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Fol..low:i.115 :c<~prcsento:U.ons 1)y tlle P.oynl :;oc :Lety of 

A ustral:La :Ln 1 935 an area of 2 , 000 acre~:; in the southern efld 

of Tic.ll>:Lnbilla Valley was cct as ide as a Hational P;n'li: and 

Fauna Rcse:cve on.. 17 March 1 936 by the then lb.n:Lstor :for the 

Intcrior 9 Mr . T. Paterson. Early proposals by the Society 

inclua.ea. the establ:U:;hment of a biological s t a tion in the 

Reserve. This was to be · housed in an old f 8.r m hm-;.estead or 

in a new two :roomed hut. The Depa rtment agreed to 9rovide 

a trafficable road to the entrance of the Res erve. The out·-

break of World War II was the apparent reason fo:r the lack 

of further development at that stageo 

In 1947 the Roya.l Society of New South '.:,'ales ma.de 

further representations to the I"'Tinister o Approval wa.s given 

for the formation of two advisory committees - one from the 

Royal Society consisting of Sydney members and one composed 

of three prominent Canberra scientists and two departmental 

representatives. Several well knovm conservationists of tfie 

day were members of these committees. 

Committee members were : -

Mr. Daniel Clyne Ifi. L.A. (Chairman ) 

Mr. E.Jollallstrom -
Vice Chairman of Te.ro11ga Park Trust a..'1.d Vj_ce 
President Royal Society . 
Mro Eo Lo Troughton 
C.N.Z.S . , F.R.Z.S . 1 member of the Cou~cil of the 
Roya.l Society 

Mro A. So LefJoeu.f 
Member of the Council of the Royal Socie-l;y 

Mro C .F. Asprey 
Member of the Society (Secretary ) 
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D:r. A, ,J. E:i.G}rnl:;o··l 
Chief of ···d1to!,10J r1;~~; 3)iv~;_;,;:i.on C.3 .:crr.o . 
Dr~ F. W. Clcm~ni~, 
Di:cecto:r J:-uc1 i,raJ·i·-m InG~:U,ntu of !l..n:.!.t om;y 

1-Tr,, R ~ H. 1:! arcl:Lo 
Dire ct or 1fo1:inury ITy5icne J.lepart)ll0nt o:f ~foalth 

Hr~ tT 0:8 .T~ orrow 
Superintcnt 1Lgricult1..i.re e.: 8tock 

J.1ro L.DoPryor 
Superintendent P2.rkr:.; and G c;,rd.ens 

These two comrn:i.ttcer;; Here to submit j.n detej.l a plan 

for the develop1tlent of Tidbinbilla as well as ()Xa.minin[; the 

proposal to develop a zoo in the site which now borders Lake 

Burley Griffin near the Yar:r·a luJnl.a nm:·sery. So1'1e meetings were 

held but no real ac·tion result eel from their d.e1i1rnrations o 

Further representations were rnade by the Royal Society 

of Canberra in 1959. The Society submitted a report &iving details

of a proposed ''pocket size 11 Kruger t:a. tional Park. 1·/hile several 

of the proposals in the report were ~ot agreed to, they were 

followed by the appointment of an expert conun :Ltt ee to re:port on 

the follm·ling ma.tte:cs : 

(i) Provision o:f sn:Ltablc road access. 

( ii)A nnrouriate develomncmt of the area for use by 
visitors (parking and picnic areas, pedestrian 
tracks etcc)o 

(iii) Protection of existirie wild life in the area 
and, if neccszary, the introduction of other 
anir.cals. 

(iv) Extent and nature of 1:~a:'1s.f~cr.10nt and supervision 
neccs::;ary to prcve!lt dr:.:.: o. r€ e to :fa:una or floro. 
in the area a3 well aa to facilitic3 provided 
for tourists and visitor3o 

(v) Fire protection in the areao 

(v i) Fina.1!cial ir:i:;lication~ of prov:L;;io!1 of access 
ro~ds , initi.c.~1 12cv-::lo;~:-:c1:t of t ~w arc<: , co:;t of 
~:roviding ~uµe~vision, ~ai~tcnancc and suL~eque~t 
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c1 cvclopmrm'l. <~n1·i'v: i.m:•1 t lic :f:'i:i~:· :·I. :f"'i.vc y0; 1.rn 
'l;ht' :rcccrvc j _:; open to ·L1·,rJ pnb~l:i.r.:t rJ.n<1 ·i,lJc 
e ):tmrt; to ubtc.;h tlw·:;r: co:.:t11 r~<J.y 1.1 (: offrwt 
by :crNenue f :co:;l ·1ctmis;-.::i.0D char;.;cc c:tc o 

(vii) 'l'hc rc1H.t:l nn of :f:m:c ::; try cJ.evclop1.1Em.t in the area 
to the p::copos cd recex·vc. 

