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available fern-boueea~ o~chid•bou~ee1 collection o foliage 

plt.nta a ne e\lceul.ersts are a 410urce or delight to thouosn4a 

o1' Y1a1 tor i.n t.he courue oi' the year . ~.o CJ\lch i a thia 

tb.& eaae t h-<J t no ootanical aa.rdena of no t.e are w 1 thou~ such 

ilouaee. td'ld it ie yery d esirable that a aroup be inelu.ded 

1n tbe ac.h.eme t"or Canberra Garaena. 

- r achool.& ~nd nivers1 ty, a botanh;al garden 

ie neceeu.ry for the £all del'elopment of courses o:r instruct­

ion and study in botany aB a. fJC.ience, or u aop~ied to horti• 

Culture, atJriculture. 1 .tl<iLCape 3t!~!enin..,-, &ilYiCult~ and 

&O fcrth. ln tact , aa no~ed earlier. in ~-DY eases botanical 

gardenu ere not public places ~t all. ~at ~ere adJunct~ to the 

tlnivereit.ies. 

For scientific s~iea it is ~1~~ neceaeary to 

have a• fUll o. ~epreeeDt.:1t10-12 aa ponai .. le- oi' the ;.u.otr~lic:on 

flora and o1' epeci_mena. trom hcutiodi!:lee. The di~te:renoe in 

point of" vi elf bet-ween the la.nciscape and.. scier.t1ri c r-equiremerJ. t.a 

· •ill occur ia thOa~apecisl ca ~ es where plan~s are arrcnge4 in 

botanical groupu, e .g • • a family ~r an order t~r cooporleon 

purpOeee. wi tbout regar~ to ert.~ct.. .i tb t.rees and major 

shrubs el.t10 1 ple.ntin.:; J:J.a7 be arrv..oged on a continental. o.a. i a. 

but in thi~ ca~e, lan~soape composition is possible. 

Glaes-boue~s and ehade•houoes are neceaoar7 

for Univer i ty studies and, except in opecial caaes .• tho e 

which are ueed !or general plant culture can al5o ~e ueed tor 

eciantiflc inTeatigationa 6r. particularly $0 in Winter. 
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1 • ....._..._,.;;;;,.ii..-.o;;;;._._ ...... ,;;.;;;........., ... ~.IIIIiiirt..._.-.:-' ... B-.A-.lfl:' ... ..,.Fa .... ~--.t--

W"Dile 1 t. is rtoceseary to con$1d.er neb 

qu-estl.ooa a ai t.a.bil1 ty o'I so11.. rain ge. protection 

c uo forth in aelecting a ai te. it 1a obvious 

that eoftsideratiGD abQuld e . t;iTet.l in a dtnelopi uit7 

like C&nbe.rra, to tile rel'·tion of" 8l2Y proponed. site to the 

other maJor te turea in the layout o! tne c1 ty n:l i ~a 

I» the .. ~:oport Pxplanatoey of the 

ene.ral Plan• !'o~ the s'ederal Capital (Oct.ober 1913) al 'tOZ 

. · l.e7 Grif'!in deals wi tb f.otan..i.ce.l Garliena under item 2 . 

1112f wh.i ah haa to no i th the UniYers1 ty. fie sugge ts by 

aiagr on P• 9 or the · .eport that tho BotaniCAl Gar4 ns 

shoul\1 l:e near the t:ni ve.r3i t7• puUcularl7 adJointn the 

.ootanieal r-d . ~icul t.ure.l auildingn • end ad~ oinlns t.be 

orest xteuene ana .. luck !fountain. On P• 1 of the ~e,port 

he agaib refers to tha botan1o.al gare.ens in the paagraph t 

in tbe lo er channellea reecnea. uhete it 

.torl!la a f~ature of the bot.anicel. gardena 

anu !or~st reserve contiauoua with ·leok 

oun~ain. 1nci~entalLy perpetuating tha~e 

the only remnant of primeval luxuriance 

an the cit7 site. • 
103 

On ltap/n, hOwever, the lower cll .nnell~ reac!l..ea of 

the longlo are oound~4 oy are s aevotea r-Qt t tanical. 

gu ena · ut t.o an uooretwn acheme on a CQn tinen'tal si • 

A I"''Q6b estiumte indic te.e that the area propos d. f'or 

the aboret~WS ia aoout 800 acrea. 



