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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE 

DEPARTN[ENT' OF THE INTERIOR 

The De-oartment of the Interior is a compositc department -
and has always been since its inception. It carries out Australia
wide functions such as ecticns, meteorology, la:.n.d 3...'1d property as 
well as local or municipal 3...'1d State goverrunent functions in the 
Australian Oapital Territory. Within this diverse group of functions
lies the essence of the Department's role in the administration of 
Oommonwealth government, though other activities have been added or 
deleted as circumstruLces have reQuired from time to time. This paper
is therefore primarily concerned with a sUllllliary of the growth and 
development of the various groups of activities which have shaped the 
character of the Department since federation 3...'1d given ita major 
role in Oommonwealth administration. 

Oreated in 1901 as the Departmcnt of Home lLffairs, 
subsequent developments have reflected the role originally given to 
it as a composite department by the first Prime Minister, Sir Edmund 
Barton. His unpublished private papers, which contain the only 
statement of functio!lS for departments at Federation, allocate the 
following activities to Home JI..ffairs: Elections, Inter-State 
Commission, Federal Oapital, Census and Statistics, Astronomical 
Observations Old Age Pensions, People of Special Races, Acquisi -hon 
of Property (with State Consent), ACQuisition cf Railways (v'v1 th State 
Consent), and Construction of Railways (with State Consent). The 
first Gazette contained a paper on the Works function which said 
"The Public Works Branch was the main core of the Department (Home 
Affairs) 11 but that it yms also responsible for: J'lIanagement of Public 
Service, Astronomy, Oensus and StatistiCS, Elections, Franchise, Lands
]vleteorology, Public Works, Railways; Rivers, Seat of Government, 
Surveys and Representation of the People. It continued, 1111. separate 
Public Works Department was not formed at the inception because 
Commonwealth works activit~es were not sufficiently large to_engage 
one .. Mir ister' B attentionH 

qI 

In 1906, when the functions of the original departments
were first gazetted, the Department of Home Affairs had the following 
acti vi tie$; Jl.cquisi tion of la:.1.ds, Census and Statistics, Electicns, 
Franchise, Interstate Com.mission, Public Service Co:n:nissioner, Rivers,
P·v.blic Work , 3 Railways, Representation of the Peopte, and Seat of 
Government. It sCLo'J.ld ·oe noted that the Astronomy and :.Yleteorology 
fLL"'"lctions mentioned above were not undertaken by the Department of 
Home Affairs until 1912. Res-oonsibilities for astronomical ~"'"ld 
meteorological observations under the Meteorology Lct (1906) were 
carried out by the Postmaster-General's Department until transferred 
to Home Affairs in 1912.~, The Public Service Oommissioner and his 
staff from the Department of Home Affairs went to the newly created 5Prime Minister's Department on 1st July:> 1912. 

When departments were re-organ~sed in 1916, following _ 
Public llccounts Committee ir,vestigations, the original Department 
of Home Affairs was abolished and the related functions of Railways, 
~.ivers and P1;lblic W9rks allocated to the newly created Department of 
~vorks and Rallways. 

1. The Barton Papers held in CO'J1.lllonwealth Archives. 
2. Commonwealth Gazette lJumber 1, 1901, page 4-. 
3. Commonwealth Gazette Number 71 of 15th December, 1906. 
4-. Commonwealth Gazette N"CG'l(!Jer 26 of 13th April, 1912. 
5. Ibid. 
6. Parliamentary Public LCCOLL"'1tS Committee Report Number 350 

of 7th December, 1916. 
7. Oommonwealth Gazette Number 172 of 1916 and Executive Council 

Minute Number 23/1917. 
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2. 

,e remaining functions, together with migration and territorial 
functions fro;]] tne Department of External Affairs which was also 
ab~lished, were gllocatcd to ~he ne\'ily created J)ep,::rtme~t o! Home 
ana Terrltor18s. The functlons taken over from home l""ffalrs were~ 
i~stroncmy, Elections, Franohise, Lands and S-,,_rveys, Meteorology and 
Seat of Govern.."'llent ~ Tr~e fur.:.ctions taken over fro:n External Jl.ffairs 
vvere~ I:rr:unigrat:ion and Emigration 9 Influx of Criminals, Naturalisation 
and Aliens, ? Fishing and Trepang Fisheries in Australian Waters 
beyond Territorial 1imits, People of Races (other than Aboriginals in 
any State) for WhOEl it is deemed YJ.ecessary to make s};lecial laws 1 and 
Territories forming part of the Commonwealth.* 

L restrictive rrigration policy 'Nas adrr:.inistered by the 
Department of Home and Territories from 1918, when the Pasgports 
fV.l1ctio:J. from Prime minister's TIopartmcnt 1.tvas transferred. 
Nat;.;ralisation and inm:igratio," restriction functions were carried out 
1X-'ltil 1945, when -~he Department of Immigration wae formed tc enoourage 
migrati9A from overseas as a result of post-World War II employment 
polioy. v The J)eparoment's territcrial funotion cnoe inoluded 
i.s:bWlore, Cartier, Nauru Bl,d Norfolk Islands, Papua and New Guinea, 
Northern and Central Austre.licc• In 1951, vvhen the Departmerlt of 
Ter:ri tories was created from the earlier Der,artment of External 
Terri tories ~ the remaining Northern Terri tory, Ashmore va.,.ul Cartier 
Isla1'1ds g:l[9crp of furLctions was transferred from the Department or the 
Interior. The present adElinistration of the Australian Capital 
Territory includir"g Jervis Bay, other than the Naval :Base, maintst~ns 
the original territorial function given this Department in 1901. I 

The economic "ooom after World 'i7ar I wrought illBlly changes 
vvhich Vi,rere reflected in departmental activities. FlLnds, now avail
abl~ ~Q, encou:;::-age, prospec~i:1g f9:( precio"Q;J ~etals ~nd min~rals 9 were 
adElnlsoered oy tne Depar-cment. j In the Australum Cap_tal 
'Terri tory the construc'cion of a Solar Observatory at :\!Iount Stroilllo, 
originaltif started in 1910, was oompleted ar,d the War Museum started 
in 1924. 0 The former, renamed Co=orLwealth Observatory in 1945, 
Itlhen the Victoriar. Q.ovorr1.llier .. t closed dov;m its Melbourne O~oservatory ~ 
was tr8o."1sferred to the kiAstrf"5iar. National Dni versi ty as the Mt. 
Stromlo Cbservatory in 1957. The War Museum, rensL1ed the 
Australian War Memorial to commemorate the deeds of Australian service
m8n and WOI:wn in all hostilities, still fo:::'ms a branch of the 
Department. 

* The Gazette notification has beer, accepted although there is some 
doubt abcut this. Memore,Edum 16/10677 from Mr. E. Earl, Aoting 
Secretarv, Public Service C0l11rnission stat es that while the IIeuart
n:ent of Vvorks 81ld Railvvays Vias created j the Department of Home 
8o."1d Territories was not established, nor were the Departments of 
Home Affairs and External Affairs abolished. See Prime Minister's 
file 1918/2866. 

