£ SHORT HISTORY OF THS

DEPARTHMENT OF THE INTERIOR

The Department of the Interior is a conmposite department -
and has slways been since its inception. It carries out Australia~-
wide functions such as electlons, meteorology, land and propsrty as
well as local or municipal and Btate government functions in the
Australisn Capital Territory. Within this diverse group of functions
lies the egsence of the Department's role irn the administration of
Commonwealth government, though other activities have been added or
deleted as circumstances have reguired from time to time, This paper
is therefore primarily concerned with a summery of the growith and
development of the various groups of activities which have shaped the
character of the Department since federation and given it a major
role in Commonwealth administraition.

Created in 1901 as the Deparitment of Home Aflalrs,
gubsequent developments have reflected the role originally given To
it as a composite department by the first Prime Minister, Sir Edmund
Barton. - His unpublished private papers, which contain the only
gtatenent of functions for depariments at Federation, silocate the
following activities to Home Affairs : Elections, Inter-State
Commission, Federal Capiial, Census and Statistics, Astronomicel
Observations, 01ld Age Pensgions, People of Special Haces, Acquisition
of Property zvi%h State Consent), Acquisition of Reilways (W%th State
Consent), and Congtruction of Rallways (with State Consent). The
first Gagzetite contained a paper on the Works funcition which said
"The Public Works Branch was the main core of the IDepsrtment {Fome
Affairs)! but that it was slso responsible for: Management of Public
Service, Astronomy, Censusg and Stetistics, Elections, Franchise, Lands
Meteorology, Public Works, Railways, Rivers, Seat of Government,
Surveys and Representaticn of the People, It continued, "A separste
Public Works Department was not formed at the inceptbion bscause
Commonwealth works activit%es were not sufficiently large fto. engage
one Minister's attention®, :

In 1906, when the functions of the origingl departments.
were Iirst gazetted, the Department of Home Affairs had the following
activities: Jicquisition of lands, Census and Statistics, Electicns,
Franchise, Tnterstate Commission, Public Service Commissioner, Rivers,
Public Work§5 Reilways, Representation of the Peopie, and Seat of
Government, Tt should be noted that the Astronomy and Meteorology
functions menitioned above were not undertaken by the Department of
Home Affairs until 1912, Responsibilities for asstronomical and
meteorological observations under the Meteorology Lot (1906) were
carried out by the Postmaster-General's Department until transferred
to Home Affairs in 1612.% The Public Service Jommissioner and hils
gtaff from the Department of Home Affairs wenbt.to the newly created
Prime Minister's Department on et July, 1912,

When departments were re-corganised in 1916, following
Public hccounts Committee investigations,® the original Department
of Home Affeirs was abolighed and the related funciions of Rallways,
Rivers and Public W%fKS allocated to the newly created Department of
Works and Railways.
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The Barton Papers held in Commonwealth Arxchivas,
Commonwealth Gazette Mumber 1, 1901, page 4.
Commonwealth Gazette Number 71 of 15th Decewmber, 1906.
Commonweslth Gazette Number 26 of 13th 4April, 1912,
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«& remaglining functions, togeither with migration and territorial
functions from the Depsriment of Biternal Affairs which was also
abolished, were gllocated to the newly created Department of Home
and Territories. The functions %keﬂ over from Home Affalirs were
Astronomy, Elections, Franchise, Lands and Surveys, Metesorclogy aﬂ&
Jeat of Goverament. The functions tsken over from EZxtermal Affairs
were: Immigratisr and Wmigr@tﬁﬁﬂy nilux of lemlrﬁlw? Naturalisetion
and Aliens, Pezrl PFishing and repaﬁg Fisheries in Australlan Weters
bcvonq Territorial Limits, People of Races (other than Aboriginals in

any State) for whom it 1s deemed necessary to make specisl laws, and
ﬁawgltor&es forming part of the Commonwea:th,*

A restrictive migration policy was administered by the

Deparument of Home and Tervitories from 1918, when *h Pa *5 ports

function from Prime Minister's Department wasg transierred.
Naturalisation and immigration restriction quCuIOﬂD were caryisd out
until 1945, when the Derarumuuu of Imnlgrwt$0n was formed tc encourage
mlgratlg from overseas as a result of post-World War IT empioyment

policy. 'Y The DwL@f“m“ﬂ“'S turr1*ﬁlial functlom once included
“shmo&e? Carftier, Nauru and Norfolk Islande, Pspus and New Guinea,
Northern and Central ﬁustralime Im 1951, when the Departmeﬁt of
Territories was created from the earlier D spartment of External
Territories, the remzining Northern Territory, fLshmore and Cartier
Islands gg?vp of functions was transferred from the Depariment of ths
Interior. The present adminigtration of the fustralian Capital
Territory including Jervis Bay, other than the Naval Zase, maintg%ns
the origingl territorial function glvern this Department in 19017,°

The sconomic boom after Worid VWar I wrought many changes
which were reflected in deparimentsal activities. Funds, now avail-
abie to encoursge prospecting fgg precious metals and 1‘11::u,re3,1,m,»S Were
adrminisbvered by the Depertment, In the Australian Capital
Territory ths ooqstr chtion of a Solar Obg e“vatorJ at Mount Stromlo,
@rigina?%v ﬂaaEJea in 1910, was completed and the Wer Museum started
in 1924, e former, rensmed Commonwesalth Obgervatory in 1945,
when the ﬁlaﬁcrlaﬂ Government clossd down its Melbourne QObservat 0Ty,
was transferred to the ﬁustr%%ian National University as the Mt.
otromlo Obgervatory in 1957, The War Museum, renamed the
Australian War Memorial ‘o commenmorate the deeds of Australian service-
men and women in all hostilities, still forms =2 branch of the
Department.