;. 
Judgin ~ by the aiagrar.1s on pp. 8 and 9 o.f the 'Report, 

1 t would a ppear that the site for botanical garder.a uggeeted 

by Gritt'in ie oo the : lack " untain part or the ter o:xia of 

t ne ci t7 ana it mu.e t be cnncluned that he conei4el"e4 tbe 

arboretum the same 1\\& botanical gatdeea. 

The conclu ion .hicb the eri ter hue reached a to tbe 

eite after giY1ng caretul consideration to other posuible areus 

is in co.ntor1!li t y •1 th the view t.r..at 1 t ehoul.d be nea.r Bleck 

..:ount in. · ! t iu eert&ln. ll~weYer, that the actual e.rea., as 

de.fine4 by bottn.Clariee, whioh is ei.ng reeo:mnended ia :tot the 

same t.hot which lfD.~ in tue lrlnd of tne origina-tor ef the plan 

of Can erra because sccoruinK ~o Jap 103 ~ several bUilding 

s·ere proJected on the si t.e which 1 e recomoend.ed herein. 

The site recommended o7 the writer stretcheo ~ro the 

nout ern boUf'ld.ary o!' the £.rea oceupi eel by the Council !or 

Sc1entii te and !ndustri.al he s-earch ~-enerally aoutmuu·<1 along 

the ma•r6iD oi' tile lake• in<:~uc.ing t ... e promat.or~ area :Gru'ked 

South merica on : p 103 s. the 4.?pro.x.imately a Ul-weatezli 

end overlooks the bridge leea1 to the zoolo ioal ~araena 

(uoelled Australia a a.4 tift Zealund on ltap 103 ·B) the a pproximetel7 

undaey ia the timl.iu line on the slopo o£ !'lack 

:t!:ountain a.n\l t -he oort.h•eaatern boundary t the northern end runs 

trom tne 1825 f~ot contour to University Avenue. 

This eite 1& roagbl7 outlined on t.be accompa.J17irtg pl.an 

and 1& eeen to be about lt aile 1.n length !"rom University Ayenu.e 

to \be tip or ~e uth J~ertca• and slightlJ lea to t ne bridge 

le ding o the :toGlogical Garden~ . In width it Vt.riea froa 

about 800 yard- at. tbe nort.h.ern er.o to 120 ya.r<ta in the middle. 

The elope is one in .fifty e..t the ncrthem f.lnd one in ten a t the 

southern end. T.be general appearance or tbe mountain Qlope part 

of the site i.u a .no n in the acoompanJing p4;i..no.raci c photograph 

taken from th.e ...... :pposite ~:;1d.e of tn.e lake ana in · nieh the l ake 

position baa been ·vignetted into tae photog~apb. (P.notograpb 1). 
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1f1 th re!"erence to otber feat-urea of t,he oity the propon4 

ut:e of 'tb.e bOtanical gardena eeems to be moet su.lteble. It 

te conUnuous wifJl th-e _at te ot \be Zoo:locical. Ganiel'la eo tbd 

'tbe aoceh road sy&t.a can be made to aomplete a c1rcui t or 
both uea.a. The mountaita backing will not onl.~ p.roY14e 

6he1te!' frora wi® but 111 ~t the 'beaU.t7 or tb.e n~tt~c·. 

parUcW.a.rl7 · hen the le.lce complet.ea the eoene. l t •1U f'om· 

a .te&tu.re which i a Yietble from rzauy points uach a Capital 

IUU• Acton, ct•ic ce.Dtt~ Ainulie• etc •• 5lld the plan.'tiJJS 

sobe-1n0.o o ! Civic Centre. Uni.v-ez-ai ty Ave •• the tin1v•t<8i ty ai te. 

e.c.x • .a., etc •• will oo:mbine with t.lle .Eotanlcal ~~e,. anct 

the Zoolog.ieal Gard.el'lo to :fom e. .magni:f'1c'Jut be1t of vegetat1or.t. 

