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PHONE J3311 CANBERRA CITY 

DON 

FLER 

PARKER 

C.R.O. 

BURGESS 

NAMCO 

BERKELEY 

MILES 

FORD 

BRIERLY 

BERRYMAN

etc. 

 

Home Furnishing 
Specialists 

Before you 

make a final de­

cision let us 

quote. 

The decision to buy or build a house is one 
that the majority of us have to face .. . But, 
before we purchase or build we will sensibly 
consult the experts in the building field .. . So 
too, must we consult experts when furniture is 
required . . . For the right advice, the r ight 
furniture at the right price consult Rogers of 

Canberra. 

Canberra's brightest 
Carpet Display 

OUR OUTDOOR 
Representative is at 
your service at all 
times . . . Have your 
floors measured and 
receive an "On the ,_., 
Spot" quote free of .{j 
any obligation what5 
soever ... We stock 
Westminster, Craftex, 
Axminster, in fact all 
the well-known makes 
of floor coverings. 

EASIEST TERMS l'N1 CANBERRfl 
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BUILD YOUR· HOME IN 
CANBERRA 

* 
FOREWORD1· 

This booklet is published by the National Capital Development Com­
mission as a guide to prospective home builders in Canberra. In its 
preparation: the Commission has been assisted by Mr. C. D . Spotswood. 
former Proper Authority under the Canberra Building Regulations. and 
by officers of the Department of the Interior. 

The booklet tells prospective home builders how to get land and of the 

special leasehold and building regulations operating in Canberra. It 
also reviews the sources of finance available to home builders and 
contains general advice on such matters as design, siting and arrange­
ments with architects and building contractors. 

The National Capital Development Commission, the statutory authority 
responsible for developing Canberra, both as the National Capital and 
as a place in which increasing numbers of Australians will live, is giving 
every encouragement to private home builders. In 1958 a Homes Advisory 
Service was set up by the Commission and, in the first two years of 
its existence, has 'sold plans for houses to the value of £1 million. The 
back cover of this booklet carries information on the facilities offered 
by the Homes Advisory Service. 

More and more land is being prepared in Canberra for private home 
building. In 1960, 683 blocks of land were released to private home 
builders, compared with 567 in 1959 and 372 in 1958. 

As a result of the encouragement being given to private home builders, 
the percentage of privately built homes in Canberra has risen sharply. 
In the financial year 1954/55 only 19% of the 646 houses commenced 
were for private builders. In the year 1959/60, 36% of the 1425 houses 
commenced were for private builders. 

·* 
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REAL ESTA T'E BUYERS 
AN;D SELLERS 

CONSULT 

CANBERRA'S MOST PROGRESSIVE REALTORS 

Pead & Kennedy 
Real Estate & Business Agents 

M.L.C. BUILDING, 

CANBERRA CITY. 

• Our subdivision developments comprise only sel­
ected sites which will appeal to the most critical 
home seekers. 

• All homes are specially designed and incorporate 
the most modern features . 

• Homes are available in choice localities where you 
can be assured that your investment is safeguarded 
with unparalleled opportunity for capital gain. 

• Our listings of houses in all suburbs provide buyers 
with the widest possible choice of real estate. 

• Land available on the south coast for that week­
ender. 

• You can be assured of sound, practical advice by 
consulting us before investing. 

Phone J 3309 

After Hours U 8527 

..._ .... ~~..-. ...... ~ ........... rr--............... ~~ .......... ~ ........... ,,... ............... "~ 
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The Commonwealth is the only vendor of unimproved land in the 
city area of Canberra. 

All blocks are serviced by the National Capital Development Com­
mission and Canberra Electric Supply before being offered for disposal. 
The following services are provided: water, sewerage, stormwater drain-
age, kerbing and guttering, roads and electricity. . 

Title to the land is in the form of a Crown lease under the City 
Area Leases Ordinance, and is usually for a term of 99 years. Leases 
are usually disposed of by public auction. 

LEASE CON:DIT'I01NS\ 
Leases are subject to conditions, which, in general terms, stipulate: 
e The lease is for residential uses only. 
e Residence to be built in accordance with approved plans and 

specifications, to cost not less than the building covenant. 
9 Construction to begin within six months of acquiring the block, 

e 
and be completed within 12 months. 
Land rent, assessed at the rate af 5% per annum of the unimproved 
value of the land, is charged. 

e Municipal rates are payable in the normal way, and are based on 
the unimproved value of the land. 

