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Mr. Gardincr moved:

That this Council recommends to the Minister
that he give favourable consideration to the
ercction of a Hog Farm on the site already
chosen on the Molonglo River at the earliest
possible date.

There was quite & lot of discussion on this matter

at the last meeting and it was deferred until this
meeting _n order that we may obtaln the views of

Dr, Bownes, Who Was not present at the previous
meeting, I think the question of the contimianée of

a Hog Farm in Canberra is too serious a matter to

leave in its present state., The existing proprietor

is very ceoncerned as he feels that he will have to leave
the farm if something is not dons abeut it. The

n ~"tlon was reviewed some considerable time ago and

a new site was inspected and agreed upon, This site is
on the Molonglo in close proximity to the existing
Abattoirs. I suggest that the Council recommends

the going on with that project because sven the
proprietor informs me that if the contemplated improve-
ments were carr lout to the present farm, it would
still be uneconomical to run from the point of view

of lgbour. With a plafde laid out on modern lines,

as a new place would be, he could make a greater
success of the farm. Perhaps Dr. Downes can give

us some information on the matter,

Dr. Downes: On the date of the last meeting I was 111
and, in passing, I wish to apolrngise to the Council
for. not teking steps to appolnt a deputy.

Before moving this motion, I think it would have been
better had Mr. Gardiner obtained full information by
question.

Mr., Gardiner: I did, at the last meeting,

Dr, Downes: I saw a report in the local paper, and I
Was somewhat amused by it. I will sum up from my view-
point the whole question of the Hog Farm in regard to
pig feed and garbage disposal. Garbage disposal
involves the collection of garbage first and then

. 'sposal by means of feeding to pigs, incineration

or by other means. [hat is one side of the picture.

On the other side of the picture is hog farming,
consisting of raising pigs and feeding them, either
with mixed feed utilising garbage or by a more

sc’. ntific and balanced feeding. I think it is the
opinion of our veterinary advisers that we will never
reach a desirable standard of either hamers, baconers or
Porkers by garbage feeding because we cannot gert thie
approprilate balance,.

The second point about garbage feadine %8 that i% is
impossible to carry on in a proper hygienic manner unlegs
there is an adequate water supply. You have to cleanse
thoroughly, It is very essential that beople should
know quite a lot about hygiens in piggeries and the
advantages of producing a good pig. It is undesirable
to utilise "swill" for feeding., At the present time
there are certain sentimental pleas for utilising
garbage. There is always the plea made that it is
wasted food. During the war the plea was made that

we went 1n for salvage on a wide scale and therefore,
we should use gverything practicable, including garbage
for hog raising, Now there is a sentimental reason
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that we should use this "swill" for feeding pigs.
Veterinary bpeople have sxpressed the opinion that
it 1s not an economical propositions

Now let us go back to the other angle of this question -
the disposal of garbages I believe that every big

city in Australia will eventually arrange for ths

main bulk of 1its garbage to-be disposed of by
incineration. I do not-say that newer alternative
methods of disposal will not become available., I

think they wills It is perfectly obvious that the
garbage should not be disposed of by tipping, excepting
845 an emergency mcasurc. 1 belleve that newer methods
of disposal are possiblc to eliminate a proportion

g tine  present eosit of colllccitione: [ deor not knomw
whether I have madec myself as clear as I would like,
but thce matter of Commonwealth money is involved and

I have for my part to vote against thls motioni

spearc: Ln connsction with the disposal of
wet arbage, I take 1t one of the means might be
converting it into fertiliser.
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Mr., Shakgspears
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Dr, Downes: That is onc msthod which, on the information
I received, is not economical..

Mr. Shakespeare: Would it offset the loss you are
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going to sustain?

Dr, Downgs: To some extent. Variations in the type
of garbage reccived is a contingency to be contended
With. BSumming up my view of the subject is, firstly
hygienic disposal of garbage, secondly the hygienic
raising of pigs, and thirdly Idesire that Commonwealth

moncy should not be spent unwisely.

Mr, Shgkespeare: The position as I see it is thig —
a site was allotted for this farm and at that time it
Was consldered that it had an sdcquate water supply.
The water supply has failed. The Health Department
wants water provided there and the Department of the
Interior is not prepared ' to put water there.

Mr. Johnston: When you say "put water there" it does
not mean only a tap - an intensive scheme is involved.

Mr, Shaekespegarc: The chap who is going to get it in
the neck is the hog farmer. You ecither extinguish the
lndugstry or provide for its being carried on elscwhcre,

Dr. Downgs: There is s possibility of running piggeries
without utilising garbags.