I t 1riU be l.ocat~d so thet the Comco!I'We:Y.th Forestq 

School. • the Ulli vera! t,- and C. s. I. a. •111 he within eas7 ao-cesa. 

Ill aiD& abOYe it are the upper elope• or Black ~ntain and 

the e ohould be tltuustit:uted. a Rosene coa_plementtr.ey. as it were. 

with the gardena. 

om the tligher slopes of tbe .gardena. enyeciall7 

above Sulli va:n 'e tr1~·_po1nt. t.he apl.endld Yie.•a aCl.'o .a tile •1 t7 

to t.he aarrounai~ hi~le sb"i.lte Olle lneta.ntl-1' and tbe1' aboul.cl 

attnle\ mauJ' viaito.re. s ~me ot these viewe are 11J..uau&\e4 

1 pilot.vg~apha 2• l• 4./s.nd 6. 

To er.ble tbe best d~elopment ot' fJJl7 botanical_ 

ganhma an area oZ so.me size ia aa.aenUal, ~'tieul.arl7 when 

the al'bo.retua phase of the Gnraena is g1Yen Jte proper pro­

portion in the aobeme as shoul.~ oe the caae in. Canber.ta. 

ii.lrtbez. in order that the ae..rden& JJball be ill JteepinfJ w1th the 

aeneral scheme of layout f"or the uapi tal. they ehould be 

spacious attd auacep-ti ble -of colls1dera.ole eu~.~4i Tiaion. 
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'ibe •riter hae not been uble to anttuu..re the propo~ed 

e.re trith f:Ul7 e · ctituae. but by v1oua.1 elUlminution it would 

nppcar to e awu~ 300 acre • Tha planto.ole enb 1 ... of course 

reduced D)' the requirements !"or roadtt mJ path.c, by the gullies 

which cmnnot be eYotden and by ~he apaoe required for tutl.d.-

1 a An~ nuroery arean. 3uet how - ~cb the at~Y will reduce 

the plantable o..re~ 1 t ia. impo si ble at preaen' to 8.7• 

It. be or inter.eet to compi.~ tht! area of the 

pro_o eel C6.nberra .... otanical Gardens ith ~oe.e 01 other 

gar4 nu in Auet:tali n~ •lae here. 11le r:y.;;.ney Botanical 

Garder..n cover 86 fi.CZ"ee . hlle t.i.to e in el.cou.rne are 100 acre 

in sr-ea. be :Oynl Botanic GardentJ s1t Xew er4! ori inall7 t' 
acreo in ext~nt ~ut now cov r 95 acres. ~e Arno~d Arboretua 

c~ anced with abOut. 1 r; c.crea 1D 1872 nnd now a 220 acres 

tree o~ texcs for 1000 7e.aro. The New York :.()tt:.nlcal ard-ena 

auta':>l.l.~ed. !n 1894 co!lpriae ..-;'0 e.e:rea .and t.ilaae a t .. iun~org 

tota1 89 acre in the oity, 173 ~re~ outoi~e aua r~rther 74 

tao .res on th"! 11lop~s o:r th •alcuno of (kde . 

It. J, a clea.l" i'roo Ule.se coD,tiriaona tha \ the &.rea or 
th propoaed. gardens .in Cc.noerl'a. 1~ rea.t¥Onaole, and this is _ 

es~ ecia1ly ao when ona con ide~ lano Yaluee. 