SALE CON'DIT101NS 
In addition to the lease covenant, there are certain conditions of sale 

which you must observe. 
Until the building covenant is complied with, a lease cannot be trans­

ferred , except with the formal approval of the Minister for the Interior. 
The policy of the Government is not to approve transfers of undeveloped 
blocks in any circumstances. Approval to transfer a block before the 
building covenant is fulfilled will be considered only in special circum­
stances, after substantial progress has been made with the erection 
of the approved building and subject to stringent safeguards against 
speculation. , 

Particular areas may be designated for brick, concrete block or timber 
frame construction, one or two storey residences, roof pitch, roof ma­
terial , distance from front alignment and type of rear and side fencing 
to be used. The retention of existing trees may also be specifically 
laid down. 

The building covenants and sale conditions are provided for your 
protection. You know before buying the lease the conditions you must 
meet, and are aware that the area you elect to live in will probably 
be developed along certain lines and to a certain standard. 

As mentioned previously, leases are sold by public auction. Usually, 
a wide variety of blocks is offered at each auction, giving you a choice 
of building covenants, type of construction and areas. 

BUYING THE LEASE 
Auctions are well advertised, and sale plans and conditions are avail­

able from the Leasing Section , Lands and Survey Branch, Department 
of the Interior, or from the auctioneers. 

The sale plans indicate where the blocks are located, and give a 
detailed plan of each block, with dimensions and area and easements 
clearly defined. The schedule gives the following information: 

e Building covenant - minimum value of building to be erected. 
9 Type of material that can be used for outside walls in particular 

area (brick, concrete block or timber). 
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For beaut<ifol walls and ceilings, choose AustmHa's 

most popufor interior lining materials, fireproof, 

everlasting . 

Fibrous P1la,ster, or, 
Victor, P1la·,ster B·o·ard 

and don't forget INSULWOOL 

The insulotion that keeps your home warm in winter, 

cool in summer. 

For full details contact: 

AUS.fR'ALIANI PLAS,J'ER1 INiDUSTR'IE'S1 

Pty. Ltd • 

WHY ALLA STREET, FYSHWICK, A.C.T . 

x 2946, x 3510 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • 
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• Unimproved value (the land rent is assessed at 5% per annum 
of this figure). 

The sale conditions are attached to the schedule, and you should study 
them closely in relation to the block you may have in mind. 

Each lease is offered at the unimproved value, and the bid must be 
either that figure, or above. The actual amount paid in cash - the 
premium - is the difference between the uni1!1proved .value at .which 
the bidding commences and the final figure bid. For instance, 1f the 
unimproved value is £500, and the highest bid is £750, the amount paid 
in cash is £250 plus survey fees and first year's land rent is £25. If a 
block is sold for the reserve value, the purchaser pays only survey fees 
and land rent. 

The average premium paid for blocks at the last land auction in 1960 
was about £212. Auction sales of leases are held at intervals of about 
three months. 

SELECT'ING THE SIT'E 
The block must be suitable in size and shape to accommodate the 

type of house you intend to build. 
Other important considerations are: The building covenant (setting 

a minimum value on the residence to be constructed) must not exceed 
the amount you have available for the house, you can pay the land 
rent, you want a house in a brick or timber area, you can meet any 
restrictions as to type of home required on particular sites. 

Is the area one in which, if the home has to be sold or let, the maxi­
mum value may be realised ? It is particularly important when building 
the more costly home to be sure it is situated in an appropriate area . 

For a low cost house, avoid blocks of difficult shape or land showing 
rocky outcrops. A sloping site is usually more costly to build on , but 
if the house is well designed, it can be more interesting. 

DESIGN 
With Canberra weather conditions in mind , certain features are im­

portant and, if incorporated in the original plan, do not add greatly to 
the cost. 

Plan your home to obtain the maximum amount of sun in the winter 
months. As Canberra has a great number of sunny days, a home can be 
warm, bright and cheerful inside, with sunshine streaming through the 
windows, even though temperatures outside may be low. 

Insulate your home with an approved type of insulation , suitable to 
the construction. 

Install the most efficient heating system possible. Slow combustion 
stoves of the solid fuel type are possibly the most efficient in relation 
to economy of operation. 