Mz, Shakespeare: That has been done by the prescnt
farmer to some extent. Do you suggest that this
farm could be carried on at the present site if he
ccased to use wet garbage. ;

Dr. Downsg: I suggest thot pig raising im the

Territory should be done by dry feeding. I am nef
talking about the pressent farm, I believe that the
officers of the Health Department in charge of piggeries
would like to sec dry feeding carried on in piggeries
sultable for the purpose.

Mr, Shaokespegrec: Subject to a change in his technique
would the Department of Health favour the continuance
of the piggery at the pregent site.
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Dr. Downes: Subject to certain alterations in the
Torm, L taink =0
Mr, Shakespeare: Some time ago you intimated that

the Health Department had alternative plars for the
development of a Hog Farm on the Molonglo River,

Drs Downeg: Thas is not the position. Thisg mattiss
HBs not beémg finally dstermined by the Department.
There is a good amount of Commonwealth money involved
in the alternative proposals and it has been under
mutual discussion with the Departments involved, .The
mattcr is at present under congideration by the people
concerned,

Mr. Sorkegpeare: Suppore you have dry feeding - what

u will have teo hevs a water supplys

b 9 l(_l
Thent - 1o
Dx._Dovnest Very, very small, as compared with wet
IEGEEl IR -

Mz, Shgkespecre: Do you consider it advisable to haye
a second farm ror the disposal of wet ~arbage?

Dr, Downes: I am not in favour of another hog farm
for the dispcsal of wat garbage, I am against the
establishment of a hog farm on the site on the
Molonglo River, I have inspected a likely site on

the Molonglo kiver. I would stress that a site

has not yet been chosen but a site has been inspected.
If that site were chosen, it is such that ths disposal
of the effluent into very good country would not
contaminate the Molonglo River,

Mr, Shekespearc: Of course, we thought that about the
Abattoirs. 4Apparently it is questionable whether
any site should be developed north of the Lake Scheme ,

Mr., Johnston: I think the question whether the

effluent would contaminate the waters of the liolonglo
would depend largecly on the care with which the farm was
run.,

The Chairman: The present farm was established solely to
dispose of wet garbage. If there is some other way

of disposing of wet garbage, there is no need to continue
a hog farm for that purmoss. ITF a person wants to
establish a hog farm, it should not be linked up with

the Government in relationto the disposal of wet garbage,

Mr., Gardiner: There is the question of the proprietor
investing his capital in the project. He has made a3
success of 1t, but he could not carry on the farm
gconomically without wet garbage.

Mr, Johnston: Thc Commonwealth put more money into it
than the proprictor,

Dr. Downes: I suggest Mr. Gardiner finds out what amount
the proprietor has put into it and wnat he has teken out
OeE e

The Chairman: We tried to discourage the present
proprietor from going on to the farm.

Mr. Gardiner: A few public servants get into certain
positions and they dictate the poiicy of thig Territory.

Dr., Downes: I suggest that you have not the true facts
and that you get them before you submit a motion of this
nature to the Council,
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Vr. Gardiner: The time when departmental heads could
get togetner and decide whether a man can continue
with his livelihood has gone.. °

The Chairman: We set the farm up.

I'r. Shakespeare: Ilevels a man who is a lessee and no
man can be a lessee in such a venture unless he sinks
some of his own cepital. The basis of his business
i1s thet there is a certain Govermnment policy and the
covernment policy changes and where is the man left.

The Chairman: Je was informed of the position and
advised not to go on to the farm.

lr . Shakcspeare: What 1is the lotest information in
regard to the Hotion carried at the last meeting?

Tr. Downes: “hat were the terms of the motion?

(The Secretary read the mohlion at this stage).

Mr. Shakespeare: The Government has not apparently
made up 1ts mind as to what 1t is going to do about
wet garbage, the effect of 1ts proposals on the
present lessee, the present unsatisfactory water
supply of the existing farm, etoc. Umtias Gihelslo pro=
blems are decided it is considered thet nothing should
be done to dis‘urb the present lesses.

Dr. Downes: In what way would we disturb him?

¥r. Shakespeare: He could not be more disturbed than
o I I o 0 Bl

Dr. Downes: I would certszinly agree that if he is, by
Tonson of Coverrment policy, pushed out of the present
pig farm, land for dry pig farming should be made
available to him.

Vr. Shakcspeare: What would you say in regard to his
Tntorests and improvements on the present SHRGICH?

Dr. Downes: What improvements? I repeat my earlier
suggestion that Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Shakespeare
again consult the lessee before asking the Council
to pass this_motion.

Mr. Shekespeare: (After consulting with Mr. Gardine~)
o Will adopt the suggestion of Dr. Downes and ses Mr o
rilmartin agein in regard to the facts.

It was resolved thet further conslderation
of the motion be deferred.
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