3• egsartetl1tzt 

fo serYe beat the pub~ic and ac1ent1f1c interest 

co parutive ease of acceaa to th.e gardena ie desirable as is eel 

11ell ill..ustrat.e4 in the case or the •. 7dney garaens. hccua to 

the prol)Osed a1 te wi U be o b taine(i !rom the northern part o! tll 

cit7 .Y1a L~iverait,r Av~nue and rrom tne &O~er part at 

·eatT1clge Yia tra.J'den G t.e Drive {Map 10Ja} throut;h the z ool-o ic 

Car~ena. ..hen the nnivere1 t;y "rounds a.r-e ental>li bed acceua ca 

e· had trom t e.m ~o tbe .·otanie&l Ga.rclene y gate ln the north• 

eaet.e-rn bol1ndar.Y• ?he t1ae may ceme hen water accesa is alao 
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penal bl.e from Acton ac%'0 s the lake to the gardena. 

{a} .?rqteetton fro wine. ts iltta1raole ae tr n aro•ing in 

an area e::.tpQ3ec1 to the butf'eU~~g of' otrol:lQ "'*' inda tend to s :ro1 

u.nayr.ame~r1oally nne to lean !JfOm i.h~ upl'ight. In the area 

!)l'oposed e. certain me,.nure of .Pr-otection io &1 en to a coll• 

nici.erable part by 3le.ck !.lountain. fue moet expose4 part w11) 

be th8 peninsUla a.bove•noted at the southern .nd o f t.l1e 

g rdena. In thin it may be uecea~ary to denl p tdnd ~ak-" 

2eea or trees in saltablo lecationa. ~o other sval2abl e 

area co~binao tba same $Cenic ~·auty •ltb protection troa 

wiDCl. 

(b) ~ ut.ilia1~ tile lower sl.ope~ ot· the :toun\&itl a 

f'urthcr advantac;-o is g 1ne4 in tho recuc.tiofl of danger t roa 

f.ro.st da=S€e• eta ell~ occur of COUcrse but they i l l be 

less aevare on the alopee tts co pare4 with low•lJi na areaa 

here t~persturea of' about to-12° £ah. on the graae haYe e~ 

regi tered (Acton, June 19th an-d 20th. 1935). ..ven oo it ~

be nece~sa..ry to grow tlhe.lter beite or- 2.0nee in ¢ert.aiD canes 

for the protection or exotJ.c t"'es. esbru.bs. c aller ;ll an1 

(c .) !:be ao11 is not idettl e1 tner trom the · nt or Yiew o£ 

Yariety o:r t'ertili ty. ; n ideal site would contain soUe 

aeri ved from under·ly1ng lime& tones, others 1'rom aanuatc:Jnea 

ax.U still other from ianemu~ rocks. a""' tor example ie the 

cane near the Junction o ~~dy'e River arA the Cotter. 7he 

ch01ee of uoh a site Within the city u is preol.l4""ded aa, 

with the exception o! a ~~1 ere~ of ·1~n~ted po~hyriee 1~ 

the northern c~hltu· and ~mali. areas ot quarta :porph:Sry 1n the 

-..e t. md outh, the city are& 1~:; a.l.most. entirely in the zone 

of Si1urian 8halea ~nu san~etone~. 

The area propos~d. .for the gerdena is th e all .t:he 

&Gm fOJ:'II:'ltion llO th aoil• much is part of tile clluv1a1 

 



depoci t f'o11lli~ 0 oetr: tal. f&!'l a \ the f oot of t. 

1 nly red and graTelly. lfbe fertil! ty level ill gradual}¥ 

b re.ieed by cultural methods and e-.s:perience with itl1la;r aoils 

ln other ;'lal'ts of ~e c~1 ty ert!a 1ndicntea tb t ~~e . mo. shrubs 

eboul do qutte ell when once eetabliehed. Certain t.ype or 

treee. hc- eTer. pre~er specific ~ypee ot oila an~ 1t ould be 

impoa~ible to ceYelop any J.ar e ._.rnups of such tre a in 'tllo 

b ence of such &ail • r specimen tree , o£ cour 6t soil 

y e p.roYided by tran.arerri.ng requ.iaite quanti ties to tne Bite. 