Avoid having doors opening to the prevailing winds. 
Try to ascertain the siting and design of the houses being erected 

on either side, in order to achieve privacy and best use of window space. 
For summer conditions, try to allow for good cross ventilation, so 

that the. best use can be made of any cool breeze, and the air can be 
kept circulating as much as possible. 

If you employ an architect, he can usually get a blending of finance, 
owner requirements and site conditions which produces overall satis­
faction. Very often he can also, by careful planning, give the client 
what he wants and , at the same time, save space and money. 

Although the home is planned to meet your specific design and 
requirements, it should also be a "good neighbour." In other words, it 
should be sited in relation to, and harmonize in design and colour with, 
the adjoining homes. This will achieve a pleasing street elevation in 
addition to the good individual design. 

In the case where you do not wish to engage the services of an 
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M.ELI & E<i1LITl·S PifY. LID. 
9 LITHGOW STREET, FYSHWICK, A.C.T. 

Tel. X 1476, 93403. 

* * 

Master Builders who have played a large part in the 

expansion of the National Capital. A programme which 

has included civil works, schools, convents, shops and 

homes in most suburbs. Leading architect-designed 

houses are now in course of construction in Redhill, 

Campbell, O'Connor Heights and Lyneham. There are 

prices to suit a wide range of intending purchasers. 

Heating and insulation, together with fiyscreens and 

light fittings are a normal feature in Meli & Eglitis 

homes. 

For detailed inspection of homes, plans and 

specifications or any information relevant to 

finance, contact sole agents 

K. G. PUTT (Canberra) Pty. Ltd. 
13 LONSDALE ST., BRADDON, A.C.T. 

Telephones 41100, 45902 Business Hrs. 45489 After Hours. 
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architect, a recognised home planning service can be of great assistance. 
In Canberra, the local home plann ing service is the Homes Advisory 

Service, conducted by the Nationa l Capital Development Commission. 
It is located at 33 Ainslie Avenue, City. (J4231). 

This service works in conjunction with the Small Homes Service 
of Victoria , sponsored by the Victorian Institute of Architects and the 
"Age" newspaper, and the Small Homes Service of N.S.W., sponsored 
by the New South Wales Institute of Architects and Home Beautiful 
magazine. It provides a wide variety of plans designed to Canberra 
requirements and regulations. A charge of £1Oil0/- for a set of plans 
and specifications is made. 

An individual site plan is provided, and the specifications are to local 
regulations. Every assistance is offered free by a trained staff, which 
includes a full-time architect. 

If you prepare your own plans and specifications, you should provide 
the following information : Floor Plan, four elevations, a section, site 
plan, and specification to local regulations. 

PLA.N APPROVAL 
When plans and specifications are complete, the next step is to lodge 

them for approval. This is done at the office of the Building Section, 
Department of the Interior. If the construction of the home is unortho­
dox, it is a good idea to submit a preliminary sketch before drawing 
up the fina l plans. 

Plans and specifications should be submitted in duplicate. An appli­
cation form has to be completed and a fee, based on 5/- for every 
400 sq. ft. of floor area in the plan, paid. The plans are checked and 
passed by the Water and Sewerage Section of the Department of 
Works, the Electrical Authority, by the engineers and archi-

Fibrous Pla,ster 
Canberra Interior Linings Pty. Ltd. 

Largest Manufacturers of all 
Plaster Products in A.C.T. 

SUPPLY ONLY or SUPPLY & FIX 

PLASTER ACOUSTIC 
TILES - CORNICE -
STOCK PATTERN VEN­
TILATORS - BAFFLES 

PLASTER SHEETS, 
STOCK SIZES - GY­
PROCK - VINYL FLOOR 

& WALL TILES. 

INSULATION DIVISION 

HOME & INDUSTRIAL 
INSULATION SPECIAL­
ISTS - PIPE & BOILER 
LAGGING COOL 
ROOMS CONSTRUCTED. 

See the new Styltone Acoustic Tiles. 

Canberra Interior Linings Pty. Ltd. 
36 GEELONG ST., FYSHWICK 

Box 62, Kingston. Phone 92888. 
l 

·-..:i-...,.,...~...,_,......,_,......,_,...~...,,,_......,,,_......,... 
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Canberra1 Wholesaler's Pty. Ltdi. 
42 MORT ST., BRADDON, A.C.T. 