The C ornmi

... Den-~--:....-_ a:d~m01r.. _____ 
t t ee rnmnhorf; were as f o11ows: -

~ of tll .. (~ __I rd;e___ r.i.or .... __ 
lh· ~ E . 8 .,Keeb:o. , 
Assis t ant 3ec:reta:r·y ( Ghairm2.n) 

Fo.~~.l~I 3J_1d rP:i.mber 

--Iiureau -- Nro R.o Green, 
Supervising Forestry Officer 

Nr o LoW.Encledow, 
Director, Development Section 

C.S.I.R.O. Dr o H oJ .Frith, 
Off:Lcer-in·-Charge 1.'lildlife 
Survey Section 

D.ro A. B. Costin, 
Division of Plant Industry 

RQ;m;.~ SoQiety__of 
Canber.I§ Dro Ro Carrick 

L.D.Lonergan Department of the Interior 
(Secretary) 

-
Sub committees of this general committee reported on 

various aspects of development ancl management and recommended that 

the additional lancls sought by the Royal Society bG acquired 

and added to the Reserve Area . 

These lands comprised : -

(a) Land reserved in 1936 for a l:ational }:>ark 2 ,000 acres 

(b) Unleased C 0!!'1:iom-real th land on the 
western side of t he valley 2, 695 11 

,, 
( c) Leased land (to be withdraJm) 326 

(d) Freehold l and (to be acquired) 3,96 5 
----

11 

Total ... 0,987 acres 
---
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Minir:1tcr qu oted U1 0 Hoya l f; oe:i.c:J ty 1 t> op:i n :Lons i n th e c c tc.n·mc : · 

" ~~he Soc i ety po j_ntoc1 out thu-t; th e devpJ_opment of 

Au s tra lia ha o des'Lr oyed l r:n'{';c a reas o:f bushland, fore s '\; ::; , ma r s

and othc1· ha"l.mtG c~~sential f ox· the continued ex i s tence of Ol'tr 

native ~.n:LL'1als t birds and pJ_an ts, cau s ing the extinction o:f 

some S))e c:Les and thrcaten:Lng t h e exintence of others~ .State 

Governments have res erved s ome tracts of country in a more 

or l ess prJ.nitive sta te, gene r ally b ecause of scenic attra6tion

or the abundance and beauty of 1·1ild f lowers o Such reserves 

have become sanctuaT:Les for loca l animals and birds, but in 

few of them has any a ttempt been made ·to make t hese readily 

visible to the publico Conseq_u ently t he establishment by the _ 

·Commonwealth in the Australian Capita l Territory of a properly 

managed fauna reserve in which native animals and birds coul<l 

live m1dGr near-natural cond :Ltions and yet be access ible to 

the public would be of great scientific and educa tional value 

anu would net an example that could lead to a greater appreci­

ation throug hout the Commornrnalth of our native animalst 

b:irds and plants, and the need ·to protect them o Whilst this 
; 

would be a most important purpose behintl the establishment 

of a National Park and Fauna Reserve 1 s'Uch a reserve 1·muld 

also be a ma jor and unique a t traction to tourists from all 

par~s of Australia and overseas , and a Horthwhilo addition to 
' 

the amenj_ties of the National Ca pital. 

The subr:1i8sion was approved by Ca binet decision 

No. 558 of 29 Nove1!1bcr 1962 and the a pproval included the 

ad di ti on to the Reserve of tJrn 6 , 987 acres of freehold and 

crO\·m lands as recommended by the Advisory Co:nmittee. 