(<i) Drein.nge- pmole- are t>f t o kin.;..a• vi~ •• tho£e con-

eernins tile area ae a 'C'holc• ml~ Ulo2e which inYol ve detailed 

egric~tural d~n~ge. 

I t- i& eertnin that. ith t&n.rdene 1t.uated 8 ne.ra117 

on elo a or ~yi gre.die~t, cure will &ve t.o be e.xerc1a-e4 

i tAe p.roTis1on o.f nm-o£!' ditches. etc. on contour line • so 

that soil. eroaion ny nater l.S !'ed.uced to a miniJ:tUm. 

bQ.Ye developed down the &lope a 1 U 

require 'treatcent to control their .fur-ther ext ... neion during 

hea:Yy run£ ae e11 aa to render them euscepti~e of l a ndscape 

treatmen~. ":hey • re at present uncontrolled ncl unaightly • 

.&grlcul tural and cont.our drainage 7:111 noecl ~ be 

~onsid re~ when ~ e de~led l47out ic aettlea. 

!mile on the eubject of drtdnat;e, one n turW.~1 \h1uks 

of • ater SQpp1ie which nre an esa ntinl requtre~nt for bot nic 

garden • ..1 til ~eaerToir on Black noun~oin. nd a pipe line 

tra•eroing the area recomoen.de.:i for the arden , it oul.d seem 

quite teaatble -o ~range ror reticul~ t1on o£ dter aupplies 

!'or al1 aervi.ees in the g&.raena 1 thotJt grant difficult.,-. 

1 
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5. Possibilities of sub-division: 

It is customary so to arrange the layout of a 

botanical garden that lavm areas are available and in the 

Melbourne Gardens for example, there are four, the central, 
..... 

eastern, western and buffalo-grass lawns. In and around. t h ese 

lawns are arranged about forty-t wo botanical groups with five 

hundred genera and almost two thousand species. 

The area proposed for the Canberra Gardens does 

not lend itself to a simp&e l ayout of la~ns because much of it 

is on slopes of a fairly steep gradient. Two parts do , however, 

commend themselves in this respect - t he area immediately 

adjoining C.s.I.R., to the South and the area between the 

present road leading to University Avenue and the north-eastern 

boundary of the recommended site. It is because this latter 

area is approximately level that it is recommended to be 

included in the botanical gardens, although it appears to be 

allocat ed as part of t he Univers ity area. It is here that 

gl ass-houses, nursery and propagating sections should be 

placed as will be noted l &ter. 

Wbile other grassed spaces will be relatively 

limited in s ize, it will be possibl e so to arrange planting 

schemes that adequate spacing among botanical groups or in 

specialised sections is allowed. In fact, where trees form an 

important part of the gardens, as they must in these, it is 

necessary to have space in order to stand away and view them 

properly. 

All botanica l gardens develop specialised 

sections such as alpine rock garden, moraine garden, bog garden, 

heath garden, iris garden, succulent garden, and so ~orth. 

The roc ky slope overlooking Sullivan trig 

point is susceptible of development as an alpine area, and in 

fact, should be a s triking part of the gardens. The alpines may 

be gro\1n both above and below the site, where the water tanks 

once stood, and leading to them the path should be alternated 

with flights of irregular rock steps. Where t he tanks stood is 

an ideal position for a lookout f or the very fine views of the 
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surroundi ng country and hills, and it is recommended t hat 

a shelter or kiosk be erected here. 

The quarry which at present is an unsightly scar can 

also be utilized for rockery plants. It is recommended t hat 

the floor of the quarry be levelled and the forward part used as 

the site of the Gardens refreshment kiosk, which will be required 

for the convenience of visitors . At rear of t he buildin~ the 

quarry f ace can be utilized for rock plants, especially o~ t he 

climbing or hanging types. Areas to the north and south f or\•tard 

of the building, each about 20 yards by 45 yards, ean be made 

into parking areas and the part in f r ont from t he sunken road up 

to the r efreshment building should preferably be terraced. 

