25 years; but mostly in connexion with the
metropolitar scheools in Sydney, the scholars from
which have attended swimming classes at different
salt-water baths, The only closed baths of which I
have any knowledge arve those at Drummoyne and
Coogee. If baths were erected in Canberra they would
be exteusively patronized by school children, and
swimming would be included in the school curriculum.
Of a total. of 320 children of nine years of age and
over attending the Telopea Tark schocl, there are
only 110 who can swim a distance of 10 yards or more,
That is a low percenfage in comparison with that of
other schools. Fully 200 scholars would join a swim-
ming elags if facilities were available for instruction.
At attempt was made some time ago to establish a
Christmas vacational swimming school in Canberra.
Instructors were appointed by the Education Depart-
ment of New South Wales, and 160 non-swimmers
were enrolled during the Christmas vacation, when a
large number of the children were absent from Can-
berra with their pavents. The scheme fell through,
however, owing to the fact that the health aunthorities
said that the water in the Molonglo at that time was
not fit for swimming purposes. A similar scheme
was not proeceeded with this year, as it was felt that
the same objection would be raised, and the class would
have to be dishanded. The only swimming pool avail-
able 1s at the back of the power house, where t':+ wator
is badly discoloured, overgrown with weeds, and
entirely unsafe for non-swimmers. We have been con-
dueting classes amongst the secondary boys; but our
efforts have not been altogether satisfactory owing to
the conditions which prevail. I have been in Canberra
for over two years, and T do not think there would be
much swimming in the open between April and
QOctober. From the 1st of Wovember to the end of
Marchk would, I think, define the limits of the
swimming season. There would be a iimited number
that would, perhaps, utilize a bathing pool for s longer
period, particularly those who have been accustomed
to living at such places as Manly, where bathing com-
mences In September and coutinues untt! May. I am
not in favour of enclosed baths, as I contend that one
of the principal pleasures associated with swimming
is the opportunity of sun-bathing.  Ieated water
would not, I think, prove am atiraction to school
children, who derive pleasure not only from swimming
in ecol water, but from a general romp aud the oppor-
tunity of sun-bathing. I think it of great lmportance
to erect public swimming baths 1n elose proximity to
our principal schools. I was a member of the com-
mittee of Canberra citizens which considered this sub-
jeet some twelve or eighteen months age, and I then
recommended the construetion of baths on a recreation
area adjacent to the Blandfordia tennis courts and
bowiing green, which wonld be fairly central to the
four prineipal schools, which have a total attendance
of approximately 1,000 children. The present attend-
ance at Telopea Park is 560, St. Christopher’s 250,
(lanberra Boys’ Grammar School about 70, and 8t
Gabriel’s Girls’ School 20 to 100. The tume taken to
walk from the Canberra Boys' Grammar School to the
site T suggest would not be more than 10 minutes, and
is not more than a few minutes from the other schools
I have mentioned. The site is a psrmanent recreation
reserve, on which tennis courts and & bowling green
have been provided, and is not more than a few minutey’

26

walk from a ’bus route. Baths on such a site would,
doubtless, be availed of by tennis players and bowlers,
as well as helng centrally situated in a large residential
area. Baths conveniently situated to the Telopea Park
school would be used on Wednesday afternoons by the
pupils of the secondary school, and on Friday after-
noon by those of the primary school, as well as by a
large number of adults. It is necessary that a bathing
pool should be easily accessible from the school rather
than from the children’s homes. Wherever the baths
are situated transport arrangements will have to be
provided. There are only 250 puplls at the Alnsle
school; but at the Telopea Park school we have 40
or 50 scholars from Ainslie receiving secondary educa-
tion, as well as scholars from the Cotter River, Molonglo
and Hall. If the convenience of the school children
is to be eonsidered, it muat be remembered that there
are approximately 1,000 attending schools on the
southern side of the river, and only 250 attending
school on the northern side.