* 
Phone 44361 Phone 44361 

Cordial/I/ invite IJOU lo in:yJecl 

their ohowroom ouppheo o/ 

• Wall and floor tiles 

• 
(supply and: fix} 

Sanitary Ware 

•• Stainless Steel Sinks 

• Kitchen Cupboards 

• Hard'ie's Fibrolite-Tilux 

Sole agents for 

Centrohea1t 
Manufactured by 

Cen·lroheat P'ty. Ltd. 
357 UTILE COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE 

for your 

HOME HEATING 
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tects of the Building Section for compliance with proper building 
practice and local regulations, and by the National Capital Development 
Commission. 

When approved, one set of the plans is posted back. These plans 
may be submitted to the Department of Works, Water and Sewerage 
Section, for the design of the sewerage plan. The charge for this service 
is made out in accordance with the Canberra Sewerage and Water 
Supply Regulations. 

While it is not possible to give a complete coverage of the Canberra 
Building Regulations, the following information should be of assistance:-

SITING AND DES~GN: The National Capital Development Com­
mission is the responsible authority controlling aspects of siting and 
design. It is a general requirement that houses be set back a minimum 
distance of 25 feet from the street boundary. On main avenues, the 
minimum is 35 feet. Buildings should be clear of any easements and, 
in any case, the aim should be to provide an open appearance around 
the home. Although the Building Regulations require a minimum of 
six feet from residence to site boundary, it is the policy of the Com­
mission to have at least nine feet on one side. This gives householders 
the opportunity to plant trees and shrubs and provide reasonable breaks 
between homes. 

The main consideration in siting is to preserve amenity and a degree 
of privacy. Design has been mentioned before. A good general rule 
here is : Bear in mind the appearance of the street and area as a whole. 

You will notice the general absence of front fences in Canberra. 
Front fences and walls will be approved only under special circum­
stances. In fact, and again generally speaking, no structure should be 

DEST1IN1A.TI01N CAN1B:ERiR1A 
CHANGING HOMES IS ALWAYS A HARASSING 
BUSINESS - but many of the worst problems can 
be avoided if you get the best advice and co-operation 
from one reliable agent at both your old and new 

address: 

L. J. H001KER1 UMITED 
Australia's Leader in Real Estate, provides a friendly and 

competent service in all capital cities. 
If YOU are bound for Canberra, we will be happy to help 
you with all aspects of the changeover affecting your home­
Inspections without obligation, valuation, financ~, insurance­
These are our business, and have been since the earliest 

days of Canberra. 
A large and well-trained staff is eagerly awaiting your inquiry. 

L. J. HOOKER1 LIMITED 
and 

WOO,DGERS &. CAL TH'ORP'E LIMITED, 
37 Northboume Avenue, Canberra City. 

J 3255 J 3255 
"AUSTRALIA'S LEADER IN REAL ESTATE" 
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cu1s;A(:K'S1 01F CANlB'ER1R1A 
Furniture-, Furnishings and1 

Floor c:overings of Distinction, 
PHONE 90001 PHONE 90001 

T T 
E E 
R R 
M M 
s s 

• Our P'ric:es are right! 
• 0 1ur R'ange is Superior! 

We mea,sure and1 Q·uote F'R1EE 
on all 

Floor Coverings, Holland and Venetian Blinds, 

Pelmets, Curtains, Awnings, Loose Covers. 

Have your Furnishings installed in your new home 
before you move. 

No matter where you live, we can arrange. for you 
to inspect samples. 

PHONE 90001 or write to P.O. Box 118, Kingston, 
A.C.T. 
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erected in front of the house. This assists in preserving the garden 
appearance of Canberra. 

SIZE OF ROOMS: No habitable room shall be less than 90 sq. ft. 
The bathroom must be a minimum of 30 sq. ft. Where a lavatory 
is situated in the bathroom, an extra 1 ft. 6 inches is required in either 
length or breadth. 

The toilet must · be a minimum of 14 sq. ft., with a minimum width 
of 2 ft. 9 inches: 

There must be an airlock between the toilet and any habitable room. 
There must be one room with a minimum floor area of 144 sq. ft. 
The ceiling height must be at least eight feet. 
A door must be provided between laundry and kitchen. Washing 

machines are not allowed in kitchens. 
All water and sewerage and electrical work must be carried out by 

licensed tradesmen . Water and sewerage work must be in accordance 
with the approved plan, and the licensed tradesman must obtain a permit 
before beginning work. 

