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THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH. 
(AGREEMENT ENTERED INTO BETWEEN THE PRIME MINISTER OF THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE 

l'RE:\1IER OF NEW SOUTH WALES RESPECTING SURRENDER OF TERRITORY FOR PURPOSES OF.) 

Orde1·ed b!f: tlte Cou.ncil to be printed, 27 October, 1909. 

AGREEMENT made the 18th day of October, 1909, between the Commonwealth1 
of Australia (hereinafter called the Commonwealth) of the one part, and the· 
State of New South Wales (hereinafter called the State) of the other part:: 
WrrNESSEl'H that, subject as hereinafter mentioned to t:P,e approval of the 
Parliaments of the Commonwealth and of the State, it is hereby agreed as 
follows:-

l. The State shall surrender to the Commonwealth, and the Commonwealth shall accept, for the· 
purpose of the Seat of Govemment, the territory (hereinafter called the Territo_ry), now being part of the· 
State, described hereunder, namely :-

Counties of Murray and Cowley, area about 900 square miles : Commencing on the Goulburn-Cooma. 
Railway at its intersection with the Queanbeyan River at Queanbeyan; and bounded thence by that 
railway generally southerly to the south-eastern corner of portion 177, parish of Keewong, county of 
Murray; by the southern boundaries of that portion and portions 218, 211, 36, and 38 generally westerly 
to the Murrumbidgee River; by that river downwards to a point east of the south-east corner of portion 68, 
parish of Cuppacumbalong, county of Cowley; by a line partly forming the southern boundary of that 
portion w<>st to the eastern watershed of Gudgenby River; by that watershed and the eastern and southern 
w~ttersheds of Naas Creek; by part of the western watershed of Gudgenby River generally southerly, 
westerly, and northerly to the southern watershed of Cotter River; by that watershed and the western 
watershed of that river, passing through Mount Murray and through Bimberi Trigonometrical Station, 
generally northerly to Coree Trigonometrical Station ; thence by a line bearing north-easterly to One-tree 
Trigonometrical Station; thence by the watershed of Molonglo River north-easterly and generally south­
easterly to the Goulburn-Cooma Railway aforesaid; and thence by that railway generally south-westerly, 
to the point of commencement. 

2. The right of the State or of the residents therein to the use and control of the waters of the 
Queanbeyan and Molonglo Rivers and their tributaries which lie to the east of the Goulburn to Cooma 
Railway shall be subject and secondary to the use and requirements of the Commonwealth (which are 
hereby declared to be paramount) for all the purposes of the Territory, and the State shall consent to the 
construction by the Commonwealth in the State of such works a.s are necessary for th0se purpo~es. 

3. The State shall reserve from ~al", lease, and occupation (except with the concurrence of the 
Commonwealth) all Crown lands within the catchment areas of the Queanbeyan and Molonglo Ri' ers. 

4:. The State shall not pollute and shall protect from pollution the waters of the Queanbeyan and 
Molonglo Rivers throughout their whole course above the Territory. 

5. The State shall grant to the Commonwealth (~o far as the same are not already vested in .the 
Commonwealth) without payment therefor, areas of land at Jervis Bay, described as follows:-

County of St. Vincent, parish of BhPrwerre, area about 2 square miles: Commencing on the 
high-water roark of J ervis Bay at the south-western corner of portion 30 of 4:0 acres, and bounded thence 
on the east by a line bearing south SO chains, on the south by a line bearing west 197 chains, on the west 
by a line beat·it'g north to the aforesaid high-water mark, and on all other sides by that high-water mark 
bearing generctlly easterly, to the point of commencement. 

Eastern Division, Land District of Nowra, county of St. Vincent, pari:;h of Beecroft, area about 
520 acres. ~he Crown lands within the following boundarie3 : CommP.ncing on the high-water mark of 
the South Pacific Ocem at a point bParing n0rth 33 degrees 50 minutes east, and distant 92 chains 
50 links from the south-east corner of portion 5 of 10 acres, and bounded thence generally on the ea~t by 
that high-water mark generally northerly to a point due west of the northernmost extremity of the Drum 
and Drumsticks Islands; thence on the north by a line bearing west to its intersection with a line p:uallel 
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to and 20 ehains in rectangular distance westerly from the high-water mark aforesaid; thence generally 
on the west by tha aforesaid line parallel to and 20 chains rectangularly distant from the aforesaid hiah­
water mark bearing generally southt-rly to a line due west from the point of commencement, and the~ce 
by a line east to that point. _· 1;; n 

County of St. Vincent, parish of Farnham, area 103 acres. The Crown lands within the followin o· 
boundaries: Commencing on the high-w1l-ter mark of the South Pacific Ocean at a point south 21 chain~ 
38 links from a point ea~t 10 chains fr,om Farnham Trigonometrical ·Stati.on, and bounded thence on the 
west. by a line north 30 chains 55 links, 'ori the north by a lii-ie east' 28 ' chains 7 links to the high-water 
mark of Su s~ex Haven; thence by the high-water. mad( of Sussex Haven n.nd the South Pacific Ocean 
generally southerly and westerly, to the point of commehcement:'· Shown on Plan Mis. 1,399 Sy. 