108. To Mr. M. Cameron—I do not knmow what
proportion of the population of Canberra resides on the
southern side of the river; but I consider the site T
have suggested fairly central for the residents on that
side of the river. A large proportion of public ser-
vants who work at Civie Centre and in the secretariat
buildings live on the southern side of the Molonglo.
The committee should also hear in mind that a high
school 15 to be established in Canberra, and the site
suggested is In the vieinity of the Hotel Wellington,
whick ig also convenient. I understand the site for the
high school has been definitely decided upon by the
authorities.

104, To Mr. M. Cameron—In most cases the school
children would patronize the swimming baths after
leaving the schools provided satisfactory arrange-
ments were made for transport, and I suggest the issue
of season tickets, at a cost of, say, 2s. a month,
which they would use on probably three or four
afternoons a week. I understand the proposed swim-
ming pool is to be $2 feet in length; but I would
prefer it to he extended to 83 vards or 33 metres, with
ample provision at the shaliow end for the use of be-
ginners. I think that the proposed pool is toe small for
the requirements. I eould not say definitely how many
sehool children would be using the pool at the one time,
but T think that probably 200 schelars from Telopea
Park would make fairly frequent use of it. We would
have big classes under expert male and female in-
structors for teaching the beginmers, with the necsssary
provision for classes in connexion with lfesaving.
There is no finer way of developing children physieally
than by sewimming, I have been associated with
swimmers such as Charlten and others at Manly, and
have always noted that the physigue of a swimmer Is
guperior to that of any other athlete. The physieal
development of the children should be carefully con-
sidered and the establishment of haths would assist in
that direction. If 200 children from the Telopea Park
school were using the baths they would not all he there
at once—probably 100 on Wednesday and 100 on
Friday., At present approximately 65 per cent. of the
children of nine years and over at Telopeas Park school
camot swim at all, and two-thirds of the number who
would be present would be in the shallow end.

165. To Mr. Gregory—IL understand that the com-
mitiee 1s desirous of serving, to the best of its ability,
the whole of the people; but wherever the bhaths are
erected, some must be inconvenieneed. T do not think
the children should be expected to walk more than a
mile to a swimming bath.. If baths were built on the
site suggested in the Griffin plan it would be very
inconvenient to residents of Griffith, the Causeway,
Kingston, Forrest and Red Hill. T am considering this
matter more from the school children’s viewpoint, as
many of the adult poprlation have got out of the gwim-
ming habit. Baths will be patronized prineipally by
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members of sporting bodies and school children. In
view of the severity of the wind during certain periods
of the year, I think the baths should be protected. The
absence of any break would be an Inconvenience to
bathers and probably cause the water to become dis-
coloured by dust. I have seen the Melbourne City and
Richmond baths, but I have not visited the baths at
Malvern in Vietoria, Probably an earthwork gallery
or break would be more expeusive than a brick wall,

106, To Senglor Eeid—Where faciiities arve avail-
able swimming is included in the school currienlum, Tt
iy quite voluntary, but there iz not much compulsion
needed where facilities are available. I asked the chil-
dren at Telopea Park this morning how many would
joiu a swimming class if baths were available, and they
were quite unanimous in favour of joining up. During
the: Christmes vaeation 160 youngsters were ready to
join a class and go to the pool at the Power House for
daily instruction, and.that was 2t a time when half the
population was absent on holidays. We are not allowead
to instruet children tmder nine years of age. There are
320 scholars in the Telopea Park school of niue years
of age and over and of that number 65 per cent. cannot
swim. 1 have suggested a brick wall for proteetion
against wind and dust, as [ think it wounld be some years
before a creeper or a shrubbery would be sufficiently
advanced to keep out wind and dust. Even if a wall
ig erected it counld be covered in time with creepers, and
the general suwrroundings of the pool beautified by
shrubs, lawns and garden plots.

(Zaken at Canberra.)
WEDNESDAY, 12re MARCH, 1930.

Present
Mr. Lacey, Chairman;
‘Senator Donley My, Curtin
" Senator Reid My, Gregory
. Senator Sampson | Mr, Lone.
© Mr. M. Cameron !
Rupert Clarence Smith, Head Master of the Ainslie
Public Scheol, sworn and examined.