We have now arrived at the stage where the site has been chosen, 
the land purchased and the plan approved . Before proceeding any further, 
perhaps the question of financing the venture should be investigated. 

Obtaining home finance can be relatively simple. However, the avail­
ability of this finance fluctuates from time to time, and it is not possible 
to give an indication of the bes t sources at any one time. 

The principal sources of home finance are outlined in the following 
paragraphs for your guidance. 

At the outset, it is emphasised that there are no hard and fast rules 
applying to finance for home building. Each application for finance 
is considered by the authority concerned on its merits. When considering 

THE GUARDIAN ASSUR:AN'.C'E CO. LT'D. 
offers you the benefit of its 

140 years' experience, through its representative, 

Mr. P. J. CHANNON 

at the 'Guardian' Office, 39 Ainslie Avenue, City. 

ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE 

effected , including comprehensive protection for 

your new home, and for its contents. 

For prompt and personal service, call at 

our office, write City P.O. Box 344, or 

'phone J 4878 
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For 

and 
CARP1ET1S 

ALL FLOOR COVERl'NGS 
For 

Curtains, Blinds, Wallpapers 
Easy Chairs and Divans 

First 

c 
Class Tradesmanship Guaranteed 

c 
RING CQ 

London * Circuit, Old Civic. 
Next to Housing Office. 

Phone J 1656 for measure and quote . 
..,,.,...,_,...~..,_,......,....,...,_,......,.....,...,_,.........,.....,....,.....-.-..,_,-..,_,......,....,....,....,....,....,_

~ .. -
.( -~ 

-" . _. ,.. -(,~ 
C,_:____=-

. ... 
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such an application, lending authorities basically look at three things. 
Firstly, the home that you seek finance for must be, in the opinion 

of the lending authority, a sound investment and must conform to the 
authority's minimum standards of construction. 

Secondly, you must satisfy the authority that your income and 
commitments are such that you can meet the instalments to repay the 
principal borrowed and the interest. 

Thirdly, you must have the difference between the total cost of the 
home and the amount borrowed. 

Finance may be arranged in Canberra through the following:-

THE COMMISSIONER FOR HOUSING:, A loan of £2750 is 
available to any eligible person building or buying a new home in Can­
berra. 

e 
To qualify, you : 

Must be married or have other dependants ; 
8 Must not own a house in Canberra; 
9 Must satisfy the Commissioner for Housing that you are a fit and 

proper person to receive a Joan and are in a position to fulfil 
your commitments. 

The interest rate is 5% per annum, and the Joan may be made for 
a period up to 45 years. Repayments are monthly. The Commissioner 
for Housing may be contacted by writing to: 

The Commissioner for Housing, 
Housing and Accommodation Branch, 

Department of the Interior, CANBERRA. 
If you wish to call for a personal interview, the Housing and Accom­

modation Office is situated on the corner of London Circuit and West 
Row, City. 

A.C.T. CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING SOCIETIES: These socie­
ties, registered through the A.C.T. Co-operative Ordinance, operate 

RAILWAY YARDS, KINGSTON 

Phone 90127-8-9 

Hardwood and Softwood 
Timbers 

Everything for the home handyman 

WE DELIVER 
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Type: M 1. An attractive combination in bri ck, 

ng n1ode11ns. It has s mart ap­

ent g roupin g of its i·oom func­

r of spaciousness exemplified in 

. loun ge-din ing ar ea. 

D 
f" . ..... . ::1 

BEDR'M 

BEDRM ...,..__ 

000 

I I I 
. :eE.'l:>ROOM HALL 

l 
0 

LIVING . 

Dl 

ar divides off kit­

g area and is a 

for functionalism 

of breakfast and 

There are three 

ooms a nd fully 

om, laundry and 

Functional anti motlern 

t imbe r and g lass coupled w ith a low silhouet te 

mak es this contempo1·a ry home a most attractive 

buy for t he you

pearance, intelli g

t ion s and an ai

its 20 ft. x 12ft

A breakfast b

chen from dinin

feature making 

in the taking 

informal meals. 

good-s ized bedr

equipped bathro
internal t oilet. 

Built by 

CLAYT'01N, H01ME'S (CA.NBER:RA) P·TY. LT'D. 
47 EAST ROW, CIVIC CENTRE. 