The fr eehold l a nds were gaz8tted on 2 July 19640 

A ranger was appointed to act as caretaker and to commence 

hes 

s, 
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:for \'fj .ld. bj_r<lr~.. 'l'l!IJ pul>l:i.c: IH::rc• f..!.lJ.oued to enter the Hcce1•ve 

:Lnc:ceased n.nd. ano tl1 o.c ran~c:r waG appo:i.ntccl in 1 965. 

Ea:rJ:y de·\Te~I opinent and main:tenance work :in the Hesorve 

was designed to re:Ttorc and rchal>:Ll :Ltatc as far as i")oscible the 

natural environmEm·ts and hal)itats ;.;hich existed tn the Valley 

prior to settlement. This work Ha.s uncl.ert::drnn to m:Ltigate 

the e:ffects of thl~ee generations of farming and grazing 

activities and forestry loge;ing operation.so 

A Vit:Sorous program me .. of noxious 1·reed. and animal 

control was co!mnenced o Old fe,rm fences were removed o Delapi~· 

dated farm buildings were demolishedo Access tracks for bush-

·fire fighting were constructed o Rabbit harbour, fallen tim1)er 

stumps and logs have been cleared fror.i the opcm areas of the 

Valleyo In fact today there is little evidence of the previous 

occupationo 

MI'.. Murray Elliott , biologist 1 took up cluty in 

October 1964e Through the manager , Mr. Do Kerr, who took up 

duty in 1966 and a technical assistantt Mr. Elliott has played 

an important role in the development o:f the animal and bird 

population at the Reserve. ~~he role of the biologist will 

continue in a similar vein. Suitable fauna will be introduced 

as time and development permit. The needs of the various 

introduced species are discussed i·li th accredi tcd scientists 
-r~, (' 

in this particular field. For example, our advisers in the 

introduction and habitat requii'cments of ua ter fowl are Dr. 

Fri th and l·ir o Brai tirnai te of C •. S. I .:t. 0. He cent int1·oductio~::; 

to the water fowl area are Cape Darren Geese and Chestnut 

Teal ciucks., 

An Advisory Panel cons istine of the following 

representatives wa n appointed by the Miniatcr in 1965 o nlO 
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orieinul mcrnber8 of thiLJ pane] wc~e~-

}':Ir" T.., P .. '.Pnyl6r Di:coctor j A~r:icul-turc ( Ulw.:i.r:·n:!.n) 

Mr~D.W.Shoobrj~~c D:L:i:·ector, :Parks and Garde.ms 

Ch:i.P.f of t:h e D :L vi s ion of ~·/ i1a_lif e 
Research, C. S .I.R.O. 

Ilir. JJ. '.r .Carran I'resiU.cnt of the Royal Society of 
Canbe:cra 

Dr. R., Story Pas t J1:res iden t of t he lfa.t:i.ona l 
Parks Association of the A .C.T. 
D:c. JJancy Burbridge :replaced Dr. Story 
in 1969. 

In welcoming this Cor:rrnittee Mr. Anthony said , 11 
t It 

is my ea.rnest desire that Tidbinbilla should give a J eacl and 

set ·a high standard in fauna conservation. " 

· Basic Policy 

The objects of management may be summarised as 

( i) Public Ec1ucation, (ii) Public Recrentiony ( ii:L) Preservation 

of Fauna and Flora , (iv) Serious Studyo 

This policy was prepared by Dro Frith after the 

matter had been discussed by the Panel and was a)?proved by 

them as sui table for the development and management of the 

Reserveo · It may be said also that these four policy points 

were conceived. after the Reserve had been occupied and r~anaged 

for a :few years. Similar ideas had been projected by the 

" Manager and. the Bioloe;ist. 

• • In 1967, l·'. r. Sanmel P. \"'eems , an off:i.ccr of the U.S. 

National Parks Service who had been seconded to the H.S.W . 

Goverrunent to reorc;aniGe that :netc' s l~ational P~.~lrn and 4'.ild.life 

ScrvicG, visited the A .C.1' . at the Dcpart1~ent ' s invitation. 