2107, To the Chairman~1 am aware of the pro-
posal to erect public swimming baths in Canberra,
and- although I have had no experience of teaching
swimmirg iu closed baths 1 have taught hundreds of
ehildren to swim in rivers where stretches of ghallow
water have been chosen as swimming grounds, Speeial
consideration should be given to the needs of school
children in constructing baths in Canberra, and careful
attention should be paid te the depth of the water.
Ouri department provides for the handling of classes
of from: 40 to 50 children at a tume. Under the latest
methods’ of teaching, the group system iz used. As
many-as 60 or 70 children are controlled by one teacher,
the pupils working in pairs. In the teaching of swim-
ming 1t would be necessary to have a sufficient area
of water-of a depth of from 3 to 4 feet. In my opinion,
there wounld be an insufficient area of shallow water in
a.pool 80 feet long with a depth of 3 feet at the shallow
end; and gradually sleping to 8 or 2 feet at the deep
end. A pool of such measurements would preveus us
from handling a sufficiently large number of children
at one time. - We usnally teke children from the age
of % years, and a depth of 3 feet 6 inches would not be
too great, If half the pool ranged 1n depth from
3 feet to 8 feet 6 inches, there would be an area of about
40 feet by 40 feet of shallow water in which a large
class could be taught to swim. If & rope were hung
across the bhaths at the point where the water suddenly
deepened, there would be no danger, because the
children receiving lessons in swimming would be under
the close supervision of a teacher. Even on days when

there was no teacher in attendance such a rope would
indicate the deeper water and make the pool safe for
the youngest pupils. I have resided in Canberra for
nbout eighteen montks, and I should say that swimming
could be indulged in, in an average season, from the
middle of November until about the middle of March,
and in some years until the end of March. I do not
think that swimming could have hegun last year until
the end of November. We have about 180 children
over the age of eight years at the Ainslie School, and
ouly twelve of them, 7 boys and 5 girls, can swim. The
total number in attendance is 250, and I helieve that
practically the whole of the childrven would attend the
baths for instruetional purposes. Last year the depart-
ment proposed to hold a swimming school in the
Molonglo River, but owing to the state of the stream
the arrangements were cancelled. About 90 per cent.
of the children were then anxicus to learn to swim,
If the proposed baths were built, swimming lessons
wonld ve included iun the sckool eurriculum., In my
opinion, the baths should be loeated within walking
distance of the greatest number of homes. I should
say that a site on & regular bus route, or within a
few minates walk of it, should receive Arst considera-
tion. It seems to me that the most favorable site
is near the main bridge at Acton. It wonld be within
resch of childven living on hoth sides of the river.
You inform me that it has been suggested that a site
at Telopea Park would suit the largest number, There
are between 500 and 600 children attending the Telopea
Park School, but they are not all residents of that
distriet. About 100 of those children live on the north
side of the river, and travel to school by bus. Those
children would desire to use the baths in other than
school hours. A uuwmber of the scholars come from
Westridge aud other outlying portions of the Capital.
I anticipate that the attendance at the Aluslie School
will be 800 by the end of the present year, and it may
inerease to 400 next year. Therefore, a large number
of children would be deprived of the use of the baths
if they were not built within a reasonable distance
from their homes. 1 do not think it wounld be better to
compel one-thivd of the school children to use the
huses in attending the baths than to make all of them
travel some distance. Very few children in capital
cities have swimming baths so elose to their doors that
they can reach them without travelling at least one sec-
tion by tram or train. Whaile I consider the baths most
desirable from the point of view of the adult population,
I regard them as most necessary in the interests of
the children.

108, T Mr. Long—In saying that the swimming
season in Canberra would extend from the middle of
November to the middle of March, T am thinking of
open baths., I do not think that the heating of the bhaths
would be justified, so far as the children’s interests are
concerned. I do not think that the heating of the water
would encourage swimming for the whole year. I
have not considered the wisdom of providing heated
baths. I am doubtful whether winter swimming would
be pepular. I de not think a sufficient number of
pupils would he attracted to the baths in the winter
months, I have no doubt as to the readiness of the
children to bathe, even in icy water, because I have
found it difficult to.restrain them as the swimming
season approaches, hut I am afraid that their parents
would be prejudiced against allowing them to partiei-
pate in winter swimming. The pareuts would be
enthusiastic over the teaching of their children to swim
in the summer months,