8.. CO:rLl1oYlweal th Gazette rJumner 188 of 21 st December, 1916, page 360. 
9 .. Executive CouEcil :Minute Humte:r 104 of 17th July, 1918, page 1519. 
10.Exeoutive Council Minute Number 27 80.'1-(1 Commonwealth Gazette 

Number 52 of 14th March, 194-7. 
11.Execut:lve Coc:ncil Minute Numbe:c 46 of 2nd July, 1951. 
12. See above, paragraphs 2 and 3. 
13.CoillL1onwealth Gazette Number 19 of 15th March, 1923, page 360. 
14.Publio Service Board Circular Number 2. 
15.Mt. Stromlo Observatory Aot, 1956 and agreement with 

Australian Navional Universi-:;y en Interior file 56/208(96). 
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3. 

In Nover;)oer, 1924, a changed Govern.ment rD.ajority establish
;,d the Federal. Oapi tal Ocmmis~t:0n ~c develop. Oano:rr:.;- and the . 

... s..ustrallan Capl tal 'Terrl tory, '-' IVlany bUlldlngs In vanbe:rra too.ay J 

including the present Par]_iament House, East e,nd West Block, aJ:1(i Hotels 
Acton, AiLslie, Beauchamp, Brassey~ Canberra, GorBflll?Kurrajong 811d 
VVellington, are last:Lng memorials to this OOI:.1TI1ission whic;} was abolish
ed in 1930 @ 17 ~:Iore will be said later about the l)epartrr~8nt t s act-
ivities in the AustraliGXl Capital Territory. Iluring this boom period, 
besides tl18 migratioE s'1d territorial £:'lYlctions rr:.entio!led ab£»v8 y the 
JJepartment t s f'Jllctions also included Actuarial D/latters, Cotton 
Research, Forestry (the Australian Forestry Sehool was established in 
1926 although it was not transferred from Adelaide Unive:c'sity to its 
present 8i tei::'1 Y8.rral-u.rnla 9 Austrglian Ca:;:,i tal ;Terri tory until 
accommodation v'vas ready in 1927 ~ 1 ) ~ Geodesy S'1Q the National Museum 
of Zoology.19 The addition of these diverse activities provides 
farther evidence of composite nature 2nd general role of tr~e 
Department in the sphere of CO!T~monwealth edminit'ltration. It should 
be noted that du.:dr;g the years 1925-32 the Lands and Survey Branch of 
the Department of Hon,e and Territories was t:cansferred to the Depart
:nent of Vlorks ar.:.d Eailvvays .. 20 

. In 1928 the. Department of H02ne and?1erritories was abolished 
ana the :Departrnent of Home l~ffa~lrs rcc:::'eatecL - ~ehus 9 Wh8Il 
Depression economies merged the administration of departments in 1932, 
it was the three Departments of Home Affairs, Vlo:::'ks ex,d RailVla¥~, and 
TrE';nSDort 'lrvhich fOrL'1Gd 'Dresent Denartmex:t of the e:cior ~ - The 
range'" of flU1ctions -fl:en carried out was ~ Alien!s RegistratioYl 9 

Astronomy 9 L.ustralia:::1 TJllar r[emoria1 9 COInTllOnWeal th Li terary Pund~ 
Elections &1.d Fra:-whise, Emigration of OY,ildren and Aboriginals, 
Forestry, Imm.igration, Indentured coloured labour, Meteorology, Natu:c
alisation, Northern Territory, Oil IEvestigatioL .. Eu d prospectil1g y 
PassDorts~ ProsDscti2:1g for speCial r:J.etals j Pearl Shelling a:;.'"1d 'Trepang 
Fisheries in Australian we,ters beyond territorial limits, Seat of 
Governmen-:, Solar O-bserv2,to:cy 9 Cou,:teya::.r1cr, of Members of Parliarilent and 
others, Geodesy (InterEational map of tL :or1.d and 129th meridian), 
Lands and Surveys 5 P!.'operties (a) transforred, (b) acquired &1.d (0) 
rented~ Public Works 8.Y.:,c1 Services 9 co-ordination of Australian 
T:cansport S.8rvi0es, F'ederal Trar,sport C01.mcil, Railways, and War 
Service nome>:]. 

Few maj or fljx1.ctiol1.al changes occurred until after INorld 
ivar II, except fo:c the WET-time trar,sfer of the Bureau of liletGorology 
-So tile Dep'artme:::1t of L.ir e.Yld brief se-pnrations 0:: the Works function .. 
However, iocal ac-ti vi ty in Ce..:'lberra greatly increased, as will be 
apparent by the number of boards and cOITll;!ittees, Llentioned later, 
dealing with the rationing of petrol &'1.0. other fuels, :cubber and 
tyres 9 manpov'ler a..Yld coupor~s? salvage and collection of ffi8..terials Slld 
money, etc. A 8epa:::ate Depart:nent of Works was createc~ for six 
L~onths, fro;:n November 1938 to 1l.p!.'il 1939, when it was abolished23 
to become the Works aLa. Services Bra::.'1ch \-vhose 9..cti vi ties were con
trolled by the sd Worke CouEcil until :945. Another Department 
of Wcrks was created from this Br&'1.ch fer five months, from February 
to June 1945, when it was aboljshed to fo:cm the Denartme::J.t of Works 
and Housing ir" July, 1945. 24 This orgGXlisation 1.asted uc1.til 1952 

Hi. Section 4, Seat of Goverm;!ent (Administration) Ordina'1.ce, 1930-55, 
17. Ibid. 
18. Public Service Board ~t of 1926 and Interior file 64/15. 
19. Executive Oouncil Minute Nu;:nber 8 of 1925 aDd CO~illD.onweal th Gazette 

Number 64 of 30th August, 1925. 
20. COIlLmonwealth Gazette Number 94 of 5th November, 1925, page 1687. 
21. Gazette Numbe:c 139 of 5th Ilecember, 1928, page 3503. 
22 . Executive Cou:GotJ. Minute 35/36 aDd Commonwealth Gazette Hunber 

35 of 14th April, 1932. 
23. Commonwealth Gazette Number 25 of 26th Ap:cil, 1939. 
24. Exeoutive Souncil MinHte Number 27 and Oommonwealth Gazette 

~'< ~lL..... T"um"oe·'" 52 V-'-> A+' 14tlo .... ~., c:.~ .... '"1,,·00''' .ll~ j 1947 Ii 
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4. 

Ydlen, againy it was abolished to separate its basic fUllction.s t** 
Throughout this period of SeI)arstions ~ Works! staff ar-,"d personnel 
activities wers cs.,rried out by tho Department of the I:ntGrior~ 

Mention has previcusly been made of how the migration arld 
territorial functions left Interior whon seDarate :Je~Jartments of 
Immigration and Territories were forned 1946 and 195: :respectively. 
Hovvever J the post-.'NorlCi V!ar II years brought ot!ler functional changes ~ 
lIne War Service HOInes function 9 vvhich had been tra::lsferrsd to t~e 
Departm82:1t vvhe2:1 the War ~5rviCe Henne s Commis~)iol:1er:< IvIr ~ IL C ~ J3rO~\i:''11 
became Secretary i::1 1932 9 left "vi th the V7o.rks .fanotion in 1945 <' 

In 1 ~g6 the De[artrcsnt of Heme Security 'I vvr.:.ich had ... beeT creatod in 
1941 was abolished" 27 SO:Yle of the fur~ctions went to the .. Departmer t 
of Defence; others to tr~e Depart~]ent of Immigration. However, the 
civil defence fULctions formed the present :Jirecterate of Civil 
:JefeLcG~ a bran.ch of Ir.:.terior vlt.ict. includes the Australia...Yi Civil 
Defence Scr"ool at iLount cflacedo", Victoria, 

In 1949, the functior.:.s of 'Flar Service Lands Settlement 
B-1'ld Rural Land Sc]:-,emes, which he,d been with the Department of l'ost
\ "laI' v .. u;::;v.iA.v~ Re'"o'~~Lr"0"'l' o~ .!.J.\.A.!..!..u 'm+l'l tn' c at ...l.J<;.::y T",,,,. UL~l,,_ ar"~eDt Fa' 0"'n'" IVbu.~JV.J.....J...0 ... abe~ U., 'I; ..... \'Te~e +'~~;1° v..L.G.J..D-

ferred to the ])epartrasnt of the Interior with the a~opoir..tment of a 
nevI Secr8tal~y? l[r. \//0 ;'l.e ]VIcL8.ren~ In 1956 9 -silis ~uYlction Vi§2 tra:..v::.s-
ferred to the newly formed Departmcnt of Primary Ind'u,stry. 2~ In 
the SSJlle yes.r the National Mapping function j which had bee::J. with the 
1811ds ?...nd Su:rvey Erarcch, was transferrecI to the :Jepartment cf 
NaticYlal Development. 