In the area adjoining the University, bog, heath, 

iris, and other such specialised sections can be developed. 

The main road t hrough the gardens should be bounded 

by specimen t rees to form a series of avenues, rather than one 

long avenue, and the breaks so arranged as to allow views along 

vistas or ac ross t he lake to 't. ide views. Simi l arly the planting 

of trees anywhere in t he Gardens should be carried out so that 

not only is it possible to see individpal specimens, but vistas 

from various f ocal points are always available. 

111. Roads, paths and parki ng area2: 

Because of t he general sh?p.e of the site and its 

r elation to other areas, the mai n road must traver se the lengt h 

of the proposed gardens and i n part, a long t h e lake margi n . 

It will join University Avenue at t h e northerl y end and the road 

t hrough the Zoological Gardens a t t he other end. A branch of it 

should enter the part of the Gardens marked North America on 

Mpp 103 B. in order to provide easy access to that part of the 

Gardens. A short side road wi ll be necessary to accommodate 

traffic to the gl asshouses and propagating section a t the l eft, 

entering from University Avenue, and a car road leading to the 

Director's quarters on the right. 

It is impossible to l ay down anything s pec i fic as 



to paths until a detailed planting plan has been decided upon, 

but it would seem that little difficult~ should be experienced 

because the area is well supplied with gravel. 

Reference has already been made to the possibil~ty 

of using two C\I'eas on either side of the quarry area f'or parking, 

which should accommodate sixty or more cars with ease. It may 

be necessary eventually to arrange another parking area near the 

University Avenue end of the gardens, particuarly for visitors 

to the glasshouses and the special sections in that part. 

l!• BUILDINGS. 

It is obvious that certain types of buildings are 

essential in a botanical garden and others, while not essential 

from one point of view, are recognised as forming part of' a 

complete scheme. 

In the nursery area a potting house, seedhouse, 

shadehouse and propagating house are necessary for the regular 

supply of plants to the gardens. Similarly implement shed, 

paintshop and toolsheds are required, together with stables if 

horse-dra~n instead of motor driven machinery is used. 

For the convenience of visitors iS is customary to 

provide a refreshment kiosk and reference has been made earlier 

to the possibility of utilizing the quarry site for this purpose. 

For the further convenience of visitors it has been suggested 

that a lookout shelter be built on the slope above Sullivan 

trig. point. 

Glasshouses and conservatories for.m a very prominent 

feature of botanical gardens in cold climates such as at 

Christiania, while at Buitenzorg shadehouses are more required. 

Here in Canberra the climate is such that, if any attempt is made 

to present examples of collections like orchids, foliage plants, 

tropicals and ferns, glasshouses are essential. There is no 

doubt about the attractiveness of glasshouses and conservatories 
some 

to visitors and on this count alone,/shoUtl be erected in the 

Canberra botanical gardens. They would be available for 

scientific work as well as functioning as show places. 
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Gardeners' quarters should be provided in order to 

enable the necessary supervision of the gardens at any time. 

In the Melbourne gardens , in addition to the Director's house, 

there are cottages for three gardeners and a carpenter, erected 

at convenient points, and in Sydney the superintendent and over­

seer live in the grounds. At least two cottages would be 

necessary in this case, one near each end of the main road 

traversing the gardens and a third is desirable in the glasshouse

and nursery area, especially for oversight durir~ winter. 

It is usual in botanical gardens of any consequence 

to have the Director live on the ground a.."l.d i:f the scheme for 

gardens in Canberra comes to fruition, such provision should 

eventually be made in this case, especially as the site is 

relatively distant from residential areas. 

A working laboratory, not necessarily very large, 

and an office are obvious requirements. Adjoining the office 

i t will be necessary to have a room for a library because it is 

i nevitable that, once a garden is established, publications and 

reference books will be required for ready use in c onnection 

with the acquirement, and care of collections of plants and treee

V • .QQ§.TS OF MAD·TT'f:'.NANC~ . 