189. T'o Senaior Sampson.—Assuming that the baths
were erected near Telopea Park it is conceivable that
the Commigsion might grant concessions to the children
who had to use the buses in reaching the baths for
swimming lessous. At present, children are charged
1d. each way between Ainshe and Telopea Park. Somse
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pupils travel from Ainslie to Telepea Park on Thurs-
days for domestic sclence Instruction, and they are
carried free of charge. Bince swimming wounld be part
of the school curricuinm it is possible that some con-
cession would be made on bus faves. I am quite satisfied
that the children are very keen on having swimming
lesgons,

110. Ty Mr. Cwmeron~—The department considers
that the average pupil can be taught to swim in ten
legsons, I have taught children of 2 and & years to
swim 10 yards in two lessoms. Results have been
recorded from year to year, and we have found that
between 90 aud 95 per cent. of the pupils acquire the
art in ten lessons. Only delicate or mnerveus children
fail to learn after that smount of instruction. ¥ou
suggest that for the purpose of teaching large classes,
there ought to be a sufficient area of shallow water in
a pool 83 feet long, 40 feei wide, ranging in depth
from 3 feet to § feet, and having a gradual slope, and
that the great majority of the pupils would soon be
taught to swim. I point out that under ordinary cir-
cumstances, a clazs would receive ouly one or two
lessons a week, and the lessons would extend over ten
woeks.  In the swimming schools conducted during
the vacation, the lessons are given on ten consecutive
days. I admit that onee the pupils acquire o taste for
the water they aticnd the baths of their own accord,
but they do not necessarily learn to swim ; they generally
play about inn the shallow water. I should say that the
bathe should be located within a walking distance of
about 2 mile of the residential area to be served. There
are gome residents who look upon swimming facilities
ag most important, and they might be infinenced to
reside in the vieinity of public baths, Hesidents of
Ainslie slready feel that they are furthest removed from
railway and shopping facilities and picture theatres
and they wounld regard the building of public *aths on
the south side of the river as an addition to the.r draw
backs.

111. ¥o Mr. Gregory—Having regard to the interests
of the residents of Canberra as a whole, I should say
that either No. 1 or No. 2 site would be the meost suit-
able. It 1is within reach of both the adult ard juvenile
pepulation of Ainslie.

118. %o Senalor Dooley—If the baths were built
in the Telopea Park aren the residents of Ainslia
would be offended, and I am afraid they would not
patronize them. I do not favour the building of baths
on a site that suits one section of the people more than
another. The site proposed near St. Johw's Church
would not be satisfactory, being some distance away
from a bus route.

113. To Senator Reid-—There are many sand beds
along the river Murray that are ideally suited for the
giving of swimming lessons under the group systeni.
There are generally deep paris of the river alengside
the sand beds, and the deep water is indicated by ropes
or fiags. In my opinion, a depth of more than 3 feet
would be rather dangerous for children aged T years.
Thirty children between the ages of 12 and i4 years
travel from the north side to Telopea Park to receive
extra lessons, and they are all of the swimming age.
If the baths were established a; Telopea Park those
children could easily attend them, but the number
of pupils at Ainslie is increasing, and I claim that
the interests of the 250 children already attending the
Ainslie School should net be sei aside. I have already
pointed out that those figures are not likely to remain
stationary.

114. To Mr. Curtin—I see no strong cbjection to
the choice of a site that weuld involve the use of
transport facilities by all those desirous of patronizing
the baths. You ask me if it would be practicable to
provide transport to the baths for over 1,000 children.
I am assuming that such transport would be unneces-
sary, because the site I have mentioned would he within

walking distance. Proposed site No. 4 would be satis-
factory if it did net involve an increase in bus faves.
My objection to the building of the baths at Telopen
Park is that they would not be largely availed of
by residents on the norih side of the river. If a bus
fare of 1d. were charged, school childven would be
prepared to travel auy distance to the baths. You
tell me that it would be cheaper to provide special
bus facilities for 300 pupils on the north side of the
river than for 1,600 ou the south side. I point out
that many of the children would use the baths six days
a week. I am consideving the proposal from the point
of view of the interests of both children and adults,

118, To the Chairman~—If the baths were built at
Telopea Park it wounld rake Ainslie pupils from 25 to
30 minutes to travel to aud from the baths, and a
swimming lesson would last fer half or three-quarters
of an hons.