I::l 1950 J the NeWS 8..3~ In.for::.t2.tion Bureau Vias este..blished 
as a branch (If the Department" - The Burccl-:! s present acti vi ties 
have grown frorr; 01 'Commcmveal th publicity function' or~ginally 
a1108 ed. to the ?rL~:te ste:::dS Depart:rcL2r.:.t in 1923~j When this 
function ·was t Qver bv the newly forr~eQ :DeuartBent of r,larkets ant 
Trar:.sport in, 1928:, i it VVB"S defined'" as I Trade publicity and advert-
ising in the Ur.:.i ted KingcloEl and overseas '; to ell was added 
'Collection and disse[;Jination of cO;:ll':1orcial a:'ld industrial inf8rm
atioll! vvhen the :Jepartncr.:.t of' '~2rkets replaced the Departr1ent of 
Markets and Transport in 1930. Wi t11 the out'break of war 1939 
theSe rGS01J.r.ces 'were absorb .. ir to 8, n8\vlv created :Department of 
Iniorr.1atio:n whoso :primary fV.2J.ctior... VlEtSg Information relati3g to war 
and War' e8nsori3hip of the press)' broadcs.sting 8X~d cinemas .. j Wher.:. 
this department VIas abo:-ii[1hcd in 1950 ~ the IT e"vVS s;nd InforBation 
Bureau vIas estaol as a br2-nch of ILte:r'ior 9 '?lith the following 
fu.nctions; to l!.l.ake Australia ri~ore 'INidely and favourably knovm 
throughout tho wo:rld, adI2ir.li:3tration of tho N&ti0Eal FilL' Board, 
productioE of infor!21at i 0:1. and p"J,blici ty material on inportant 
matters of national interest en the request of Min~ffters, and the 
supply of inforr"ation fJervices for overseas posts. ' 

** See other historical sl1:trHIlaries f{)I' further ir!..forIEation on 
Department of Wo:rks~ 

25~ il'1:he reason for this '.vas cioubtless th2~t Mro IL C~ Brown "vas at 
the time V'far S8::::,vicG H0r:16S COIYl..missior .. er ll ~ See Prime J,1inister's 
Depart:neEt fEe A.6/1/1 of 11th Au,gust, 1936. 

26. CommoEweal th Gazette I-TuI1ber 125 of 26th June 9 1941 ~ 
27. Executive Counc~U Minutes 7 aEd 65 8,;.1.1 C8::r.;:rronweal th Gazette 

Nu.mber 239 of 1946" 
28. Co=onwealth Gasette l'h;.Eber 53 of 12th January, 1956. 
29. Executive CouY'.Lcil Mi:::1ute Hillrlber 29 and CorDlnonweal th Gazette 

NUffiber 15 of 17th Karch, ;950. 
30. Commol'lweal Gazette Humber 19 of 15th I~arch, 1923. 
31 . CCl;]Jl1onweal th Gazette Nunber 129 cf 15th December, 1928. 
32. Executive ,JcHJ.l:cil i:!Iinute Hunber 16 of 1930& 
33. Exocutive C()uncil IVIinu-tes Numbers 83 9 123 J 167 and COlIllYlonw8e.lth 

Gazette NunbG::' 153 Jf 30th UovcDber 1939. 
34. Executi ve 0ounciJ_ lVI~,nl:Lt8 N'lmber 29 a:(ld Cc;:nmonweal th Gazette 

HUIn.ber 15 of 'i I March -'i9~()~ 
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5. 

In 1950 the Commonwealth Railways, which had functioned 
under the direction of the Minister for the Interior since 1932 , 35 
was transferred to the Department of Fuel, Shipping and Transport. 
The following year, Interior's administration of the Commonwealth 
Shipping Act, which began in 1936, wa'36transferred to the 
Department of Shipping and Transport. 

As men·tioned above, the Movnt Stromlo Observatory was 
transferred to the Australian National University in 1957. 
However, a part of this brarwh remained. The ionospheric 
Prediction Service, which had its origins in the Radio Research 
Unit of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (now 
?ommo37ealth Scie2:1.tific and Industrial Reeearch Org~$isat~on) in 
1942, was transferred to the Observatory In 1947. vvnen 
the latter left the Department, the Ionospheric Predicticn Service 
remained as part of tl:e Administration Branch. r'emained with 
this branch unt 1963 when a major re-organisation of the 39 
Department's tcp structure established it as a separate branch. 

In 1964 '~he Forestry and ~'imber Bureau, which had 
been established 1924 to assist Australian timber industry, 
was transferred to the Department of National Development. 
This transfer appropriately allocated the Bureau's research 
function to a ccmparatively new department whose primary responsi
bility is tc develop Australia's natural resources. However, 
when the Bureau left, the Australian Capital Terri tory ]'orestry 
~ection remai'2:od in the Department ~ It was transferred to the 
.Lands Brarwh .. 

The most recent statement of the Department of the 
Interior I s fll-l1otions consistent VIi th the role of a composite 
department in Commonwealth administration set by the first Prime 
;IIinister in 1901. The fu:.'l.ctions are: Administration of "he 
Australian Capital 'l'erritory and Jervis Bay 'Territory, Acquisition 
and leasing of land and property for Commonwealth purposes, 
N:anagement of Commonwealth property. Meteorology, Ionospheric 
Pr~dict~on Se:r:v~c?, . Civil Defence, Parliamen~cary electi\"ilfs and 
reI erenClums, rubllCI ty and InformatIon, and {far Graves. ' 

£unctional Organisation 

The Department is primarily organised by function to 
carry out its diverse activities, with some branches further 
s·Cl.bdi v:cded by regicn tc provide COIlL1l0n services throughout the 
Commonwealth. Thus tLo primary organisation comprises eight 
specialised branches and two divisions which include a further 
eleve2:1. braGches, viz. -

Divisions £J2,ecialised Branches 

Australian Capital Territory Bureau of fleteorology 
Services Divisicn 

Facilities Branch News & Informatio~ Bureau 

Housing Branch Electoral Branch 

Lands & Policy Division Survey Bra..'1ch 

LaIlds Branch Ionospheric Prediction Service 

35. Ibid. 
36. 'COlhmcnw8al th Gazette NUc1lber 46 of 2nd July, 1951. 
37. See Ir,terior file 63/1017. 
38. Executive Council Minute K=ber 14 of 20th March, 1947. 
39. Public Service Board memorandum 63/3480 of 30th October, 1963 

on G64/661 (64). 
40. Executiye Council Minute No. 26 of 25th May, 1964 and 

Public Service Board memorandum 63/24.61 (81) of 22nd April, 
1964 on Interior file G64/42. See also file G64j15. 