He visited the Reserve and recorn..r.1cmdcd -

• the preservation of the natural fea tures and 

envirom11ent of the Val1ey 

tho development of ca.r-parking a.reas and public 
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t he Qovolop~0nt of one i oop road wi t hin t he Ro Gorve 

0 the :r'f..!Gt r:i.ction of vchicuJ.F~. r o.cceso ui thin the area 

t he pr omotion of walking a ccer.;s orlly to t lrn na turaJ_ 

he. b :Lt a. t CJ.ml 

0 the pre paration of 8, ma ster pla n for the developrnent 

• Following M:r.6 \'Jeems' visit the Depa rtment e;ave a consuJ_tant ' s 

brief to S .R .T-1argu10s an<.1 Associa tes in 1967 for the preparation 

of a plan of development for '.Vidbinbilla Nature Reserve as a 

prestige Commonwealth project for the preservation and display 

of' Australian flora and wildli:fe . The four pc)licy points which 

we'.ee prepared by Dre Frith. were submitted to the consultants as 
I 

a basis for the preparation of their reporto 

0 The consultants' report -

o ovj;lined the objects of management 

o made an assessment of the natural resources and 

o stated tha. t 11 the ares is ideally · suited for displaying 

Australian fauna and flora ancl does not have any serious 

competition for the development of any other resource. 11 

e A plan based ma.inly on topographyr natural resources ancl 

vegetation for the us e of the Reserve Has prepared, together with 

· a plan for the development of the area for public education, 

public recreation, preservation of flora and fauna ancl serious 

study. 

A prograeme was also prepared for re sou.rec develop1:ient, staff 

rcciuirer:ientst a. plan o:t' fire protection and a sue c;ested 10-year 

budget of some ~~2, 182 1 000 for develOJ:)Jncnt a11d majJ1tenancc of 

the Reserve as a preatiec project. 
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ma :i o:c basic po~Licy point;.: ao f o~LJ ow~: 

:PulJJ_tc educa t .i on and r ecreation overlap and cannot 

b e cles.rl y cle:f:'ined. Education is 1.Wed. in the b:!..'oado:-_:t sinse 

and implieo :.that contact 1·1ith :f~ ora a ncl fa:u.na eitheT i n f OTJ.Q3.l 

or natural settings 9 contributes to aducation in conscrva:;iono 

Such education cmlw,nces visitor cnjoyr::ient of the area y and 

contriht1tes towards an onlightenecl public syiJ1pathetic to the 

needs of nature conservat:Lono 

Recrea·tion includes all those activities which are 

in keeping 1·rith the other purposes of the Reserve 1 ancl which 

help to recreate the mind or the body by allowing the visitor 

to enjoy close contact with the natural worldo 

Education and recreation will aim:-

to display Australi an fauna -

• in its· natura l environment, as truly wild animals ; 

• as closely as possible in its na tural environment 
contained only in rang ing liHits; 
' . 

• in a semi and fully controlled environment 
to demonstrate the breadth of -!;110 Aus tralian 
mammal fauna 9 its beauty, adaptation to this 
continent and its general 1.miqueness ; 

and also:-. 

• to provide biological and geolog ica l displays 
of various aspects of the Austre,l:Lan environment ; 

e to provide an extension service :for na ture 
enquiries and ident:Lfica tion and r eference library; 

o to provide an audi toriwn for fil1ns, lectures and 
other group instruction; 

o to provide for those fonns of recreation co~patible 
with the ma~or obj ect of the di8play of Australian 
f auna in its various stages of controlo 

The preservation of faun a and flora rnay be expressed 

as the managemen t of natui~a1 re sou:c·ces of t:r.e :qe~:crve, s o as to 

ma:l.ntain opt:Lmum animal populations a ccord:Lne to the ~oned J.nncl 
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8er:Lcru:-:i study :j. r:; to be provic1 ed for tlH'ou_:h t he 

prov:i.s ion:3 of' a specif'j.c area f or thi s purpo!>e t an<l by the 

encouragement of stud i es to be u:r.1.c.lertaken over the whole area 
t 

particularly ecologica.l and. asses 1:;mcnt studies. 'l'he d eveloprr:ent 

proposals are designed to make t he maximum u s e of the natural 

resources of the Reserveo Restrictions on visitor use are 

only i ncluded where necessary in the best interests of 

conservation and the achievement of these a :Lms., 

The objects of management require the following 

adm:Lnistrative act ion:·-

1 . Cessation of past land use, including the 
closure of public roads and easements and 
g:r.az:Lng of domestic stock . 