* The Gazette notification has bheen accspted although there is some
doubt about this., Memorsndum 16/10677 from Mr. E.L. Earl, Acting
Senratarv, Public Service Commission states that while the Depart-
ment of Works and Rallwag was created, the Department of Eome
and Territories was not esgtablished, nor were the Departments of
Home Affairs snd Externsl Affairs wbolxsked See Prime Mindister's

ile 1918/2866.

8. Commonweszlth Gazette Number 188 of 21st December, 1816,

G, Executive Council Minute Fumber 104 of 17th July, 1918, page 1519,

10 . Bxecutive Council Minutse Number 27 znd Commonwsalth Gazed
Humber 52 of 14th Merch, 1947.

11.Bxecutive Council Minute Numbker 46 of 2nd July, 19571,

12.5¢e above, paragraphs 2 and 3.

13.Commonwealth Gazette Number 19 of 15th March, 1923, page 360.

14.Public Service Board Circulasr Number 2.

15.Mt., Stromlo Observatory Act, 1956 and agreemsnt with
Ausgtralian Nasional University on In te ior file 56/208(96).
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_ In November, 1924, a changed Goverrnment majority establish-
ed the Federsl Car1+al Ocmmﬁﬁﬂﬂon te deveilop Canberrz znd the
Adustraelian Capital Terxitory. L 18 Mary buildings in Canberra today
wncludlhg the present P¢r¢1amenu Eouse, Fast and West Block, and Hetels
hoton, Ainsile, Beauchamp, Brassey, Canberra, Gorman,Eurrajong snd
Wellingten, are lasti ing memorials to this Commissiorn which was sbolish-
ed in 1930.17 More will be said later aboui the Beparﬁwﬂﬂt’s zct-
ivities in the Austraiiarn Capital Territory. During this boom period,
aaldes the migrstion and territorial functions mentionsd above, the
Department's functions also included fActuarial Maitiers, Cotton
Reggarch, Forestry (the Austrelian Forestry School was establl%h d in
1628 although it was not traﬁ:;erre& from Adelsidec Un¢ve“51%y to its
present site in Yervaluwmla, Aust %ll@& Capitel Territory un
acconmodaltion was ready in ?947 Geodesy and the Nati naw huseam
of Zo“logyxi The addition of EQ“SV diverss &Ctl“ltLCS provides
further ovidence of the composite nature and general role of the
Department in the gphere of Commonwealth administration. It should
be noted that during the fﬂar“ 1025-32 the Landsg and Survey Branch of
the Department of Home snd Territories was transferred to the Depart-
ment of Works and Railways.

In 15 the Department of Home and,Territories was abolished
and the Depa $+Lona of Home Affairs rccvcatedm Thus, when
Depression eccnomies merged tﬁu adminigtration of departments in 19
it was the three Depariments of Home Affairs, Works and Rallwa%gﬁ gy
Transport which formed the pres Cﬂt Deps rtmeru of the Interior.
range of Tunctions den carried out was : Alisr's Fegistrztion,
Agtrononmy, fustralian War Memorial, ummmo$wea1tk Literary Fund,
wleetloﬂs and Franchise, Emigration of Childrer and thflTlralm,
Forestry, Immigration, Indentursd coloured labour, Meteorology, Natur-
alisation, Morthern Territory, 011 Investigation L,.:rd progpacting,
Passporis, Prospecting for specisl metsls, Pearl Shelling and I%epan@
Fisheries in Australisn waters beyond ferritorisl 11r1ts, Seat of
Government, Sclar Observatory, Conveyance of Members of Parliament and
cthers, ueodeby (Internstional map of L Torid and 129th Tevi&iar)
Lands and Surveys, Propertiss (z) transferred, (o) acquired and
rented, Public Works snd Ssrvices, co-ordination of hUQt;@**mﬂ
Transport Services, Federal Trans port Jourcil, Railways, and VWa
Service Homes.

32,
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tyres, manpower and coupons, salvage and collec of materials and
BNoONey, gto, A separate anartment of Works was created for siy
nonths, Ifrvom Hovember 1638 to Lordil 1935, when I t WEE abOll&h@ugB

to become the Works and Services Branch wbosc activitiss were con-
trollied by the Allied Works uOKhCll until 1845, Another Deparimsnt
of Works was created from this Branch for five months, from February
to Juns 1845, when it was abol?Sde to form the Eenartmﬁn* of Works
and Housing in July, 1945.< Thig organissiion lasted untlil 1952

18, Section 4, Se et of Goverament {(Administration) Ordinasnce, 1930-85,

17. Ibid.

18, Public Service Board 4 of 1926 and Intericr file 64/15.

19, Executive COU“Cll Minute Mumber 8 of 1925 and Commonweslith Gazette
umber 64 of 30th August, 1925.

20, Commorwealtn &4actte mebﬂr 94 of 5th Novembe 1925, page 1687.

21. Gezette Number 139 of 5th December, 1928, paga 3503a

22, Exescutive Council Minute 35/36 and Commonweslth Gazette Number
35 of 14th April, 1932,

23. Comnonwealth Gazetie Numbe? 25 of 26th April, 1939,

2. Executlve Souncil Minunte Number 27 and Commonwealth Gazette
¥umber 52 of 14th Aarch, 1547.
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wileny egein, 1t was ab;$1uned to separste its basic functions,¥*¥*
mhroughout thig period of seperatichs, Worke'! gteff and personnel
ctivities were cerried out by the Department of the Interior,

Mention has previously been made of how the migration and
territorial funciions left Interior when separate Departments of
lmmigration and Territories were formed in 1946 and 1851 respectively.
QOW“VLLE the post-World War Il years brovbﬂt otheyr funciional cherges.
The Wer Service Homes fumctlong whickh had been transferred to tde
Department whsn the War E%rvioe Homesg C@mm*SSL“ner? Mr, H.0. Brown,

ecame Secretary in 1932 left with the Works function in 1945,

In ?%%o the Durar tment of {ﬁmc Security, which had been created in
1941 was mbolished.2’l Some of ths fhﬂ@tl@ﬁ: went to the Department
of Defence; others to the Department of Immigration. Howaver, the

civil defence functions formed the present Directorets of Civil
Deferce, 2 brench of Imerlor which includes the Auvstralian Civil
Defence School at Nount Macedon, Victoria.

n 1949, the functions of War Service Lands Settlement
end Rural gand Schemes, which hed been with the Department of Post-
War Reconstruction untll that Devariment was abolished, were trang-
ferred o the Department of the Interior with the appointment of &

new Secretary, Mr. W..i. Mclaren. In 1956, tals ﬁucc+1o¢,w%m trans-
ferred to the newly formed Department of Primary Indusiry. In

the same yvesr the Nati@nal Mepping funciion, which had be n with the
Lends and Survey Branch, wag transferred to the Department of
National Developnment.