The cost o:f maintaining a botanical garden is 

greatly iu excess of tl~at for a park of the same area because 

it is more i ntensively developed from the landscape and hort­

icultural point of view, as 'IJwell as being specially developed 

botanically. It is in fa.ct a. great museum or exhibition of 

living plants, all o:f v;hich must be specially tended and 

labelled under the care of experts . In many cases the trees 

and plants are .also more costly to obtain in the .fi:c•st place, 

particularly when rare types are desired for the completion 

of collections. 

It is impossible to make '11ore than a provisional 

estimate of the armuaJ. cost f or the maintenance of botanical 

gardens in Canberra, once they &re established, until the actuaJ 

scope of the gardens is detennined, but a fair idea may be 
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gained by consiiering the costs o£ similar gardens e lsewhere . 

The Sydney Botanic Gardens cover about 88 acres with approximately 

one-third of an acre of glasshouses, one-six~n acre of propagating 

f r ames, one-fifth acre for Bush and Aquatic houses and a little 

over an acre of nursery or propagating grounds. The gardening 

staff is made up as follow s : -

3 gardeners , specia.l class. 

4 ~ f irst ~ 

18 H 

3 youths, jur~or gardeners. 

1 patrolman. 

23 labourers. 

1 aviary keeper. 

In additlon ~here e~e 4 employees whose 

s ervices are more or less g eneral. Namel y, a landsc ape gardener, 

a p&.inter and l abel writer, a carpenter and a plu.TtLber. These 

four are also employed in c onnection with ~urk in other grounds 

under t he control of' t h e Departrnent of Agriculture. 

The approxima te cost in wages and s alaries for 

the above a t present rates works out at £12,000 per annum and a 

further £1,300 per annum is required for maintenance and working 

expenses . 

In the Melbourne gardens the e lass houses c over 

500 sq.ft. for tropical plants and 2400 sq.ft. for smaller displays

and propagation purposes. The staf~, including in t h is c ase t h e 

Director and 3 techmical assistants totals 56 and the annual 

maintenance cost totals about £13,600. 

In Adelaide, with a garden liwi ted to 40 a cres 

and includi ng 2 greenhouses, 1 l c..rge conser-vatory, ;:and sever al 

s tore h ouses , the g ardeniP..g staff totals 24. Exc l uding the 

Director's salary t h e annual c ost of maintenanc e is £5,680. 

It would seem t hat to maintain Bot anic a l 

Garden s in Canberra, of a size and k ind which would b e in keeping 

wi th the national capital, an annual expenditw•e of not less than 

£15, 000 per annum is requir ed once t h e gardens are properly 

 



atublishcd. .nio st te docs not 1 el e the ~alari s o~ a 

Dir etor Supcrint ent. cr ot 4Br 1:. hnieal of'fic r ight 

ult a'te lle appointed. It. i also to b u erst.ood t. .... t t.his 

t'!.gure a:ppliea only t~en th botanical ardens a.r :fully 

stabl ·shed &.'"td durinu: ccr -Y y -ars we arr.:ot.:nt uired i.ll 

depend on e ra.t. and scope of dov lo ont. 

l! o.pprovel. · ivcn r.,o t'le ehoic of 1 '"e w it 

is ecidoo to .:r.1 t.i t. • ork o~1 the gardc:~ :::ll it "'s o v iou t.hat 

very~ c£u1 consid 4 r tion ill ve t o b g1v to tn plans for 

the layout.. 71 i ,ill tJ.lkc sa:e t.il. o but- it .e<K~ not. 

prcv!'!Dt t •. e r;ro<,;lccutior .. cr cert.nin pr~lini s o4!" (.l.·evel op-

ccnt :tn hich c asu l l.nhour eou ~ uaa.fully ployed. 