2 o Leg:i.slation to aJ-1ow n;anagcment to -

prohib:Lt or control entry o:f animals, both 
dor:iest ic and wild; 

.. prohibit :Lnterf erence with or removal of any 
plant material, an :i.mals or birds; 

• prohibit the lighting of fires; 

• prohibit the use of and the carryinc; of 
:fire arms ; 

0 prohibit campinCT f~cneral1y and specifically 
without written porti :Lss ion of the management; 

0 peri:;iit tlrn closv..rc of all or a.ny part of the 
·area to the public at any tine; 

this may be cov0re::d by the 11
0 1-Tature Conserva.tion 

Ordinanco 0 presently being druf ted.o 

In the meantir.w, follouine the op9ning of t he Reserve 

to the public, fu::ds had. l>een r.1r.-dc avail ~~.blo for the construct:Lo~1 

of a Jln.1~{)cr ' s :r.cs idence, a water f.:upply, public toilets and 

thrcrn barbecues near tho then entrunce at a cost of 8~ 5, 000 
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t o t ho H.ci;crve 1
o. .i.1h:i :.1 cott~l{{C H1t~J occnyi :Lcd by the J.'i;J.n::-.. r-:t)r 

,. 

when he i;r•.:-1 D.)?J>o:Li-1 t od :i.n 'I ~)()G <:?,Jld. u:er:::i ngoments hQtl been 

rnacl c to p1'ovidc acorn.·1mod9:~ion for I?r~n -~nrs i n t11c Rock Val lr.y 9 

which wa.s rcnovat crl .<'o:c the pu.r:rone. 

I n JlLly 1 96G Cabinet P.it:rccd t o capi tal expend i.turc 

to the ext ent o:f 850 y 000 annual l y f or t hree years to cornm'::-:r1ce 

in the y eqr 1967/68 0 

In 1967/68 an Information Administration Centre 

was constructed at a cos t of 336, 000 together w:L th land­

scaping and carpark costing ~>10,000. 

In 1968/ 69 a contract for the cot1Struction of the 

access road from the Paddy ' s River '.i~harwa Road to the Inform­

ation Centre was approved at a cost of $62,000. This work 

is now completeo 

Cabinet rejected a 1 0 year programme of expendit·u2"e 

to the extent of ~~2, 180, 000 as de:tailed in the Margules plan 

but on 24 July 1969 a proposal to spend 8305,000 in a three 

year p:cogramm e commencing in 1 969-70 was noted by the Cabinet. 

This progr a mme actually commenced in the last year of a 

previously approved three year prog rarrune. A two mile section 

of the major ring road sy::it ern a~ onvisa13cd in the Tfa.rgules 

plan is imder construction at present o 1'hese 'rnrks will 

cost 880 1 000. 

Nainten§nce Funds 

The average cxpi:mditure on ';lag os and T·Ia.:Lntcnance 

over the six year period since the ea t a blisl:unent of the 

Reserve i s approx:i.r:;atcly ~2G,OOO., Hmre vcr 1 t he r:m jor ex-

o .. 
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penditu:r.c of tbe ilcscrvc to d:..tte Jrn:: been in the ac~iui:;jt'ion 
--~---··- ..._ 

_f_~_f!:'..~:...~C2ld __ }:..~~ .:_1... Detui:J :~ o:r the ormership, co st3 o.n<l 
__ 

9..! .. 
acrea1cs of each property Gc1uired Lre su~narised in Apycndix 1. 

Since -196'1- the :Collo·;1ing basic tasks he.ve been under-.. 

taken as part of tile rnainterw.nce and raan a.goment progra:.!Iil'3 -

Construction of 3 large compounds 25-40 acres 
for emus , kangaroos and waterfowl 
Erection of suitable notices 

Construction of walking trails, fire trails 
and access tracks 

Bird :feeding tables es t a'olished. 
Large numbers of birds are present in the cooler 
months of the year. ( These j.nclude Crir:ison and 
]~as tern Rosellas, Bower Birds, ··,'/hite Cockatoo etc.)' 

In 1969 t en new barbeq~es were constructed in Zone 2 

of the Reserve near the entrance which i s reserved fo r this and 

similar purposes . It is no t proposed to construct this type of 

faciliti es in other Zones. 