Phone -J 4080. After Hours J 6248 
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under official supervision. Each society is separate and has its own board 
of di rectors. 

You may apply to join a society when you are ready to build, or 
earlier if you wish. Repayments begin upon joining the society. 

The names and addresses of the Building Societies in Canberra are : 
8 The Canberra Co-operative Building Society, P.O. Box 281, City. 
G A.C.T. Co-operative Building Society, P.O. Box 243 , City. 
a National Co-operative Building Society, P.O. Box 406, City. 
O Universal Co-operative Building Society, Suite 10, City Chambers, 

Alinga Street, City. 
O United Canberra Co-operative Building Society, Cl- K. G. Hard­

wicke, Accountant, Petrie Street, City. 
These loans are available only to build a home or to buy a house that 

has been occupied no longer than 12 months. Loans are based on 80% 
of the society's valuation, with a maximum of £3750. The period of 
the loan may run to a maximum of from 26 to 31 years. The interest 
rate is 5% per annum, plus a small management charge of about t%. 
Repayments are made monthly. 

SAVINGS BANKS: The policy of each Savings bank differs, but 
most provide finance to assist in the erection of houses or the purchase 
of new homes. The amount of the loan is usually up to 75% of the 
bank's valuation. Some banks place a maximum on the amount of loan, 
for example £3000. In the case of banks which have no set maximum, 
the amount will depend on the finance available and your ability 
to meet the repayments. 

The terms of these loans vary from 20 to 30 years, and the interest 
rate is between 5% and 5-}%. Repayments are on a monthly basis. 

All banks give preference to their own established customers, and 
generally give priority to loans for the erection of a home or the 
purchase of a new house not yet occupied. 

D01N:OGHOE & HO·P·KINS PTY. LTD. 
Th~ Largest Builders' Suppliers on the 

Southern Tablelands 

13 LONSDALE STREET, BRADDON. J 1885 

o·pen on Saturdays, 8-11.30 a.m. 
to supply and help you with : 

• Timber of all kinds, all sizes, cut on the spot to 
requirement. 

• Paints, colour charts, brushes. 
• Veneered and plain plywood in a wide range. 
• Bookcase material - Pacific maple, ash, Klinki 

pine, in all widths and thicknesses. 
• Formica and Laminex, adhesives and advice on 

how to fix. 
e Glues and adhesives for all purposes. 
• Parquet flooring and a bureau to give helpful advice. 
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H~01R1T01N,'$, 
11 Yallourn St., Fyshwick, Canberra, A.C.T. 

Phone X 0093-94 

Trading Hours : 7.30 a.m.-12 noon & 12.45 p.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturdays: 7.30 a.m.-12 noon. 

Fancy & General Purpose Plywood 
Solid Core, Caravan, Marine & Form-ply 
Textured Plywood & Pegboard 
Doors - Flooring - Weatherboards 
Dressed Timber - Mouldings 
All Cabinet Makers' Supplies 

CONTACT ADHESIVE 

POST-FORMED VANITY TOPS 

CHAS. HOPE VANITY BASINS 

P·ro.fec:t your Home 
from insec:ts 

• Aluminium Sliding and 
Hinged Screens 

• Zincanneal Fixed and 
Hinged Screens 

9 Roller Fly Screens 

• Wrought Iron Doors 
and Fences 

8 ADJUST-A-LITE AWNINGS AND BLINDS 
ii PREMIER ALUMINIUM DOUBLE-HUNG 

WINDOWS 
e PREMIER ALUMINIUM SLIDING DOORS 
e PREMIER ALUMINIUM SLIDING WINDOWS 

Quotations Given Free of Obligation 
CANBERRA METAL FLY SCREENS PTY. LTD. 

20 Geelong Street, Fyshwick. Phone X 1126 
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Most trading banks provide finance to estab­
lished customers for the construction or purchase of a home. This 
advance takes the form of an overdraft and, as a rule, is for a com­
paratively short term. Some trading banks will provide temporary finance 
while a long-term loan is being arranged. 

The interest rate varies from 5% to 6% , and the bank will require 
either a mortgage over the home to be built or purchased, or some 
other adequate security. 

LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES= Most li fe assurance companies 
provide home finance for established policy holders. The policy of each 
company varies considerably but, generally speaking, a loan may be 
obtained for a percentage of the company's valuation of the home. The 
interest rate varies between 5% and 6%, and the periods of repayment 
are up to 30 years in some cases. Repayments are monthly. 