In 1850, the News ? Infornation Buresu was established
55 brench of the Depariment.” Thb Buresu's present activities
ha?e grown from a 'Commenwealth publicity function! urbélﬁdlly
allocated 0 she Prime Vinister's Depar*ﬂoru in 1923, When this
funciion was taken,gver by the newly formed Deg qrumgﬂt of lariets and
Transpeort in 1928, 214t was defined as ‘Trnu :um 1c"tv and aivertm
iging in $he United Xingdom and oversaas' s to which was adde
"Collection and digsenmination of commercial and x;dubtrlal 1nformw
ation' when the Deparitment of %@rkets replaced the Departnment of
Markets and Transpori in 1930, With the cutbreak of war in 1939
these resources ware absorbed into = newly creatsd Department of

Informetion whose primsry function was Information “ﬂlat%ﬁg to war
and War censorship of the press; broa@cast@ug end cinocnas. When

this depariment was abolished in 1950, the News and Information
Buresn waeg established as a branch of Interior, with the following
functions; +to make Australis more widely and favourably known
throuéhout the world, administration of the National Film Board,
roguction of LlfDZMWulO+ and publicity mefterial on inpertant
matter& of navional interest on the reguest of iiq%ﬁfersq and the
L

supply of informsiion scrvices for overseas posgths

¥¥  PSee other historical summaries for further information on
Department of Works

"The reason for this was doubtless that Mr. H.C. Brown was at

the time War Service Homes Commissioner". Seaz ?rlme Minister!

Department file A. 6/1/1 of 11th August, 1936,

26. Commonweslth Gszette Number 12% of 26th June, 1947,

27. Bxecutive Council MLnutes 7 and 6% and Commonw alﬁﬁ Gornette
Number 239 of 1946,

28, Commonwealth CGasette Number 52 of 12%h Jenusry, 1956.

29. Executive Council Minuve Hurmber 29 and Commonwealth Gazette
Nurber 15 of 1Tth March, 1950.

0. Commonwsalth Gazette Number 19 of 15th Mzsrch, 1923,

31. Coumonweslth Gazette Number 129 of 15th De cember9 1923,

32. Executive Council Minubte Number 16 of 1030.

33, Executive Uouncil Minutes Numberg 83, 123, 167 and Commonwealih
Gazette Nurber 153 of 20th Novenmber ?9394

34, Executive Council Minute Namber 29 and Commonweaith Gazette
HNumber 15 of 17th March 1250,
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In 1950 the Commonweslth Railways, which had functioned
under the directicn of the Minister for the Interior since 1932, 35
was transferred to the Depariment of Fuel, Shipping snd Transport.
The following yesr, Interior's sdministration of the Commonwealth
Shipping Act, whnich began in 1936, Wa%6tranﬁferred to the
Depariment of Shipping and Transport.

As mentioned above, the Mount Stromlo Observatory was
transferred to the Australian National University in 1957.
Hoewevsr, a part of this branch remained,. The ionospheric
Preciction Services which had its origins in the Hadio Reseaxrch
Unit of the Council for Scientific and Indusirial Research {(now
OgmmeggeaLth Soientific and Industrial Research Org% isation) in
1942, was transferred to the Observatory in 1947, Whan
the la%tv; left the Depariment, the Ionospheric Prediciicon Service
remained as part of the Administration Branch. it remained with
thisg branch until 1963 when a major re-organisation of the 39
Departument’s top structure established 1t as a separate branch,.

In 1964 the Forestry and Tinbsr Bureazu, which had
been established in 1924 to assist the Australian timber industry,
was transferred to the Deparitment of National Development.
This transfer appropriately alliocated the Bureau's research
Tunction to a pamparatlve¢g new department whose primary responsi-
bility is to develop Austrzliz's natural resources. Howaver,
when the Bureau left, the ﬁuytralidn Capital Territory Forestry
Section fmmalﬁgd in uku Deparitment. It wag transferred to the
Lands Branch.

The rmost recent statement of the Department of the
Intericr's functions is consistent with the role of a composite
department in Commonwealth administration set by the first Prime
Ministver in 1907, The funciicns ars: Administration of 3he
Australian Capital Territory and Jervie Bay Territory, Acguisition
ané leasing of land and property for Commonwealth purposes,
Management of Commonwealth property, Meteorology, lonospheric
Prediction Service, Civil Defence, Farliamentary electlg%s and
referendums, Fubliclty arnd information, and War Graves.,

functional U rganLﬁaulon

The Department is primarily orgsnised by function to
carry out its diverse activities, with some branches further
subdivided by region to provide common services throughout the
Commonwealth, Thus the orimary organisation comprises eight
specialised branches and two divisions which include a further
sleven branches, viz., -

Divisions Specialised Branches

Australian Capital Territory Bureau of Meteorology

Services Division

Facilities Branch News & Informastion Bureau

Housing Branch Electoral Branch
Lands & Policy Division survey Branch

Lands Branch Tonosprheric Prediction Service
35, 1lvid. = T . T ’