Dr. Frith remarked at one Panel meeting that there is 
only one compr ehensive display of .r\ustralian a nimal s anywhere in 

the Vorld. This is a t Los Angeles in the U.S. A. He hoped that 

a similar d).splay would be established at Tidbinbilla. However, 

it was z;enerally agreed t hat with present staff facilities it 

would be best to proceed with development on a broad acre basi s 
until funds are available to develop a more in tensive display 

system on a sr.iall ~rea o:f the H.eservc • 

• 
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_______ J.~·RICUL.. '1_________ 1lhU: :..EL\'. .CJi ..... 

1'idbinbill<! lfatu:r:c ··{(:ser v e 

;E~ov .!!ito f.l.2L.~gn9. 

--Ar--ea .. -·------o f Heservc --·-- --·"""_:,r.;o:r.oxi:~1ateJ .._ _______ *·-·-'v "· 
1.1i.2J.£.~P:2!:S:.§..._lt~§7.1 

Unleased Corn.'":'lo m·1eal th J.Jand 4,695 acres 
·(Old Block 0 Paddy ' s River 
Land we s t of ~lock 60 to 
Cotter Catchi:1ent Boundary ) 

Leas e Lands wi thdravrn 196 3 326 acres 
( Blocks 25 , 48~52 and 59 
Paddy 1 s River) 

Freehold Acauired 1964 3, 966 a c res 
(Flint , Dri~er , Pumpurs) 

Unleases Cor!l.mo nweal th Land 1964. 1, 000 acres 
( Northwa rd betv1e e n pine pl antings 
to Cotter Ca tchr.1ent Bound a ry) 

li'reehold Acquired 1966-67 989 acres 
( Newland, Hoyde n, Grimes, 
Green, }forton , 1.IaxwelJ. ) 

Lease lands \'1ithdrawn 19 67 5 36 acres 
(Block 20 , part of 10 & 5) 

--------TOTi.L AR!~A 11 , 512 acres 

2000 acres of Com~onweul th Land set aside . 

Estate A . ~ . Flint 1821 a cre s 

Price : ~>22 , 300 = G12 per acre 

A. A. Drh·er ___ 148 ,,... 1 Here ::.; 

Price: ~26 , 000 = ~) 17 p e r ucre 
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0. Purnpurs G'.)G acres 
Pr i ce: ~)8,000 

A. M. J?lin t 99 acres 

M. '.rong 11 6 acres 
E. Green 111 acres 

326 acres 

P. . p Ac~ RI!£~ ..:.f l 
l£L:...~.-J£r e 

Mrs s. Newlands 137 ~>32 ,250 ~2233 

Mr s. Boyden 360 $64,000 S177 

Mr A.L. Niaxwell 287 ~ 15,000 ~~ 52 
-H.L. & P.P. Morton 171 ~>29' 000 ~5 1 70 

Mr s. Grimes 6 $ 5' 100 $850 

Mr ~ .. E. Green 28 6,300 ~~225 

--- -----
'~ 

989 $151,650 

~ A. L. Maxwell Block 5 53 acres 

Dr. A. Costin Block 10 374 acres 

H.L. & P . P. r5orton Block 20 109 acres 

5 36 acres 



_/ '!.), ~ ~'! ·... 
\ ' 

" 1 c.'" , r··· • t ~~·· \f.V r·" \ f Ii (. .. fl t. 
•• f ,~ ..... ( • ; '\ " " "\ ' J r · \J , · ·.) ) ... t et.\ f L 1J 

\ I , • -1 ~ (....,, t ,/-\ \1 l.J /\ F 

/ 

. ll I J/~/ 

_./'-..... -·-;:-- .. .: --

.. ~ ."·,· -.. .... · 
. ! .. .: ;:. ......· ::• 

'\ .:.._ --: . .. . ... . 
• · lfl.?)'71~ {'(. ~ :/ ( ,,..,, /i u. 

: . ••.lf.,t(:: ": :,: .i.... ·.J-'"'·-....... ,v, '·· ~
( ·,~C(,1 ~('i';: ~:·-.-~. I . :..c-.... • • 'J 

I/ • ·'· '" ".. ·' -·::_:_;,. 'tt l~

A
rc

hi
ve

sA
C

T 
R

es
ea

rc
h 

G
ui

de

. 
' 

·r 