The company may require additional life assurance to bring the total 
assu_rance cover up to the amount borrowed. 

WAR SERVICE HOMES DIVISION : The commonwealth war 
Service Homes Division provides building loans for Australian ex­
servicemen or their widows. Applicants must be married or about 
to be married or have dependants, for whom it is necessary to maintain 
a home. Before entering into any commitments, you should check with 
the War Service Homes Division to confirm your eligibi lity. Officers 
of the division will give full information concerning any proposal, and, 
in your own interests, you shou ld make full use of this service if you 
think you are eligible. 

An appli cant will ordinarily be assisted once only, and a second 
application for a War Service Home will be approved only in excep­
tional circumstances. 

The division will advance up to 90% of the value of the home. The 
maximum loan is £2750. The interest rate is 3t%, and repayment 

H!01M:ES,EEKER51 ! 
For best advice 
in Rea1 E stale· 

CONTACT 

R:. A. M1cKiHop· & Co. Pty. Ltdi. 
G. & D. HOHNEN 

8 AUCTIONEERS 
e REAL ESTATE 
e VALUERS 
e INSURANCE AGENTS 

Agents for Edward Lumley & Sons (N.S.W.) Pty. Ltd. 
Insurances placed with Lloyds of London 
& Security & General Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Members of N.S.W. Real Estate Institute. 

A.M.P. BUII,DING, PETRIE ST., CANBERRA CITY. 
Tel. J 1965 
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······ 

• 
Central Heating Systems of all types: 

Warm Air, Hot Water or Electric, 
Full Air Conditioning. 

Why not inquire now, and let us quote on your home? 

THE KENN'ETH Bl'SHO'P1 C01MP~N1Y • • • • 
Ampol Bldg., 289 Canberra Ave., Fyshwick. • • • X 1756 After Hours X 3618 . • • 

···································································~··· 

Deposits from . 
. Repayments from 

I 

£500. . £3 per week . 

As sole agents * in Canberra for 

BEVE'R1LE'Y H101M1E'S, 
we can show you land ranging from 

£3000 to £6000 co·venan·ls 

G.D.O. PTY. LIMITED PHONE . J 5758 
Ask for an appointment Cl· STEW ART EAST, with 

M.L.C. BUILDING, MR. FITZHARDINGE. 
CANBERRA CITY. (After Hours X 1552) 
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periods are up to 45 years. A home may be built to plans and speci­
fications prepared and supervised by the division, or the applicant may 
engage a private architect. 

F~NANCE COMPANIES; Some finance companies offer financial 
assistance to home seekers. The basis of this finance varies with each 
company, and will depend to a large extent on the individual case. 

However, generally speaking, this finance is available at an interest 
rate of from 6% to 12%, with the period of repayment up to 15 years. 
The maximum loan varies up to 75% of the company's valuation of 
the home. · 

This finance may also be obtained on a temporary basis whilst 
awaiting suitable long-term finance. The companies will require a first 
mortgage over the proposed home, or other satisfactory security. 

As will be seen, there are numerous avenues for obtaining finance . 
The important points to be remembered are:-

• Obtain an adequate loan, so that the money you have available 
will be sufficient to complete the proposed house. 

ct Be sure you can afford the repayments. 
8 Make sure, where required, that satisfactory progress payments 

are available from the lender during construction of the home. 

BUILDIN'Ci THE HOUS.E 
There are several courses you may follow to build your home. 
If you have decided to engage an architect and have him prepare 

plans and specifications and supervise the construction, he will arrange 
the calling of tenders, the selection of a suitable builder and the signing 
of a contract with the builder. 

A second course is to arrange the preparation and approval of plans 
and specifications and select a builder yourself, either by tender or 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• CA.NIB.ER'R1A J'RiAD1l1NiG co' . 
PTY. LJ'D1. 

17 Yal-lourn Street, FYSHWICK 

. " Phone 90061, 90062 

• • • • • • • 9 • • 
: 
• i 

!'_;..:: ) .:f . . . . .. : 
" . 

·············•••ii~ii••·~~·······~·············~····~···~··············; 
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direct approach . Being confident he is an honest and capable tradesman, 
you can then have him build the house without the supervision of an 
architect. It is in your own interest to satisfy yourself that the price 
is reasonable, and that the builder is a £pod one. References should be 
sought and investigated . The building contract should be properly filled 
in and signed by the builder and yourself. 