36, “Commeonwealth Gazette Number 46 of 2nd July, 1951,

37. See Interior file 63/1017.

38. Executive Council Minute Number 14 of 20tha March, 1947.

29, Public Service Board memorandunm w3/3480 of 30th October, 1963
on G&4/66%1(64),

40, Executive Councill Minute No. 26 of 25th Mm , 1964 and
Public Service Board memoraﬁdum.63/£4”*f of Z22nd April,
1964 ¢n Interior file G64/42,  See algo file G64/15,

41, Commonweslth Gazette Number 8 of 21st Janusry, 1265,
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Division Specislisad Branches

Planning, Establishment Australian War Memorial

and Finarnce Branch

n

Property Branches - War History
6 States plus Auvstralisn
Capital Territory Civil Defence

Departmental officers are loceted throughout Australis, nearby
island and Antarctic weather stations, and at diplomatic missions
overseas,

Mgtters deslt with by the Branches are -

Facilities Branch

Respongible for education, welfare and fire protection
in the Australian Capital TerrLUO?y (in ecollaboration with New
South Wales authoroties), rates and water charges, public transport,
traffic pxoblvmuy driving lic@heam motor vehicle and other
registrations, Lske Burley uriffwwg tourism, public halls, swimning
pools and other community services. Ihe Australian Capital
Territory Police Force is attached for adminisitrative purposes,.

Hoveing Branch

Respongible for management and contrel of GOVﬂrrmeqtu
owned houses & flatsAn Canberra and the sale of government houses.
Administers fair-renting in the Australisn Capital Terrluory, the
Commissioner for Dousing Loan Scheme and ths provision of funds
for co~operative bullding sceieties.

Lands Branch

Regponesible for general land administration in the
Australian Capital Territory including sgriculture and stock,
forest @l&ﬂﬁ@ﬁ*@ﬁas supervision of non-governmental bullding, city
and rural lewhcsg special leages for churches and clubs, parks
and gardens, and plan printing.

Planning, Establiskments and Finsnce Branch

Respounsible for special investigations and forward
plansning for ﬂeﬁermamu%l @c+“v*ﬁies, salaried and iadustrial
rersonnel, allowances, leave and other conditicns of servic
establishment proposals, orgenisation and methods anemtlga» ion,
gteff tralnlna and development, Iinternal sudit, esiimstes,
accounting and finsncial coza’srr"l9 compen Sﬂtlon, security, travel
and other facilities for Members of Parliament,

Froperty Branches - & States plug Australian Canital Territory

Rusporsible for the acquiuition9 1eaging? management
and digposal of land and propsrty for Commonwealth Qurpoﬁsb.
The Austrslian Caplital merflﬁarg Branch is also f@SﬁOﬁSlQ e for
0w ordlﬁating policy and cohtrOIELﬂg the overall scquisition,
repalrs, maintenance end works progremmes,

Burean of Meteorclogy

Provides meteoroliogical services in Australia for the
genesral public and for 5;301&1 needs oy civil avation, defence
gervices, shippingE marmlpg9 engineering,. commerce and sclence,
Iszues forecastes for gales, squalls, cyclones, rough seas, floods,
heatwaves, bush fire daﬁg“%”n frosts, hail and sviation hazards,
Conducts research and liaison W“th overseas organisations for the
advencement of the science of meteorology.



News and Informstion Buresu

Makes Australia mors favoursbly and widely known to
the rest of the world. Produces factusl information, filmﬂ and
publicity material on toples of national imporitance for dissemination
at home and abroad. Provides Commonweslth departments and
instrumentalities with a common service agency for film, literary,
vhotographic and artwork publicity. Maintaing offices in London
and New York, and has press attaches with diplomatic aﬁu trade
comulissioner posts oversess,

Electorsl Branch

Administers the Commonwealith electoral and referendum
laws. Responeibilities include keeping electorsl rolls an
habitation records up o date, d¢v15¢onw¢ boundariss and re-
distribution reviews, poliing facilities, nd compulsory senrolment
and voiing provisions. Conducte Parliamentary elections and
referendums slectlons for the ﬁUutf&lldh Capitsel Territory
Ldvisory Uouneil and Hospital Board, the Northern Territory
Legisiative Counclil, and migcslilaneous elections for the
Superannuation Board, Divisional Representatives, Apple and Pear
Board, etc. Uonducts Union Ballots arranged by the Industrial
Registrar,

Survey Branch

ot

esponsivle for land, engineering and isopegraphicsl
BUTVEYS for Commonweslth purposes, including sub-divisions of
Canberrs and the Sustraslian Capital Territery, State FProperty
Branch reguirements, navigational aids for civil aviation,
1evblli£g and detall surveys for national development, and
instrumentation recuirements for scientific research.

Tornogspheric Prediction Service

Fore agtes maximum usable frequencies for short wave
radlio trensmission, based on observations of lonospheric and
related solar and geophysical ph@?@maqa, Issues warnings on
conditions 1likely to Lnterrupt radio transmission. P@bllsbaw
bulletins and tables of predicticns.

Australlan War Memorisl

o

Provides a unique setting to commenmorste the sacrifices
and illustrate the desds of Australian men and wcmen Wno have
served thelr country during wars. Displays dioramas, souvenirs,
raintings, sculptures and other relics from the budan war to
Melaya. Maintains records of military history and science,
ingluding war diaries, maps and films, etc. Overall management
is vested in a Board of Trustees.

War History

Organises the production of the Cfficisl War History
of Australia in the Second World War, 1939-45. ﬁhe History

congists of twenty-two volumes and a concige volume, only three
of which have not been publishesd.