41. COJlJlonwe"~l-';h Gazette NUcliDeI' 8 of 21st Ja"luary, 1965. 
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Specialised :Branches 

Planning, Establishments AustraliaYl Yvar Memorial 
and Finance Bra.nch 

Property Branches - War History 
6 States plus Australian 
Capital Territory Civil Defence 

Departmental officers are located throughout Australia, nearby 
island and Antarctic weather stations, and at diplomatic missions 
overseas. 

Matters dealt with by the Branches are -

;.B2!:h£i1ities Branch 

Responsible for education, welfare and fire protection 
in the Australian Capital Territory (in collaboration with Hew 
South Wales aClthDroties), rates and water chargeS, public transport, 
traffic problems, driving liCenCeS, motor vehicle and other 
registrations, Lake Burley Griffin, tourism, publio halls, swimming 
pools and other cOJrJTIUlci ty services, ']'he Australian Capital 
Territory Police ForCe is attached for administrative purposes, 

Housing Branch 

Responsible for management and control of G:wernment
owned hov~se8 & i'latEv:lJ:1 Canberra and. the sale of goverrilllent houses. 
Administers fair-renting in the Australian Capital Territory, the 
Commissioner for Housing Loan Scheme and the provision of funds 
for co-operative building societies. 

];:ands Branch 

Responsiblo for general land administration in the 
Australian Capital Territory including agriculture and stock, 
forest plantations, SUPervision of non-governmental building, city 
and rural. leases, spectal leases for churches a:::1d olubs ~ parks 
an.d gardens 9 ar.cd plan print ing .. 

flanning, Esta.:blishmerrts and ~,wce Branch 

Responsible for special investj_gations and forv7ard 
pla2:12:1ing for departmental activities, salaried and iLdv,strial 
personnel, allowex1.ces, leave &1J.d other conditions of service j 

establishment proposals, organisation and methods investigation, 
staf'f training and development, internal audit, estimates, 
accoilllting and fina:'1cial control, compensation, security, travel 
and other facili tL"s for ]v,embers of Parliament. 

Property Branches - 6 St,?tes plu§....Australian Capital ~r:eq:i tQ.;L'l 

Responsible for \;he acqv"isition, leasing, management 
and disposal of lar~d and property for Coramollweal th purposes .. 
The Australian Capital Territory Branch is also responsible for 
co-ordinating policy and controlling the overall acC).uisition, 
repairs, maintenance 2.Ed works prograt'lmes. 

~eau of MeteorQ.d,og:y: 

Provides meteorological servioes in Australia for the 
general public and for SPecial needs bJ" civil a\'iation, defenCe 
services:> shipping 9 farming ~ engineering ~ co:nmerce and science. 
ISSUeS forecasts for gales,; sQualls 9 cyclones, rough seas, floods!, 
heatwaves, bush fire dangers, frosts, hail and aviation hazards. 
Conducts research and liaison wtth overseas orga.Ylisations for the 
advancement of the science of meteorology. 
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News aniLInformation Bureau 

Makes Australia more favourably and widely known to 
the rest of the 'iNorld.. Produces factu2.,l information, fil~8 and 
publicity material on topics of national impcrtancc for disseminatio
at home and abrcad. Provides Commonwealth departments and 
instrumentalities with a co=on service agency for film, literary, 
photographic and artwork publicity. Maiy;tains offices in London 
and New York? and has press attaches \vi th diplomatic and trade 
corrilllissioner posts overseas ~ 

sters the Co=onweal th electoral and referendv.m 
laws. Responsibilities include keeping electoral rolls and 
habitation records up to date, divisional coundaries and re
distri butior. reviews, polling facilities, and ccopulsory enrolment 
and voting provisions. Conducts Parliamentary elections and 
referendums 8lecti.ons for the Australian Capital Territory 
Advisory ~ouncil and Hospital Board, the Northern Territory 
Legi.slati ve COTI...'1cil ~ ar:d misc811aneo~ls elections for the 
Superannuation Board, Divisional Representatives, Apple and Pear 
Board, etc. Conducts Union Ballots arranged by the Industrial 
Registrar. 

Survey_Branch 

Responsible for lan.d~ engineering and topographical 
surveys for Co=onwealth purposes, iEchtding sub-divisions of 
Canberra and the Australian Capital ':i:erritcry, State Property 
Bran.ch rcquirements, navigaticnal aids for civil aviation, 
levelling =d detail surveys for national development, and 
ihstrumentation re~uireBents for scientific research~ 

IonosDheric Predictior, Service 

Forecasts maximum usal)le frequencies for .short wave 
radio transmissi.on. based on observations of ionosDheric and 
re1ated solar and geophysical phel'~oIQe:rra. Issues viarnings on 
conditions likely to interrupt radio trar;smission. Publishes 
bulletins and tableS of predictions. 

Australian War Memorial 

Provides a unique setting to commemorf.cte the sacrifices 
and illustrate the deeds of Australian men and Vlcmen who have 
served their coun.try during wars ~ Dlsplays dioramas, souvenirs, 
paintings, sculptures and other relics from the Sudan War to 
Malaya. Maintains records of military history and science, 
including war diaries, :r.laps and films? etc.. OveTall management 
is vested iL a Board of Trustees. 

War Historv 
" 

Organi,ses the production of the Official War Hi,story 
of Australia in the Sccond World War, 1939-45. The History 
consists of twenty-two volumes ane. a concise volume, only three 
of which have not bee!1 published. 

Ci viI Defence 

Responsible for COITJllomvealth progrruTLlEe to meeo defence 
emergencies affecting the civilian population. Prcduces publi
cations on the effects cf "v.clear and other weapons for public 
education~ Provides variOlis items of st&"1.a.ard equipment for 
State authorities. Cone.uets the Australian Civil Defence School 
for men:bers of Civil Defence units" Develops and implements 
plans for Commonwealth territori88 c:t,:nd special areas. 

. 

n 
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As mentioned above, many boards and co=ittees have 
oeeE formed from time cO time. 1iv1J.ilst it is not exhaustive, 
the following list gives SOlLe indication of the diverse range 
of department &.1 acti vi :;ie8 ~--

42 Commonwealth Literary Fund, 1916,- 1939 3 4 Board o:f Higher Forestry Education, 1926 _ 1964
Board of Ivlal1:~gement of Australian 'Nar Memorial, 1926 -
still meets 45 
National !\'lemorials COIlimi ttee, 1927 - still meets 46 
Ca'1berra '-Inivers:Lty College Council, 1929 -47960 
A.C.T. Advisory Cour,cil, 1930 - still !!leets . 48 
Canberra Public Cemetery Trustees, 1935 - stillAgeets 
A.C.T, Apprer::ticeship Board, 1936 - still Beets 7

50 Commor~wealth Oil Adviscry COIrllilittee, 1937 - 1939 51 ConSUltative COBmittee for Parks and Garde!ls, 1938 - 1951
National CaE(~tal Planning and Development Committee, 
1938 - 1957~' , 
A~C~T," 5j Bush F'ire COD .. nci1 q 1939 - still rneets
Advisory Board - COl~'1lj4r,weall:;h Solar Observatory, Mount 
Strcmlo, 1940 - 1957 h5 
• r< 'T ~ 1" '" Ott A~Vb~;::;avagGvOrmnl,ee9 ':J: 1~41 -14 "9'7) h;r'" 