The third course is to arrange the preparation of plans and specifi­
cations and have them approved for you yourself to set about having 
the house built by sub-contract. But a warning here : If you have no 
knowledge of the building trade, do not try sub-contracting. The way 
is long and hard and the pitfalls are many. 

However, if you are a tradesman, or have a working knowledge of 
the building trade and, through lack of finance, are forced to build the 
home yourself, the following information and advice is offered: 

In Canberra, before a building is commenced, a permit to erect must 
be taken out by a licensed builder or "special builder." Builders' and 
special builders' licenses are issued only to applicants qualified in 
building construction. This is a difficult hurdle for many home builders 
wanting to try sub-contracting. Sometimes it is possible to arrange 
for a builder to take out the permit . and assist with advice and super­
vision, -allowing you to arrange your own sub-trades and finance. 
Remember that the builder will be responsible to the authorities for 
all stages of construction. 

Quotes for the house as a whole or for sub-contracting the various 
trades may be obtained by directly approaching the . contractors or by 
advertising. In all cases, select reputable firms or persons. Be sure that 
they have the qualifications and necessary approval of the authorities 
to carry out the work. This applies, in particular, to the electrician, 
the plumber and the drainer. 

1N:sp·ECJl·01NI 01F W01RK 
At certain stages, work in all trades is subject tp compulsory inspec­

tion. Work proceeding beyond an inspection point without the inspection 
having been carried out may result in demolition, delay or difficulty 
in obtaining a final clearance on completion of the job. Be sure that 
all inspections are carried out as scheduled. 

Before beginning the project, obtain from the authorities a copy of 
the building regulations and a schedule setting out the inspections re­
quired. Do not depart from your approved plan and specification without 
having submitted and received approval for the amendment. When in 
doubt as to what to do, call at the office of the Building Section, Depart­
ment of the Interior, or of the Homes Advisory Service. 

CERTIFICATE OF CO:M.PLETION: 
If you have an architect, he will attend to progress payments. If you 

do not have one, then before fully paying the contractor or any sub­
contractor, make sure their work is satisfactory. Where certificates 
of clearance are required, as in the case of electrical work and water 
and sewerage, see that the authorities have issued the required certificate. 

When all the work is finished, and the house is completed in every 
detail as specified, application can be made to the Building Section 
for the certificate of completion . For this you must have arranged for: 

e 
• Water and sewerage certificate; 

e 
Electrical certificate; 
Indentification survey (carried out by a licensed surveyor). 

When these certificates are lodged with the Building Section, a final 
inspection is made and, if the building has been constructed in accordance 
with the _approved plans and specifications and the Canberra Building 
Regulations, the certificate of completion is then issued. 
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USE windows by 

STEGBAR 
Write or phone for our catalogue, or, better still, call 

at our office, and we will be glad to help you with 

nnnmnnm 
the design of your windows. 

WINDO~:~~.!~~.T~.~ty. ltd. 

FYSHWICK, A.C.T. Phone 9-0146 --- ----
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NATI01NAL (APITAl DEVEL01PMEN1T 
(OMMISSI01N 

H·omes Advisory Servic'e 
This free advisory service is available to all prospective 

home builders in Canberra. 

THE HOMES ADVISORY SERVICE at 

33 AINSLIE A VENUE offers 

e Free Architectural Advice 

e Inspection of a wide range of plans 

suitable for building in Canberra 

• Provision of plans, if selected, at £10/10/- for 

three sets 

• Alterations to plans, if required, at 

small cost 

e Panel of local architects for inspection and 

report facilities at special nominal fee 

The Homes Advisory S ervice t"s 
open to the public e EACH WEEK­
DAY till 5.15 p.m. e ON 
FRIDAY NIGHTS 7 ti ll 9 p.m. 
e ON SATURDAY MORNIN GS 9 
till 11.30 a.m . 

Telephone enquiri es - in normal office 
hours- J 4231. At other times - J 1752 
or visit the offices at 33 Ainslie Avenue. 

Printed and Published by PETER ISAACSON Ply. Limited, Melbourne and Canberra 

{Phone Canberra J 2195 - Melbourne XB 6914) 

A
rc

hi
ve

sA
C

T