116. Fo Mr. Curlin—I do not think that our de-
partment would approve of the whole of an afternoon
being devoted to swimming instruction.

The witness withdreuw,

Joseph Stewart Weatherston, representing the Publis
Service Welfare Committee, recalled and further
examined.

117, To the Chatrman.—The evidence that has been
given recently regarding the provision of a swimming
pool in Canberra has been discussed by the Public
Service Welfare Committee, which has asked me to
attend and say thag, in view of the new proposal to
erect a smaller aud less costly pool, it is not anxicus
that such a structure should be placed in & central and
prominent position. Therefore, my committee approves
of the proposal to provide the pool on one side of the
aity ou the understanding that in the future similar
facility will be given on the other side. The site that
we understand has been recommmended by the head-
master of the Telopea Park School iz approved by us
We believe 1t iz on the Forrest recreation reserve
alongside the No. 2 bus route. We are particularly
anxicus that the pool shouid be placed on a bus route.
We are also desirous that, if possible, it should be tiled.
We are of the opinien that provision should be made
at once for future additions. In cage it may be decided
to install wuder-water lighting, we should like "the
necessary channels to be provided now so that this
lighting might be added at trifling additional cost at
some future date. We hope that provision for exten-
gion of the pool will be made immediately. We con-
sider that the proposed pool 1s slightly smaller than
it should be if it Is to he in keeping with the require-
ments of Canberva, but if provision is made for exten-
sion we shall he in accord with the proposal to reduce
the length to 82 ft. § in. We understand that quite a
number of swimming pools in the United States of
America in which championships are held are lees than
32 ft. 6 in. in length. We hope that in the not far
distant future it will be possible to provide an
additional swimming pool in the northern residential
portion of the capital. We are not altogether in aceord
with the suggestion that if one pool is to be buili on &
site that will suit the residents on the south side of the
city another pocl should be built on the north side
at a distance from the residential area. That is to say,
we do not altogether agree with My, Murdoch that the
main pool sheuld be located on the hexagonal area at
Civie Centre. We think it should be closer to the
vesidential area in order to provide greater con-
venience to-the people, and, therefore, a more satis-
factory revenue. - If it is to be a main bathing pool on
the lines previously suggested we recommend that 1t be
located ir the centre of the capital near the half-way
point along the bus routes, but if a smaller and less
ornamental structure is to be provided we do not desire
to see 1t built near the central administrative block,
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We consider that the site on the Iorrest ecreation
Reserve will suit by fav the greatest number of the
children in Canberra, and will also be handy to at
least half the residents of the city. We hope that tha
pool will have a surronnding wall of brick, and that
provision will ke made for the nddition at 'a Iater period
of heating appliances. Despite the optimistic remarks
of many persons, we know that the season for swim-
ming in open baths is limited in Canberra to a period
of about three months. The rapid changes of tem-
perature lhere will preclude bathing to a greai extent
for nine months of the year. We trust that when the
financial position improves provision will be made to
- regulate the temyperature of the water so that swim-
ming facilities will be available for a much Tonger
peried than will be possible with o small open pool
The proposed pool will be 40 feet wide, and the depth
will inerease gradually from 3 feet to O feef. At
least an area 12 feet by 40 feet conld be roped off at
the shallow end of the poel to make & safe hathing
area Tor those wnable to swim. I do mnot advoeato
attempting to ecater to any great extent for non-
swimmers. Every boy aund girl ought to be taught to
swim, and if the pool were teo shallow it would greatly
interfere with the bathing facilities of the adults. The
exact depth at wvarious parts of the peol 1s a matter
to be dealt with by swimming experts.