Civil Pefernces

Eesponsible for Commonwealtll programmre to meet defence

emergencies affecting the civilian pagulaulon. Froduces publii-
caticnse on the effects of nuclear and other weapons for public
eduecation. Provides vearious items of standard equipment for

State authorities, Conducts the Australian Civil Defence School
for members of Clvil Defence units. Develops and implements
plans for Commonwealth territories and special areas,



.
jel=1-)41

A

r B

Bosrds and Uommittees

gbove, many boards snd committees have
to tTime. Whilst 1t is not exhaustive

As mentiocned
formed from time

the fnllowimg liss bmves some indication of the diverse range

of deparimental

getivitiesi~

Jommonwealth Litersry Fund, 1916 - ?93942
Board of Higher Forestry Education, 1926 146
Board of Ma&i ement of Australian War Memorisl,
g$11ll meets

Nationai iemorisls Committee,
Canberrs Univergitg College Council,
A.C.7. Advisory Council, 1930 - gtill meets
Canberrs Public Cemetery Trustees, 1935 - still geets
4,C.T, Apprenticeship Board, 1936 st1l]l meets™ 50
Commorwealth Cil Adviscry Committees 1937 1939
Jorsultative Committee for Parks and Gardens, 1938
Hationa¢ “qgﬁt gl Plarnning snd Development Committee,

1938 - 1957~ 53
4.0.10, B sh Fire Council, 1939 - still meets~~
vﬁwwg wealth Solar Observalory, Mount

1026

45

1027 - still meet346

1929 %960

Advisory Beoard -
tromlo, 1940 55
A.C.T. Salvage Sommitteey 1941 - 19477
Defence Control Camouflage Commitise, 1641
Allied Works Gaun“ilg 1942 1945
Bulk 01l Proftection Advisory Committee, 19
Canberrs Nursery SBchool Advisory Commwutpg
A,C.T. Patriotic Funds Board, 1945 -
Australisn Battlefields Me morlalg Commit
Australisn National Filn Board, ?943 -
Canberra Firewocd Suppliss Oommitteu,
Cenberrs Milk Suﬂylv Committee, 194%.~ 1954

Ice Supplies C “*teug 1945 - 19507~ s

Recreablon Lsclllu eg Committee, 1945 - 1050~ 67
tending Committee on Development of Darwin,, £4945 - 1949

Wet Garbege Disposals Committee, 194z - géO

A£.C.7, Development Committees, 19456 -

Canberrs Nuz gery School and @r@—ucﬂoa? &dVlSGry Commitiee,

1946 - 1951

Kecords with Departments of External Affalrs 1908-16;
Home and Territories 191728, Home Afrfasirs 1928-32,
Interior 1932-39, Prime Minister! s after geparstion ol
External Affairs in 1935 See file 39/1930

Intericr file 60/724 (Forestry School transferred to A.
Interior file 63/1150

Interior file €2/527

1951

V.7, )

Interior
of Genersz
Interior
Interior
Iﬁ%c?i”w
Commonwsa
Interior
Interioxr

Committee,

Interior
Interior
Intericr

Rercords with Ci v11 Defence

Eecords
Records ¢
Interior
Interior
IntevﬁO“

£

file 59/908 (University Collsge replaced by School
1 Studies, AW, U.)
file ﬁi/qgog

file 63/964

file (4/500?

ith Ayxchives Accession
file 51/572

file 64/1511 Replaced by Wational
under ¥.C.D.0. Act

£3/B02 and £4/1323

“”/@69 (transferred from Inte

45/146

Ho, CF 887

Capital Planning
file

file
file

rior)

Direcdowate
ransferred to Department of Works
rangferred to Department of NaulonaW Development

file 59/632 and 46/388

file 55/300 and 44/1681

file 59/1315 62. Cabinet Agendum No. 834 of 26th

file 52/745 April, 1945

file 56/1936 65, Interior file 45/2118

file 48/1607 67. ERecords at Deparitment of Territories
file 56/1310 69, Interior file 61/67

fils 55,7576



Financial Advisory Co 4pue@ to Imperial War Graves
Commission, 1946 ‘195’

J@ﬁm?ai Duzg;sea Committee to Imperisl War Graves Commission,
National Baﬁ‘lﬂg ouncil, 1946 ~ 1956 74
tanding Conmitte n Development of ?a§%erra, 1946 - 1957

9
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Traffic Advisory Ge mittee s 1948 - 1954 76
Zoological Farks and Reserves Commitites, 1946 - 1 77
Departmental Disposals and Gai&emﬂ*ﬁg goardwgi9@? 1856
Department Tender Board, 1947 still meets’ 79

dervis Bay Development Committe65 1947 ~ 195117 80
A.C.T. Agricultural Advisory Committee, 1948 “8?952

A.C.T. Road Safety C ”oaneilg 1948 -~ still meets 8
A.C.T. Scoll Conservation Council, 1948 - still meetsiy
Eeuartmcrual Avuﬂdemuo womzlbbees 1948 - gtill meets a4
Commonweslth Civil Defence Committes, 1548 - still meets
Regloqul ulégatological Consultative Committees, 1950 -

ill meets 85
Gaﬂbexxa Pre-School ﬂdeqo“y uommlﬁtvvg 1957 - egtill meetsa?
Canbverra Tourist Bureau AQJ? v Bosrd, 1852 - stiil meets a
Canberrs Technical Education GOM@lbeGS 1956 - sti%% meets
Corrvoboms Park Youth Csntre Counczl, 1956 - 1458
Committee for Cultural @uveig@menb in the Australlian Capital
Territory, 1948 - still meets
Third Partyg%ngurance Fremivms Advisory Commititee, 18956
atill mpmelts”
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Notes on Some Punctions in the A.C.T.