County of St. Vincent, parish of Bherwerre, containing an area d 132 •:ores : The Cro,Yn lands 
•vi thin Bowen Island, situated in the .Pacific __ Ocean_ at the mouth of J e; vis Bay northerly of Go,·ernor 
Head. Mis. 1,276 Sy. 

Eastern Division, Land District of N owra, connty of St. Vincent, parish of Beecroft, area 5:31 ac1 es. 
The·0rown lands' within tlie· following l5oundaries : Commencing on thfl high-water mark of J en-is Bay at 
LongB-O.'ie-Point, and bounded thence on the ea.~ t by that high-water mark ·and the right bank of Duck 
Creek g~nerally northerly to the r•0ad leading to Poiut Pc1·pcndicula.r Lighthout;e; thence by that road 
gener~lly westerly and nqrth -_~esterly to the high-water mall;: of Jervis Bay ·a.t <1 .wharf; and thence 
-generally on the west and south by th'1.t high water ma.rk ~outbe ' ly aud e:~sterly, to the point of 
-commencement. Plan Ms. 1,393, Sy. 

Eastern Division, Land Distcict-of--Nowra, county of St. Vincent, parish of Bherwerre, area 412 
acres. The Crown lands within .the following boundaries: Commencing on the high-water mark of Jervis 
Bay, at the north-eastern earner of portion 21· of 40 acres; and bounded thence ou the west by the eastern 
boundary of that portion bearing south 0 degrees 31 mi11utes west 10 chains 45 links; on the north by 
part of the southern boundary of that portion bearing north 80 d<>grees 21 minutes west 13 chains U links, 
again on the west by a ro:1d 1 chain wide dividing it from portion 20 of 40 acres bearing south 0 degrees 
:36 ·minutes west 21 chains 26 links, again on the north by that road dividing it from portion 20 bearing 
north 89 degrees 15 minutes west 5 ch~ins 60 lin·h, again on the west by that road dividing it from portion 
-30 .of 40 a.cres bearing south 0 degrees 42 minutes west 20 chains G links; thence by a line south 13 chains 
·92 'links, on the south-w(·><t by a line bearing SOUl h G9 degrees 12 minutes east 18 chains 2!1 links,' again on 
the west by a li'ne, a road l chain wide dividing it from portion 31 of 2 acres, and another line, in all 
.bearing south 0 degrees 25 minu,tes we~t 9 chains 97 links, <>~gdin on the south-west by a line and n, 
road 1 chain wide dividing it from portion 33 of 10 acres in all bea.ring souLh 20 degrees east 29 chains 
1'3 links, on the south by a line bearing east 21 chains 28 links to the high-water mark 'of the South 
P<1:cific Ocean; and thence by that high-watt·r mark and the high-wate1· mark of Jervis Bay af01 esaid 
·be1.]1I'ing generally n•,rtherly and westerly, to the point of commencement. Shown on Plan catalogued 
:Ms. 1,39.2, -Sy: , deposited in the Department of La.ncls, Sydney. 

County of Rt. Vincent, p;trish of Beecroft, area 424 acres. The Crown lands within the following 
boundaries: Commencing on the· high-water mark of Jervis Bay at the south-west corner of portion 5 of 
10 -acres; and bounded thence by that high-water mark generally nor th-we;;terly and northerly to a point 
bear.i.ng north 24 degrees 30 minutes west 79 chains 5 Jinks from the point of commencement; thence oy a 
line north 4 chains on the north by a line east about 92 chains 9~ li11ks to the high-wa.ter mad~ of the 
South Pacific Ocean; thence by that high-water mark generally south-westedy to the south-east corner 
o0f portion 5 aforesaid ; thence by the boundaries of that portion bearing north 9 chains 65 links west 
10 .chains 8 links and south about 9 chains 30 links, to the point of commencement. Plan Mis. 1,39±, Sy. 

County of St. V incent, parish of :N owra, area about 180 acres. The Crown lands within the 
foU-owing boundaries : Commencing on the high-water mark of Jervis Bay at a point bearing north 
24 degrees 30 minutes west 79 chains 5 links from the south-west corner of portion 5 of 10 acres ; and 
bonnded thence by a line north 4 chains, on the south by a line east (to its intersection with a line 
paraile1 to and 20 chains) rectangularly distant from the aforesaid high-,ater mark; thence by that line­
parallel to and 20 chilins rectangular-ly distant from the l1igh-water lJ1ark, extending generally we9terly to 
the left bank of Duck Creek; by that creek downwards, and the high water mark of Jervis Bay aforesaid 
generally southerly and easterly, to the point of commencement. 