118. To  Mr. Cameron—The residents of fho
northern pertion of Canberra are well represented on
the Public Service Weliare Committes, Thev know
that if there is to be a small peol it must be provided
at one end of the city and that later on ancther will
be built at the other end. The population of Canberra
has not yet reached the point to which it will normally
inerease. The figures of Washington over a large num-
ber of years show that the population of that city as
compared with that of the United States of America is
in the proportion of 1 to 240. On that basie, allowing
glightly different figures because of the large black
-population in Washington, and taking a basis of, say,
1 1n 300, with the present population of Australia there
ought now to be 25000 peopls residing in Canberra.
- L am assuming that Commonwealth activities arve eqnal
- to the Tederal activities in the United States of
© America, but we know that the Commonwealth
actlvities are greater than those of the Federal Govern-
- ment in the United States of America. So it is a con-
. pervative estimate to say that the normal pepulation
oof Canberra should be 25,000 for every 6,000,000
- people in Australia. On that basis we think that there
15 ample justification for the construation of two bath-
" ing pools in Canberra.

_ 119, To Mv. Curtin.—You suggest that I am com-
.. paring a capital that has been developing for over

" 100 years with a capital in embryo, but I submit that
<. Canberra will grow rapidly in population, and resi-

- dents on the north side will soon have justification for

- the erection of a sscond bath there.

120, To My, Cameron~—There is an ample ares of
land available at the Forvest site, You ask me
whether the grounds on which the haths are located

shotld be made a beauty spot where visitors could vest
v seats or lawns while watehing the swimmers. The
guestion presupposes a transparent enclosure, but I
contend that ehmatic condislons in Canperra would not
lend themselves to a wire uetting enclosure. Almost
every afternoon in summer a sea breeze springs up, and
the nights are almost always cold. I think that the
baths will have to be enclosed. I trust that the sur-
roundings of the baths will be made beautiful in
keeping with the general tone of the city, but not for
the purpose of enabling parents and visitors 0 witness
the exhibitions of swimming,

121, To  Mr. Uregory—The evection of mounds
planted with grasses and shrubs to serve the place of
walle seems a good idea, but I am safraid it would not
provide sufficient protection from winds.

122, Fo M. Cemeron~—I1 consider that there iz 2
great aifference Dbetween the eclimatic conditions st
Malvern, Vietoria, and at Canberra. Here we get a
cold sen breeze between 2 and 5 pon. nearly every
afternoon throughout the summer. On the bowling-
green one needs a sweater to vely ou playlng in com-
fort. Youw ask me whether I think that a plain
brick wall would malke the enclosure look too much
like a gaol. I have foo wuch confidence in Mr.
Murdesh as an architect to imagine thai he would
sponsor the erection of a structure resembling a prison.
Some of the brick walls to be seen in the Old World
are beautiful in design. The Melbowme climate can-
uot be compared with that of Canberva. The summer
breezes experienced here pass over 60 miles of
tableland, while a breeze in Melbournie comes across
thowsands of miles of temperate ocean. Canberra has
very few humid nights in the summer. It is wearly
2,000 feet above sea level, while Melbourne is ahuiost
awash with the sea.

123. T'o Mr. Gregory~-The Public Service Welfare
Committee represents all the public servants in Can-
herra. Half the departments aze located on the north
side of the city. Our decision was unanimous, becanse
those tnembers ou the north side kuew they had no
chance of the bathing pocl being placed there. They
realized that the greatest development Las pecurred on
the south side, and they supported the request in the
hope that later on a pool would be erected in the rasi-
dential district on the north side.

124. Yo Senator Reid -1 cannot say whai was the
population of Waskington when it was as young a city
as Canberra. Some time has elapsed since T took out
the figures relating to Washington, but T noticed how
gteadily the proportion of 1 in 240 was maintained
throughout the decades. Members of our committee
have seen public swimming peols in various parts of
the world. One spoke very highly of the heated bath
in Capetown. Anoiher told us what he had seen in
Havana. Some members of the committee are familiar
with the Clamberwell baths near Melbourne, and some
of them have said that the Footscray baths are the
most up to date in the metropclitan area of Vietoria.
If there is any money available for beautifying the
proposed pool we should prefer to see it spent in tiling
it. The surroundings are of secondary consideration.

By Authority: H. J. Graew, Government Printer, Canberra.