These notes are not intended to cover all the admini-
gtrative activities carried out over the years by the Department

in the Agﬁaﬁﬁ Hor is 1t dintended that they should trace the
growtih dev lopment of Canberra, which has been recorded
elbewhere, Either attem mpt would go beyond the scope at present

possible, The intention is rather to supplement the preceding
account of the Department's functions by tracing its associagtion
with Gan%crra and recording some of its functions in the TS“IﬁDIY,
expecially those which are no longer in the Commonwealth Service,

Zirst Detall Surveys

As wentlomnd aoove in the Tirst paragraphs of this
vaper, the Federal Capital Territery function was allocabed t
the Home Affairs pcrtfoilo in 1901 -~ before the agga was +ranmse red
from New Scuth Wales to the Commonwealth in 19069, The

Uepartment’s association W1uh the planning and development of
Canberra as the national capital also dates from the earliest
period. It was the late Hrg C.R. Serivener, subsequently Dirsctor

71. Interior file 46/2104

72, Interior file 49/?4:’

73. Interior file GL 645 (now with Dept. of Nat. Dev.)

74, Initerior file 49/125

75. Interior file 43/665 (Qre iously known as Vigibility Committes,
March 1935 - July 1946)

76. Interior file €2/191

77. Intericr file 29/2710

78, Interior file 50/3239 and 64/1946

79. Interior file 46/997 and 60/10C4

80. Interior file 5A/1634

81, Interior file 63/1491

82. Intericr file 49/2546

8%, Interior file 50/1398

4. Cilvil Defence file 63/31 (R@u@ﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬂﬁ@d in 1962 as Commonwealth

and States blVll Defeﬁoe Committes)

85, Interior f£il

86, Interior fil

27. Interior fil
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of Lands and Surveys, who conducted tne surveys which provided
he first dstailsd map of the Canberrsz area. This provided
the basic infsrmation for the world-wide competition for a d
of ths naticornal capital which was won by the Chicago archits
Ur. ¥Walter ﬁuﬂley Griffin on 23rd May, 191z,

Briclworks

i -

The brickworks function in Canberra has bsgen asscclated
with the Dcpdrﬁmeﬁu slnce the scheme to produce bricks locally

was conceived in 1812, During the period 1913-16 1% was with

tne Works Branch uf the Department of Home Affalrs when Caﬁberra )
development was under ar Administratcor responsible to the Minister
of Home Affairs, King O'Mzalley. Because thes position of

Administrator was unpald, the appointee, Colonel Miller, retained
his position as Becretary of the Department of Home Affalrs in
Melbourng whilst undertaking the full-time responsibility of
Administrator ir Canberra, from August 1912 watil 1916, when he
reiinguished nis former position.

After the reorganisation of Commonwealth depariments
in 1916, the brickworks functilon was placed with the newly formed
Department of Works and naiLﬁ aye until late 1924, when ths Federal

Capital Commission took over the function During this fime,
due to manufacturing di flﬁul* ies, the pruau ctilon of bricks was
stopped for some years and resumed again in 1921. To overcome

transport difficulties to the major constructional sites, a
treinline was a*d in 1924 from the Canberrs Srickworks in
Yarralumlsa to the lins from Queanbeyan, meeting at Kingston and
extending over the Molornglo River to Civic Centre. This con-

glderably speeded up the completion of Parliament House, East
and West Blocks, ths Power House and hotels Acton, Ainslie,
ﬁeauvhamf,uraSqug Canhesrra, :nrman, Xurrajong and Wellington.
The line wes later removed when the scheme to extend the line to
Yasy was discontinued.

I- }

When the Commission was abolished in 1930 the
administration of the brickworks reverted to the Dcpartmert of
Wo“ka and Reilwazys until 1932 when it was placed under Interior's

Works and Services Branch; where it remained until the Works
funutxcw was formed into a separate lepariment in 1938, There-
alfter, it remained with Works until 1952, when 1t was attached
to the Department’'s Adminisgtration 3ranch until it became a
sovernment~owned company nemed the C@@ﬁonwealth Erickworks
%Canberra) Limited on 1sv July, 1960, Tirectorse of ths
Company ars responsible to Psrliament through the Winister for
the Intericr,

Flectricity

The A,C.7%, Electricity Authority, llﬂu the Brwokwcrksy
kas had a similar continuous assoclation w1tn Canberra's
administration. FOllQW@ﬂﬂ a report by Mer. F.W, Clements of the
Melbourne Electric Supply Company (later, umdmrman of the Electriciﬁy
Commission of Viectoris) which outlimg a comprehensive scheme for
Canberra’s electriciity reguirements, ° the Power Hou SE WAS
constructed by the Works DBranch of the Depariment of Home Affairs
between 1912-15, Steam-generated electricity provided for
reguirements until September 1925, when Canberra and Quedlbsyan

were connecied to the Burrinjuck Bydro-BElectric Power Station by

gome 78 miles cof 66,000 volt lires; leaving the st @am plant oniy

for emergencies and system reguirements prior to its abandonment

in 1959~60. The originel Burrinjuck gystenm was iater incorporated
with the State-wide N?w South Wales intercornected system.

94. Interior file 61/1708
95, Home Affairs file "Power Plant Federal Capital' archives
reference 2283,/1011
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Canberra's e?e@t¢ici+y ig now supplied by three 66,000 volt lines
nd a major sub-station at Queanbeyan.  Standby {(diesel)
generating msant OL 4,000 x.w, capacity was purchased from the
Flectricity commission of FNew South Walses in 1960,

Historically, the Eiwwdflcﬁtw Authority has Zollowed
a similar administrative pattern to the Brickworks. It wag
attached to the Works function in Canberrs until recentlys
i.e. under Home Affairs (pre-1916), Works and Rallways (1916-24),
Ingineer's Deparbtment (of the Federal Capital Commission until
1930), Works and Rallways {(1930-32), and the Works and Servicesw
Branch (1932-38), 1939-45) until a separmuV Department of Works

was created. After World War II, the Canberra Elesctric Supply
formed §ar of the Worku function until 12+%h Cctober, 1953, when
it was attac nud to Interior's Administration Branch. Since

?933 Canberra's population has grown from 28,800 to an estimate
8e OOO at December, 1964, To meet this ihcrease and the expected

rate of growth of the Wation's Capital, oubtput has incressed

from 12,400 x.w. to 638,150 k.w. with energy purchasss of 243

million k.w. hours. Stalf now number 75 mele and 24 femals
salaried officers and 252 sward ewployees. Revenue from sales
reached £2,149,000 for 1964, It is tﬁv sixth largest wunder-

taking of 1ts kind in New South Wales - and demand is at present
being doubled svery five yesrs.