Defence Control C&llouflage Commi tE7e, 1941 - 1945/ 0 

A:J..lied WOJ::'ks CJuncil, 19·t2 - 1945 58 
Bulk Oil Protectiorl Advisory Co=i ttee, 1942 - 1945 r 
Ca'1berra ]';ursery 8cl:1001 Advisory Committeg_'" 1943 - 1946::;9 
[, ..n.. C co *.L 0 ..... c:~ -p..,tr" -L V _ ~tl C - <.,,, .. LL~l. "'''n_~s 

.J...) 
-Poa-

"'-
"'d ~ 1 

...../ 
Q4;; _ 

-
195? v C -1 

Australj.aE Battlefields Memorials Co=i ttee, 1945 521956° I 

AustraliaE.Hat:i.ona~ Eil,? Board,.1945 -~still lLe~tg3 
Canberra Flrewood Suppll8s Comml ttee, 1945 '" 19::;0 
Canberra Milk Sapply COITllilittee, 194~r- 1954°4 
Ice Supplies. COllli?:i.ttee! 1945 - 1950 ::; 66 
Recreatlon :E'aollltles comrnlttee, 1945 - 1950 67 
Standillg COlill'~i ttee orl Development of Darwin, ,,~945 - 1949 
Wet Garbage Disposals Comrnittec~ 1945 - 19aOO 
A.C,T. Development Co=itt8e, 1946 _ 1953 J 

Oanberra Ihl;&'Rery School and Pre-School Advisory COl1TIl1i ttee, 
1946 - 1951 1v 

42. -Records with Departments of ExterEal Affairs 1908-16; 
Home and Territories 1917-28, Home Affairs 1928-32, 
Interior 1932-·39, Prime MiLister's after separatior. of 
External Affairs in 1935. See file 39/1930 

435 Interior file 60/724 (F'orestry School trmc.sferred to A.N. U. ) 
44. Interior file 63/1150 
45. Interior 62/527 
46. Interior file 59/908 (University College replaced by School 

of General Studies, A.N.U.) 
47. Interior file 63/1929 
48. Interior file 63/964 
49~ Interior e 64/2091 
50. CO:rJ2llo!l\veal-sh Arch:' ves Accession .No 0 e::2 887 
51~ Interior file 51/572 
52. Interior file 64/1511 Replaced oy Naticnal Capital Planning 

Committee 'Llr~der E.C.D.C. Act 
53. IEterior 63/802 and 64/1323 
54. Interior file 55/269 (transferred from Interior) 
55. Interior file 45/146 
::)0 r~ • Records 'Ni th Civil Defence Directorate 
57. Records transferred to Department of Works 
58. Records transferred t 0 Departmer~t of National Development 
59. Interior file 59/632 a..'1d 46/388 
60. Interior file 55/509 and 44/1981 
61. Interio:r- file 59/1315 62, Cabinet AgenduIIl No. 834 of 26th 
63. Interior 52/145 April, 1945 
6'L Inte:c:ior file 56/1 936 65. Ir.terior file 45/2118 
66. Interior £::le itS/160? 67~ Records at Department of Territories 
68. Interi.or LIe 56/1310 69. Interior file 61/67 
70 ~ In-cEY'lor ' 59/576 
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90 
J.: __ 'J.':' '''I'11a~CI'al -..!..,.j'j"UV-L\:::::l f''':;''TT';'-''or", '"'~rrll0.·l-L8e ~vv,"j·{'1\.JI.J, to .Im-~.L~- -y\prl'pl ~-V/;.."(' -~-'-GrnVf~S 

Commission. 1946 -'1956 ' 
General Pill~llGses Co:::o.mi ttee to Imperial 'Nar Graves COl11.'Tlission, 
1946 - 1956,2: 
l~atioYlal WIapping Council, 1946 - 1956 73 '4 

7 Sta'lding Co=,i ctee on Developillenc of Ccurlderc:a, 1946 _ 1957
Traffic Advisory Committee, 1946 - 1954 ? 6 

7 Zoological Parks and Reserves Oommittee, 1946 - 1952 7 
DepartQ:mtal Dis posals ane, Condemning Board'1'81947 - 1956 7 
Department ':render Board 9 1947 - still meets' ~ 7j 
Jervis Bay Develepment Oommittee, 1947 - 1951 80 
A, C, T. Agricultural .Ad.visoc:y Ccmmitte~, 1948 -81952 
A,C,T', Eoad Safety OouncIl, 1948 - stIll n:eets 82 
A~C"T~ Soil Conservation o 01L.YlCil, 1948 - still meets,,", 
,... D epar t ']' ~, 1 9 '8 11 , Gn'0S c· S t l ' I?'::8l:S j ,C me,n~~;L. 1~? ";OmlTll·vte~" Lf- -, ,84-
iJommonweal. -ell Cl vll Defence COl'DIlll ttee 9 ') 948 - stll.l mee-cs ' 
Rel?ional Cl~5atological Consul tati ve Committees, 1950 -
stlll TIee"t;s _ _ _" . . ~ , . 86 
Ca.'1berra Pr8-Scnool. ll.dvIsory CommIttee, ,951 - stIll meets87 Canberra Tourist Bureau Advisory Board, 1952 - still meets88 Canberra 'l'eohnical Education Committee, 1956 - sti~9 msets 
Corroboree Park Youth Centre Council, 1956 - 1958 
Committee for Cultural Devel§&ment in the Australian Capital 
Territory, 1948 - still meets 
']1hird PartYotnsnranoe Premiums Advisory Oommittee, 1956 -
still rnnets J 

These notes are not intended to cover all the admInI
strative activities oa:,:,ried out over the yea:':'s by the Department 
in t:b,e 11.0C~~~ l'Tor is it intended that they ShO-t..lld trace the 
grow-t!h an§2dev.::~opmerrt cf C,:.nberr~~ wl~ich has, ?e8n recorded 
elsewhere. in ther erupt woulCl go beyond cDe sc ope at present 
possible. Ths ention is rather to suppltm18nt the preoeding 
account of the Department i s functions by traci:r1g its association 
vvith Can~'Jerra and recording some of its ±~un.cticns in the Territory, 
expecially those wLich are no longer in the Cormnonweal th Service. 