6. For the purpose of providing access to and from the Territory from and to the sea, the State 
:shall grant to the Commonwealth-

( a) the right t) construct, maintain, and work a railway or other means of communication from the 
T~rTitoq to Jervis Bay, and to procure in New South Wales timber, ballast, and other material 
necessary for such construction by paying' such compensation in accordance with the laws of the 
State as is payal)Je by the State when constructing Sta.te rail ways; and 

(b) the right on terms to be agreed upon, or in def;wlt of agreement, to be determin~d by arbitrati?n, 
to cro>s over or under, by road or railway, any State railway, and to connect w1th and run trams 
over any portion of a State railway. 

7. The State sha ll not claim compensat ion from the Commonwealth for the value of any right, titlP, 
or interest of the State in land of the Sta'e requir,d by the Colllmonwealth for the purposes of the railway 
cuns:ructed by the Commonwealt11 between t.he Tel'l' itory and Jervis Bay. 

8. The Commonwealth ~hall gmnt to the State, on terms to be agreed upon, or in debult of 
agre<>ment to be det~rmined by arbitration, the right to cross o,·er or under by ro:tcl or railway, ~r to 
connect with and run trains over the r:1ilway constructe_! by the Common \\' e>llth between the Tt·lTttory 
and Jervis Bay. 

 
9. In the event of the Commonwealth constructing a railway within the Territory to i l?<i northe1n 

b.:;undary, the State shall construct a railway from a point near Yass, on the Great Southern Raih;ay, tc 
join with the said railway, and the Commonwealth and the State shall grant to each other such reCJproca l 
running rights as may be agreed upon, or, as in default of agreement, may be d~terffiined by arbitration , 
O'>er such portions of that railway as ar-e owned by each. - _ 10. 
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10. The State shall grant to the Commonwealth without payment therefor the right to use the 
waters of the Snowy River and such other rivers as may be agreed upon, or in default of agreement may 
be determined by arbitration, for t he generation of electricity for the purposes of the Territory, and to 
construct the works necessary for that purpose, and to conduct the electricity so generated to the Territory. 

11. The surrender of the Territory to t he Commonweal th shall not be deemed to abridge t he r ight 
of the State or of t he residents t herein to the reasonable use of t he waters of t he Murrumbidgee R iver for 
conservation or irrigation. 

12. When any dispute or matter authorised or di rected by this agreement to be settled by arbitration 
has arisen, t hen, unless the parties hereto concur in the appointment of a single arbitrator, the dispute or 
matter shall be referred for decisi011 to two arbitrators, one t.o be appointed by the P rime Minister for the 
time being of t he Commonwealth and one by the Premier for the time being of the State, and the arbitration 
shall be subject, as nearly as practicable, to the laws relating to arbitration in force in the State. 

13. This agreement shall not in any way be binding unless and until it is approved by the Parlia­
ments of the Commonwealth and of the State, and legislation is passed enabling the Commonwealth and the 
State to effec t the surrender and acceptance of the Territory. 

And whereas doubts have ari8en as to the meaning of the provision of the Constitution that such 
portion of the Territory as shall consist of Crown lands shall be granted to the Commonwealth without 
any payment the1·efor, it is hereby further agreed as follows :-

H. The Commonwealth shail account to the State for any purchase money received by the 
Commonwealth in respect of any grant of an estate in fee-simple in the Territory-

(cb) made by the State before the date of the surrender; or 
(h) contracted before that date to be so made, either unconditionally or upon conditions which 

(except as to the payment of purchase money) have been wholly fulfilled at that date. 

15. The State shall make no claim for payment in respect of-

( a) the va.lue of the waste lands of the Crown in. the Territory; or 
(b) the rents and p1·ofi.ts, after the date of the surrender, of any land in the Territory held from the 

Crown under any estate less than an estate in fee-simple; or 
(c) the value of the right, title, estate, or interest of the Crown in reversion or expectancy upon the 

termination of any such estate as mentioned in the last preceding paragraph; or 
(d) the purchase money for the grant by the State of any conditional estate in any land in the 

Territory, in respect of which at the date of the surrender there remains unfulfilled any condition 
preceden~ (other than the payment of purchase money) to the grant of an estate in fee-simpl e. 

In witness whereof the Honorable Alf red Deakin (Prime Minister of the Commonwealth), for and on behalf 
of the Commonwealth, and the Honorable Charles Gregory Wade (Premier of the State), for and on 
behalf of the State, haYe hereunto set their hands and seals the da,y and year first above writt~n. 

Signed, "ealed, and deli vered by the abovenamed'} (L.S.)' ALFRED DEAKIN . 
Alfred Deakin. in the presence of-

R. R. GARRAN. 

Si rrned, ~ealed, ar:d delive1·ed by the abo ,·enamed } (L. S.) C. G WADE. Chad es Gregory Wade, in the presence of-

J . L . WrLLIA~rs . 

Sydney : \Yill in.m Apple:;·::tte Gullick, Gon :: rn mcnt Printer. -1010. 
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