Refle tiﬁg tha growth snd status of this important
ri

activity in the Australian Capital Territory, what was once the
Flectricity Bection of the Department's Administration Branch

was e@iabli%ﬁed as the 4.0.7, Electricity duthority on 1st July,
1963,77 since then it has functioned under the eogtroi of a
gtatutory Board of three members who are responsible to Parliament
through the Minister for the Interior.

Education

rimary, secondary andiechnical
he Dgpwrfmcrt‘. Education Section,

eryices Division. But the provision
of 1a0“‘“t1dg erlea som,wka% from the coriglnsl asgreement with
Hew Scuth Wales. Criginall New South Wsales departments were

to bulld, equip and staff ualm gahools for prinary, &@covdary

and technlcal educationg “he expenditure being reimbursed arnnually
by the Commonweslth, However & precedent, since followed, was
“ﬁt in 1923 when a large centra “Cku6$ at Telopea Park was built

uJ 1 Deﬁartmant to best utilise the available equipment, stores
nd staff. Children would travel to amé from school by special
bug ~ a service still provided by the Department's Transport

Baction. Since this first central school was built, to replace

The one-room schools usual to small communities throughout
Augtralia even today, the Commonwealih hasg bullt 21 Erimarv Schools
attended by 9,645 pupi 183 7 Seoond%rg bCﬂOu*S attended by 3,997
pupils and a Technical College whogse size limits 1@% yreoeﬁ%
maximum enrolment of approximately 39% 00 students.”

Pre~gchool facilities, - wholly administered and staffed

by the Department's Education Section, have grown from a single
Nursery School (1943-1949) to 30 chubuhool Centres for over
2,000 CﬁiLd;eﬂg including an Occasional Care Centre nesr the
main shopping ares at the Civie Centre, Much crsadit is due To
the Mothercraft Socilety and other interest-groups for their part
in establishing these schools for children from 2 to 5 TEars.,
The continued interest and support of mothers and cother community
groups remain vital To The success of these schools as they were
cencelved, to meet the locegl reguirements of Canberrs residential
areas.

98, Interior file 637457
97. See "Eduvucation Director, 196
19

5" for schools and file 63/1017
for enrolments to ﬁawuuﬁ &
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During this p@riﬁd the Deuwrﬁmwlt was responsible for hotels
seton, Brassey, Havelock, rurrajong and Lawley, and hostels
Gorman, Eulwala; Harellan and Eeid. At about this time the newly
created Hational Capitasl ﬂGVulOpEGﬁt Commission took over rg-
spongibilities Lor the planning of government housing. But the
Department's Housing Branch still allocates homes and flats for
rental, and arranges loans for tenants to purchase the homes they
rent from the government.

Since 1950, the A.C.T. Police Force has been attached
to the Department for administration purposes. Origin allg
detachment of the New South Wales Police, the strength of the
station grew from a single uon&Ldblc to a Dergeant and four
Constables when 1t was first taken over by the Commonwealth in
1927 as the Federsl Territory Police. It was attached to

Attorney~General's Department in 1930, when the Fw@wf@; Capital
Commission was abolished, unvil itvs transfer to the Department

the Interior in 1950, Reflecting the growth of Canberra's
population and the increage of traffic and other problems, the
A.C.T. Police Force has grown to ite present strength of 148
policenmen and 4 polleewome“? organiged into three Branches under
the control of a Commissionsry ‘together with 17 clerical and other
staff

Others

Besides the activities mentioned, there are many others
which 1ink this Depasritment o Gaﬂberra‘s growth and development,
through pericds of rapid progress and interminable delays caused
by a lack of funds or other qu*tages brought about by depression
or War. The sesctlion of this paper on the functions of the 4.C.T.
Services Division and the Lands and Policy Division give some
indication of the Department's respons Wb*11 ies for administering
and developing the national capital and the Australian Capitsl
Territory. Not the least important of all the meny links is that
of the Parks and Gardens Section. Carefuvl planning and constant
attentlon over the vears hes turnsed Canberrs into 2 garden city
whoss besuly attrachs many thousands of Australisns ennually 1o
theilr nstional capitsl.

S
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MINISTERS POR TEE ACTIVITIES NOW COVERED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR

External Affairs - st Jenuary 1907 to 14+th November, 1016

Hight Honourable Sir Edmund BARTON, P,C., G.C.M.G., K.C,
(also Prime Minister) - st January 1901 to
24th Beptember 1003
Honourable A, IDBAKIY
{also Prime Minister) - 24th September 1903 o
27th April 1404
Henoursble W.M, EUGHES
27th April 1904 $o 17tk Auvgust 1904
Right Honourable G.E. REID, 2.C., X.C. {later Sir George Reid)
(also Prime Minister) -~ 18%th August 1904 to 5th July 1905
Honourable A, ITEAKIN
(zlso Prime Minister) - 3th July 1905 to 13th November 1508
Honouranle E.L. BATCEELCR
13th November 1908 to 1et July 13809
Honourable L.E. GROOM (later Sir Littleton Groom)
Zrnd June 1909 to 29th April 1910
Honourabple E.L. BATCHELOR
29th April 1910 to 8th Cctober 1911
Honourable J. THOMAS
14th October 1911 to Z4th June 1913
Honourable P. Mcl, GLYNN
24th June 1913 to 17th Sepiember 1974
Honourable J.A. ARTEUR
17th September 1914 tc 9th December 1614
Honourable H. MAEON
14th December 12714 to 14th Wovember 1914