First TIe"tail Surveys 

,'".s mentioned above in the first paragraphs of this 
paper 1 the ]'ederal Capj_t a1 frerri tory fUc'1.ction vvas allocated to 
the 3~me Affa~r_~ pcrtfoli? in 1901 - b(3fo~e !he R93a was transferred 
from }Jew Sontn Vvales to t!:1e Common'0iealtn In 1909. '::'he 
Department 1 s association with the planning an.d development of 
Canberra as the national oapital also dates from the earliest 
periode It was the late ~vIr~ C "R. ;3cri vener ,. subsequerktly Di:rector 

71 , Interior file 46/2104 
72. Interior file 49/11 1 6 
73. Interior file GL (43 (noVi with Dept. of Nat. Dev.) 
74. Interior file 49/125 
75, Interior file 43/665, (previously knOV\lll as Visibility Committee, 

March 1935 - July 1946) 
76. Interior fHe 62/191 
77. I:"t erior fHe 39/2710 
78. Interior fHe 50/3239 and 64/1946 
79. Interior fHe 46/997 and 60/1004 
80. Interior 56/1634 
81. Interior file 63/1491 
82. Interior file 49/2546 
83 .. Interior file 50/1398 
84. CivH DefsEoe file 63/31 (Reconstitutod in 1962 as Commonwealth 

and States Civil Defence Committee) 
85. Interior fHe 53/1754 
86. Int erior fj,le PHO/C 5 
87. Interior file 63/5 7 8 
88. Ir,terior fHe 61/1297 
89. Interior file 61/2141 
90 .. Inte or file 59/172 
91. Interior "~i::'2 ::'9/1',02 (oreviousl,· knovvn as Insv.rance (Third 

Party) C~aiLl>3 Committce-- =ormed<J1947)~ 92~ See JlThe Long 
Viev/1 .i:'C ~::;nc; 8 i,;:;:, HCD,~':. Y.'c:t" edited by N .. '~H.L~L tc:; 1 
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of Lands a"ld Surveys, who conducted cne surveys wh1ch prov1ded 
he f1rst detailed map of the Canberra area. Th1s prov1ded 

Ghe bas1c 1nfcrmasicn for the world-Vi1de competit10n for a des1gn 
of the natior.:.al capital vvhich was won by the Chicago arohitect 
Mr. Walter Burley Griffin on 23rd I'[;ay, 1912. 

£""ickillorks 

The brickvvorks f"vlYlction in Can.berra has been associated 
w1 th the Departmen~; since the scheme to produce brioks locally 
was conceived 1n 1912. During the per10d 1913-16 H was wHh 
ohe Works Branch of the Deoartl'lent of HorEe Affairs when Ca'1berra' s 
development was under an Administrator responsible -to the lv1inis-se~ 
of HOlLe Affairs, King O'Malley. Because tne position of 
Administrator was unpaid, the appointee, Colonel Miller, reoained 
his position as Secretary of Department of Home Affairs 1n 
Melbourne whilst undertaking the full-time responsibility of 
Administrator in Ca'1berra, from August 1912 unt1l 1916, when he 
relir2.Q.uished hi,s fcrner :908i tion ~ 

After thE) reorganisation of CCE'Jllonweal th departments 
in 1916, the brickv'>Torks function \vas placed with the .tl6wly formed 
Department of Works and Railways '!mtil late 1924, whe:'l the Federal 
Capital Com.mission. tack oVer the fl:mction~ DuriLg this time, 
due to manufacturing difficulo s, the production of llricks was 
stopped for some years and resluned again 1n 1921. '1'0 overcome 
trarJ..sport difficulties to the majc~ constr"'J.ctional sites, a 
trainline was laid 1n 1924 from the Canberra Brickworks in 
Yarralumla to the 11ne from QueanbeYfL"l, meeting at K1ngston and 
extend1ng ever Molonglc ver to C1vic Centre. 1'1"-is con-
s1derably speeded up the completion of Parliament House, East 
mId West Blocks, the Power House and hotels Acton, A1nsl1e, 
3eaUchamp,Brassey, Canberra 9 Gorman, Kurrajong and Wellington. 
The line Vi8,S later removed vyhen the schome to ext the 1 to 
Yass was discontinued. 

Wnen the Comr:lission was abolisJ:1ed i:"::1 1930 the 
adm1n1stration of the orickworks reverted to Department of 
WorkS and Railways l.m.t 1932 when 1t was placed under Interior's 
Horks a:c.d ServiCeS Branch; where it rOJlained lli'1til the ~vvorks 
.f1JLction wa.s .formed into e.. separate JJepartillent in 1938. There-
a::ter ] it remai~ed with 'Harks until 1952, VineE it was attached 
to the IJepa:::tIL.8nt 1 s Administration :Branch illltil it ~became a 
~?vernmen\'-9v\'Iled ~ompany named the ~ Cogtr0nweal th Brickv:or~s 
\, v8...11berra) ..LJlY.t1l ted on 1 st July ~ 1900 ~ TIlrectors 01 tne 
Oomp&'1Y are responsi,ble to Parliament t:2roug?3. thE: Minister for 
the Interior Q 

ElectricH:y: 

The A. C. L Eleotrioi ty Aut~l.ori ty, like the Br1ckworks, 
has had a si::.nile..r continuous c::.ssociation with Canberra's 
ad:n1nistration. Following a re]lort by MI'. ]', W. Clements of thc 
rlelbourne Elect S[;~pY'l:v Company (later, Chairman of the ctrici ty 
So~ission of Vic~o:ia) -v'lhi?h out~_in§g <:_ co~prehensive scheme for 
varJ.oerraJs elec-crlc~l.·ty requlremen"ts, "the :o',v8r House vITas 
constructed by the 'iforks Branch of the :Departme.c.t of HOEle Affairs 
between 1912-15.. Steam-generated electricity provided for 
requ1reme.c.ts unt11September 1929, when Ca!:lberra and QueanboyaIl 
were connocted to the EiJ_rr1njuck Hydro-Electric Pcvlor Stat10n by 
some 78 m11es of 66,000 volt l1ne; leaving the eam plant only 
for emergencies and system requ1rements prior to s abandomllent 
in 1959-60.. The original BurriD.juck sy,stem was later incorporated 
w1 th the State-wide lTc,w South Wales interconneeted system. 

94. Interior file 61/1708 
95. HOlCl8 Affa1rs f11e "Power Plant F'ederal Capital" arch1ves 

referenciC 22·33/1911 
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Canberra! s electricity is novIT s-:.1:pplied by three 66 9000 volt lines 
nd a major sub-station at Queanbeyane Stancfay (di.ese=-.) 

c£snerating plant of 4,000 k"w~ capacd.ty was purchased frcm the 
.w ....... !_ v_ "leAtl"l'Al't·,-:; Uu,-L~_vD_,v_ CA~.,"e~~j~Y'l v -p __ .tv~ l\1'~", j.J v~ ,;,.\. "o,·t'" ,v _Cu 11Ta:~~ ___ en 10;; '-' 6" 8 

HistoricallY9 the Electric:.ty Authority has followed 
a similar aCiministrative pattern to the Brickworks. It was 
attached to the Works fDIlction in Oarlberra Ullt recently; 
i.e. under Home Affairs (pre-1916), YVor~s ar,d EaE.ways (1916-24), 
3Jngi.neer IS ::Jepart:nen'v (of the Federal Capital C01fu'Uission lJ..nt 
1930), Works and Eailways (1930-32), ana. the Works a;"d Service" 
Branch (1932-38), 1939-45) lh'1t a separate Department of Norks 
was created c J. .. ft8r Vvor=-.d War II ~ the Canberra ctric Supply 
forl2led part o£ the Wor~s function w2til 12th October, 1953, 'l1hen 
i v \lvas attache d to Interior I s Administration 3ranch" Since 
1953, Oanberra's population has grown £rom 28,800 to an estimated 
.32,000 at December, 1964. To meet sase and the expected 
rate of growth of the Nation's Capital, output has increased 
from 12,400 k.w. to 68,150 k.w. with energy purchases of 2113 
million k.V!. hours. Staff now n=ber 75 L'Iale and 24 fel2lale 
salarted. offiCers .. ar: d 252 avvard emp:'oyees ~ Revenue from sales 
reached £2,149,000 for 1964. It is the sixth largest lh'1der-
taking of its kind in New South Wales - and demand is at present 
being dcubled ev"r'y five years. 