l'ho quarTy rea c ould b e 1 ared of rubbl , the 

f': ce cf the -:~l!.arr"Y improved by tb ~ ewoval of lo ... w · blocks na by 

abnpiug, tho pm-n.ing e~ on e! t.her nid~ 1 v U ·d nd t.bc rca 

:L"PJ f'ront tcrt·"'"eea t.o tho r ent sunken ro: ~· .1 is a 

pro inent f'eatur ~ of'. t.1 e ro ar· • 

Proet · cal.ly · 11-:.. ~-, on:: r, uircd to cont.~ol the 

£Ull..:.es cot.~d ~ CG:r:t'i out befor pla'lti.rl U! c eneed. I t. 

that t.h uppi.:!r p l"tii> of t.'l~ alli _s b c le.are-~ of' 

eo cut th t _ri· G o1"" nll c e:ldes W'ld pool s 

,ar adc . h ~ nt;C s ... nry concre t(; retuining ba...,· <.l ould b-

put in tv prevent. :furth-r eutt:i~ cut ... td ~n tl e 1 o er parts 

eoncr.t basir..s ot :irr ru o.r outline set in to o the poola. 

Fiooll:· t.he out et.e un ... r lake ro d Gb{)~ld be c onstructed. 

prop ~ato ... --y . ork ot this nature !.ll enabl un.rly st.art 

tso be '"' e in clothing llli~s ~l4l pl.nnta n\1 ~er.;. .. s . 

T"n_ conetruct.ion o! the -

" .port.ant pi cc o£ rk c can · el! be c 1 ~a cut . t t.,i .... 

t t only bee ... s t 1 m: c~ ntial, th loc tion of i e 

u :!J.y oet. n d , but, b cau it 11~ be 

be_ nntn !"or tr fie urir~ t..~e pla"lt.ing of e 

~ly con .... tr ction of t.h ... ~ road woule -e· t o 
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be the:; util.izatio ~ o • s cons'! c:rc.t1le qunnt1 ty o£ atone fra.. t...~e 

site xor the foun{t..at.ior. . L"l ou~ csti~ this 1 h ve not; cGr,sultc 

tbc nep.<:> 

zuitaole fo~ the purpose . 

ln :my e~ e tht> clearin;:_ 0 stone and sravel :t"l"el:.1 

earl-y st.a _ .... s or p1 .. ep ration. T .. L; c 
/"' 

. e joined it..l. a certain 

because of po_ition cr b tms~ t ·ey ar~ ill- ohaped o~ pcutly aet d . 

T.h .se require to be felled and grubbed ou .. ns all. old st.umps 

u .... t be c.,E:ared. 

st.:il:t be consite~ah~e ac.unt 1 oour 

ter reticulat:on. 

Plantin~ of i.h., t ces in the £•a1n vist.M end groups ill e 

aeveral yc::.1.rs but ·it .shvr.::l;.1 oe ccm;:::ence .~ 't t.t.e ear iest rn_ ent 

During the 

-ttenti.on ~an be t.urn..,.c to u~.f! ·~~o .. lopme t of spe.cializc cl arm: .. s 

or sections and t.o ~e ~one .... ul .artie ltu.r.:U. or :norieultural 

Tnl:: e:reC>t.ien o!' lesshous s coulc e.lso b 

tlms distrl tu.ting capital exp r.altura. 

1 h ve r..ot. att.etnpt.oo to e.;;.t i .• ~t.c • e t.ot.al 

;e~iture ~·~uired ICl' the coM. true .. ion o" roa s and 

ftltl.:!$hCU;;~CS ~"1d ~!o f'crtl1 , H.s that se s to me ~..o r ._ uire 

de~ w.l co::mi oration, ~ut oovio 1 ~ it. i 1 nvolve a 

be 't.Le chicr t'C' uh .m t.a i :- • a bot '1ical gar.aer-;;; o:r Cor .. berru. 

are to b _ · I·t~.y of tJ e· natio .1 Ci 1,it.. 1 . 

(Sg • ) 