Home Affsirs - ist Jaruvsry 1201 teo 17th Februsry 1917

Honoursble Sir William John LYNE, X.C.M.G.
Tet Jeanuary 1901 to Tth August 1903
Honourabie Bir John FORREST, X.C.M.G.
THh August, 1903 to 24th September, 1903
Honcursble Alfred DEAKIN
{(also Prime Minister and Minis
24th September 1903 to 27th Ap
Honourable E.L. BATCHELOR
27th April 1904 to 17th August 1904
Horourable Dugald TECMPSON
18th August 1904 to 5th July 1905
Horourable L.E. GROCHM (lster Sir Dittleton Groom)
5th July 1905 4o 12%h Coctober 1906
Honourable T.T. EWING
12%h October, 1906 to 24th January 1907
Senator the Honourable J.H. TEATING
24th January 1907 to 13th November 1308
Honourabvle Hugh MAHON
13th November 1908 to 2nd June 1909
Honourable G.W. FULLER
2nd June 1909 fto 29th April 1910
donourable King COTHMALLEY
29th April 1910 to 24th Juns 1913
Horourable Joseph CCOXK (also Frime Minister later Sir Joseph Cook
G.C.M.G.) 24th  June 1913 to 17tk September 1914
Honouravle W.0. ARCHIBALD
17th September 1914 to 27th Octoker 1815
donourable King O'MALLEY
27tn October 1915 t¢ 14th November 1916
Honourable F.W. BAMFORD
14th November 1918 #o 17th February 1917

e

tor For External Affairs) -
ril 1904
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Home and Territories - 17tn February 1917 4o 10th December 19285
Honouralle P, Meld., GLYNW
17th February 19217 to 3rd February 1820
Honourable A. T”ft TON, 0.B.E,

;920 to 218t December 1921
PEARCE, F.C.

4th Fevruary
Senator the Right Honoursble G.F.

George Pearce)
21st December 1627 to 18th June 1926

Senator the Honourable 3ir T.W. GLASGOW, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.0.,
18th dune 1526 to 2rd April 1927

Honourable C.W.C, MARR, D.S.C., M.C., V.D., (lLater Sir Charles Marr

K“C.V.Ou)

Znd April 1927 to 24th February 1928
Eoncurable Sir Newville HOWSE, V.C., K.C.E., K.C.M.G.,
24tk Feboruary 1928 to 9Qt Hovember 1528

ABROTT
7928 to 10th December 1928

Honourable C.1, A,
29%th Novenber

Home Affairs - 10th December 1928 4o 12th April 1932

Ldminletrator of the

October 1026

Honoursble C.L.4. ABBOTT (later
10th December 1628 to 22nd
Honourable A. B;Avﬂuﬂ’
22nd October 1929 1o &th January 1932
Honourable R.A. PARKEILL (later Sir Archdaie Parkhill,

loterior - 12th April 71932 to date

Honoursble R.A. PARKHILL (later Sir Archdsle
12th April ?0 32 to 13th October 1932
Econcurable J.A. RTINS
13th uutober 19““ to 12th Cotober 193
Hoenoursble E.J. HARRISON (ﬁow Sir Eric
12th October ‘9?4 to 9th Hovember
Honourabhle T, PATIERS
Oth November =9J to 29%n November 1937
urabie J. MeEWEN (now Rt. Honcurable P.C.)
29th November 1937 to 26th April 1930
Senator the Honourable H.S. FOLT

L
26th Lyril 1939 $o T7th October 1941

Perkhill,

Mk

1934

Hon

Senator the Honourakle 4.3, COLLINGS
7+th Octoher 1947 to 13th July 1945
Honourable H.V. JOHNSCYH

13th July 194% o 19th December 1949
Right Honourable P.4. VeBRIIE (now Sir ?hilip MeBride,
19th December 194% to 24th October 1950
Honourable 2.J. HARRISON (now Sir Eric Harrison,
24th October 1950 to 1i1th May 1951

Honourable W.5. KENT HUGHES M.V.0., 0.B.E., i
(now Sir Wilfrid Kent {a%iggs 22nd May 1951 to
1956 K.B.E

Honourable Allern FATIRHALL

11th Januvary 1556 to 10%h December 1958
Honourable Gordon FREETH, L.L,B.

10th December 195& o 18th December 13563
Senator Honcurable J.G. GORTON,

18tk December *9’1 to 4th March
Honourabmh Jd.D. ANTHOWY

4th Mareh 1964
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tet January 19071 -
18+%h Novepber 13907

19th Novenber 19017 -
4th November 1906

Home Affairs

et May 1801

171th Mareh 1927

18th March

10th June 1¢

T1th June 1928 -
318t Decenmber 1628

2
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Name

Walter Dgvid BINGLE

David MILLER

Atlee A,

(Colonel David Miller was transferred
1912 to Canberra as Administrator of
ferritory until the abolition of the

HUNT

Decorations

I.8.0.

I1.5.0., V.D.
{(later C.M.G.)

on 28th September,

the Federal

Department of
Mr. W.D, Bingle acted as Secrstary
of the Department over this period)

John Gilbert MceLAREN
(later Sir John)

William James CLENENS
(later Sir Willism)

CLH.G.

M. G
Wedtls \Te

(Appointed Chairman, Public Ssrvice Board 1st January, 1929)

18t January 1929 -
11th April 1932

{ippointed Member War

12tk
221nd

st Moy 1949

April 1932 o
Hovember 1935

Novenher 1935 -

Percival Edgar DEANE

T

Charlies BROWN

Joseph Aloysius CARRCDUS

C‘n}}ﬁs G’e

(Appointed Director of Civil Defence 2nd May 1949)

2nd
Tth May 1963

8th May 1963

May 1949 -

William Alexander MeoLAREH

Richard

(K.C.M.G.
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