Reflecting the growth auI status of this important 
activity in --che Austrsliar: Capi-cal Territory~ what was once the 
E~lect::rici ty Sectio2:l of the Depa::::tmsnt! s _~_d~1inistrat~,-on 3r&"lch 
VIa2 eQ'tablished as the ./LC~~o Els:::tricity .t1.utho:rity on 1st July 90 5 

1963. Since t~as functioned under the control of a 
statutory B02"rd of tl1.re8 lliem1Jers who are I.'eSponsiblo to }?arliansnt 
through the IVlinis::;er for the I:>1"t!srior" 

Educatiol1 

Public Pre-school, primary, secondary andi:echr.ical 
educa';;ion is adrr.iniscered by the Department' e Education Sect , 
J?acilities Branch, A~C~TQ Servj_ces Division" But the provision 
of fac iss varies so::newtat fro12 the original agreement with 
Hew Scuth 'Hales G Originally 9 New South W"ales depa:r't:Jlents were 
to o~ild 9 equ:Lp and. s-tazf public schools for prtmary, secondary 
and c8chr"ical. education; ";he expenditure being reimbursed annually 
by the CommonvlGal t~~ However a precedent, since followed j was 
set in 1923 when a large central school at Telopsa Park was built 
by the Depart::nent to best utiliso the aV2.ilable equip;nent, stores 
and staff. Children wo-c:cld travel to and frorr. school by special 
bus - 8" service still provided by the Department's Transport 
SectionG Since this first central school was built, ~o replace 
the on.e-roo::n s8hools usual to sTIall communities throughout 
Australia even today, the Co=onwealth has built 21 Primary Schools 
attended by 9,645 pupils, 7 Secondary Schools attended by 3,997 
.1..1 Y'U"""r -..! .. ils .Q"hd," ;::.1 cw..L '--" -v ,.J.U.i. '-' _ rrCC~""'Vll',~a; V --'-'0"'" (IOllpO'P V~J._ 0<;;:: Hr1r,oo?"', w !::::l' c: z~ _ .............. VI.;;) i-!1n-l~C d."':1 l'-;-c lJ...I... 10 __ "Y"""'eoe·~t 

maximum. e.t:..rol:ment of app:roximately 3? 400 students e J ( 

Pre-school facilit s, wholly administered and staffed 
by the Depar'tment's Education Section, have grown from a single 
:Hv,rsery School (1943-1949) to 30 Pre-School Centres .for over 
? _,v \... °0'1 ..... r>~"'l' 1 1.1.....L..l.. d~en'1 .J..J.1 i ~.L. .... '-' "'r>l·l).dl' .l ... 'V'::r O ..... .0'" .L.. Occa· '-' "l' ,..,.,.:.J. "-"a" ") ...... ·L Ca~e V ':'J..'-'_,-, r<eY17'~".':::J .1. -'"~ ne:::<¥' tn' 0 _L 

main shopping area at the Civic Cer;tre. Much credit is due to 
-tl1e ;:VlothsI.'craft Society 8.Ed other int8rest-gro-:.1"Os for ir part 
in establishing these ~chools for children from· 3 to 5 years. 
The continued interest and support of mothers and ot~,er co=uni ty 
groups re:nain vi ts..l to the Sllccess of these schools as tl1ey were 
conceived~ tc meet the local rE;Q.,uiremer::.ts of CaEberra residential 
areas~ 

96. Interior file 63/ 4S7 
97. See "Educatior, Director, 1965" for schools and file 63/1017 

for en::ol:::nents to August 9 1964 ~ 
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13. 

During this period the Department was responsible for hotels 
.iC'tOn; BrasseY:1 Eavelock 9 Kurraj ong and Lawley 9 Eilld hostels 
Gorman, Mnlwala, II arellan and Re id . At about this 1; the newly 
created Nation.al Capital Development Commission took over re-
sponsibilities for the pI arming of government honsing. But the 
Department's Housing Branoh still allocates homes and flats for 
Hmtal, and arranges loans for tenants to purchase tho hOllies they 
rent from the governlrlent" 

Stnes 1950 9 the C .. 'r .. Police Force has been attached 
to the Department for administration purposes. Originally a 
detachment of the ?Jew South Wales Police, the strength of the 
station grew from a single Constable to a Sergeant and four 
Constables when it was first taken over by the COIr.lIllonwealth in 
1927 as the Pederal Territory ce. It was attached to 
Attorney-General's Departnent :,n 1930, when the Federal Capital 
Cor:ill1ission was abolished, until its transfer to the Department 
of the Interior ill 1950~ Reflecting the growth of Canberrats 
population and the increase of traffic and other problems, the 
AtCaT~ Polioe Force has grown to its present strength of 148 
polioemen and 4 policewomen, organised into three Br811ches Cl.llder 
the control of a COITiffiissioner; together with 17 c18rical and other 
staff. 

Others 

Besides the acti\ritiss mention1:9d? there are nany others 
whi.ch liYLk this Depart:nent 1D Cariberra' s growth and development, 
through periods of rapid progress and ir:..tcrminable delays caUSed 
by a lack of funds or other shortages brought about by depression 
or war. 'The section of this paper on the functions of the A. C. 'J'. 
Services Division and the Lands and ?olicy Division give some 
indicaticn of the Department t s responsibili'~ies for administering 

.. 2.'c d developing the natior~al capital and the Austr:ilian Capital 
Territory. Hot the least important of all the many links that 
of the Parks and Gardens Sectiorc.. Careful plannirc.g and consta.'1t 
attention over the years has turned Canberra into a garden city 
vrhos8 beauty attracts :ilany thousands of Australia.l1s annv.ally to 
the national CaI)ital~ 
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MINISTERS FOR ~I'HE ACTIVITIES NOW OOVERED 

BY THE DEPARTlvlENT OF' THE INTERIOR 
-----

Right Hoywurable Sir EdElUnd BARTON, P.C., G.O.IVI.G., ICC. 
(also Prime Minister) - 1st January 1901 to 
24th September 1903 

Honourable A. DEAKIN 
(also Prime ~;linister) - 24th Septelliber 1903 to 
27th April 1904 

Honourable VLM~ HUGHES 
27th April 1904 to 17th August 1904. 

Right Honourable G.H. REID, P.C., K.C. (later Sir George Reid) 
(also Prillie liIinister) - 18th August 1904 to 5th July 1905 

Honourable A. DEAKIN 
(aleo Prime Minister) - 5tll July 1905 to 13th Novelliber 1908 

Honourable B.L. BATCb~LOR 
13th November 1908 to 1st July 1909 

Honourable L.E. GROOM (later Sir Littleton Groom) 
2;:ld June 1909 to 29th April 1910 

Bonourab1e E. L BATCBELOR 
29th April 1910 to 8th October 1911 

Honourable J. THOMAS 
14th October 1911 to 24.th ,June 1913 

Honourable Po .Nlc3/t G l~ YIlTN 
24th June 1913 to 17th September 1914 

Honourable J.A. ARTHUR 
17th September 1914 to 9th December 1914 

Honourable H. rlIAEON 
14th December 1914 to 14th ~'!ovember 1916 

Home Affairs - 1st Jar;.u~ry 1901 to 17th FebruarL12.11 

Honourable Sir W:1J..iam JObIl , LC.M.G. 
1st January 1901 to 7tll August 1903 

Honourable Sir John FOR:lEST, K.C.ILG. 
7th August, 1903 to 24th September, 1903 

Honourable Alfred DEA-renT 
(also Prime ~!Iinister and I\~inister for External AIIalrs) -
24th September 1903 to 27th April 1904 

Honourable E .. L~ BAs.:CHELOR 
27th April 1904 to 17th August 1904 

Honourable Dugald THOMPSON 
18th August 1904 to 5th J-,;.ly 1905 

3:onourable L.E. GROOM (later Sir Li ttleto,l Groom) 
5th July 1905 to 12th October 1906 

Honourable T'. 'L EWING 
12th October, 1906 to 24th January 1907 

Senatcr the Honourable J.H. XEATTNG 
24th January 1907 t:J 13th November 1908 

Honourable Hugh WiAHON 
13th '~ovember 1908 to 2Yld JUYle 1909 

!{onourable G.W. FULLER 
2nd JUD.e 1909 to 29th April 1910 

Honourable King 0 I TvLALLEY 
29th April 1910 to 24th June 1913 

Honourable Joseph COOK (alSO :Prime Minister later Sir Joseph Cook 
G.C.lvLG.) 24th hme 1913 to 17th September 1914 

Honourable W,O. ARCH:::BALD 
17th September 1914 to 27tb. October 1915 

;Ionourable King 0' MALLEY 
27th October 1915 tc 14th November 1916 

Honourable F. W. Blll\,I]'ORD 
14th November 1916 to 17th ]'ebruary 1917 
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30me "nd Terr:iJories - 17th February 1917 to 10th December 1928 

Honouratle P. McM. GLYNN 
17th February 1917 to 3rd February 1920 

.. , E onoura· bl e ... II 1_1.0 ..!'::v ,'Ij":'" '"'0'{ITC10H 0 B ~ _u~ ~ QJ:!., .. 

4th Febru,ary 1920 to 21st December 1921 
Senator the Hight 30nourable G.F. PEARCE, P.C. (later Sir 

George Pearce) 
21 st December '1921 to 18th June 1926 

S " 8Eavor \; e "h" tlOllou:ca b" -Le 0 ' 0lr '" F .l:"IV~ G T I -J..J.J .. SG 0W -vii, A¢ .. "C ~ lL n j" ~ D q" 'T 
y voVLl'ra), '~IJOVQ' V" D $, 

18th June 1926 to 2nd April 1927 
Honourable C~W.C. IVLA.:R,li. 9 De'SoO& 1 Moe" 9 V~IJ~ (later Si:r 8har18s Marr 

LC.V.O.) 
2nd April 1927 to 24th Febrv.ary 1928 

Honourable Sir Neville HOWSE 9 V.,C~;7 K~C~E~ 9 K~C4IvLG~, .B\,R"CsS. 
24ch February 1928 to 29th November 1928 

Hono-:lrable C.L.A. illlBO'J'T 
29th Novembel' 1928 to 10th December 1928 

30me Af'fairs - 10th December 1928 to 12th April 19 )? 

Hor:.ourable C.L.A. ABBOT'T (later Administratcr of the l';orthern Territory) 
10th December 1928 to 22nd October 1929 

Honourable A. BLilJ{ELEY 
22nd October 1929 to 6th Sanuary 1932 

Honourable R. A. P ARKEIJJL (later Sir Archdale Parkhill, K. C. IlL G. ) 

IEterior - 12th iwril 12...3L.!Q... date 

Honourable R,A. PARKHILL (later Sir Archdale Parkhill, K.O,!LG,) 
12th April 1932 to 13th October 1932 

Eono'Gratle J oAo PERKINS 
13th October 1932 to 12th October 1934 

Honourable E~J~ H.ARElSON (new S 3ric HarrisoYl, K"Oo~,LG~, K~OoVeOo) 
12th October 1934 to 9th November 1934 

Honourable T" PATBHSO~~-
9th November 1934 to 29th November 1937 

Honour2.ble J. IvIcEVGN (now Rt. Honourable F. O. ) 
29th November 1937 to 26th Auril 1939 

Senator the Honourable Ii,S. FOLL -
26th Auril 1939 to 7th October 1941 

Senator the-Honourable J. S. OOLLI;mS 
7th October 1941 to 13th Suly 1945 

Honourable H. V. JOHNSmJ 
13th July 1945 to 19th December 1949 

Right Honourable 1'.A. Jl:cBRIDE (r:.ow Sir Fhilip McBride, P.C., LO.M.G.) 
19th December 19 to 24th Octo'oer 1950 

Honourable 3 Q Jc Hi83.ISO:N (now Sir Eric Harrison~ K.C"J1LG"9 K~C~V.Oo) 
24th October 1950 to 1Hh "lay 1951 

H .i.onoura, bl e ~iT '"'I Trr7\"'~1'T1 H~;j* l'U"'l "C.TC\S ~IT "TT '" l~';'\j":" llHLL.:J ~il~\i"Uo5 0" '"'"" '~..::.J".bo5 'Ii! C P D "II 'I ':'\0 o~ _Jo ~~ ':'\ .. .1.""_<> 

(now Sir Wilfrid Kent 3u€/fes) - 22nd May 1951 to 11th Jan1;.ary 
1956 K.,:c,E. 

Honourable FAIRHAL:U 
1 Hh Jar:.v.ary 1956 to 10th December 1958 

Honourable Gordon FRBETH, L.L.R. 
10th Decerfber 1958 to 18th December 1963 

Sena"ol" v~ _~.>--..J_ ':loY'nul"ab ....... 'o ,T G '-"..."~,, ~_ GOI,r110N ll[ A. ~..I..~_. 

18th December 1963 to 4th 11arch 1964 
Honourable J. D. JiliTEOlIT 

4th II'arch 1964 
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Name of 
DepartlLent Period of offioe Decorations 

Home 1st January 1901 - Walter David BINGLE L S. O. 
Affairs 18th November 1901 

HOlLe 19th NovelLber 1901 - David MILLER LS,O., V.D. 
Affairs 14th ~~ovember 1906 (later C.IIl.G.) 

(Colonel David Miller was transferred on 28th September, 
1912 to Canberra as Administrator of the Federal 
Territory 'c.ntil the abolition of the Department of 
HOI2e Affairs. lIlr. W.D. Bingle acted ae Secretary 
of the Department over this period) 

."External 1st May 1901 A tlee A. HUH,]' 
Affairs to 17th March 1921 
1916 then 
HOI2e & 
Territories 

.. H .come c> 6c 18th Maroh 1921 - John Gilbert :iflcLAREN 
Territories 10th June 1928 (later Sir Jor~) 

Home & 11th JUIle 1928 - "Nilliam James CLEIVi.t;NS 
Territories 31st Deoember 1928 (later Sir William) 
to 1926 
then Home (Appointed Chairma.'1, Public Service Board 1 st Ja.'1uary, 1929) 

. Affairs 

Home 1st January 1929 - Percival Edgar DEP2TE 
Affairs 11 th April 1932 

(Appoin te d Ivlembe:c War: Servic e Entitlement 'r ri bunal) 

Interior 12th April 1932 ~ Herbert Charles BRmnJ 
22nd November 1935 

Interior 23rd November 1935 - Joseph Aloysius ClL.'l.l'W:OUS .. C .. B E~ 
1 st May 1949 
(Appointed Directcr of Civil Defence 2nd lVIay 1949) 

Int8:::'ior 2nd :Ylay 1949 - William Alexander McL-44.REH C"B"E<I 
7th lilay 1963 

Interior 8th :May 1963 Riohard KINGSIJI1{ D D"FoCq 




