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RED HILI1 LOOKOUT - V\tlDEN SIDE 
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I NTRO 5 SEDS. IvTIJSIC THEN FADE DOW?J Ai'IJ'D UNDER J<-uR •••• 

NAR.l1.: From this side of Reel Hill Lookout one gets a panoramic view 

of the ci ty1 s Woden Valley new town area - Canberra 1 s first great 

experiment in decentralised urban pla...rming. This was begun only in 

nineteen-sixty-two and, alone; wi.th aYl adjoining valley, Weston Creek, 

will accommodate some ninety-thousand people. The smaller Weston Creek 

area lies obscured just behind the SJnall series of low hills in the 

middle distance. In nineteen-sixty-two Woden was largely an open, 

practically treeless sh.eep-grazing area of ei t::ht-thousand acres or 

three- tl1ousa.nd-two-hw1dred-and-forty hectares and had a rural population 

of nine. The first development contract for Woden was let in :tvlay, 

nineteen-sixty-two and the first government- built house completed a 

year l ater. Today, in a "partnersb.ip 11 of Government and private 

enterprise, eleven of the Vall ey 1 s twelve suburbs have been or are 

bcin.'~ deve loped ancl will combine with the adjoining Weston Creek 1 s 

ei ght suburbs to make a substantially self-contained town, physically 

separated from, but conveniently related to, the main City. 

MUSIC UP FOR 3 S.EDS. 'rHEi.if DOW!:~ li'OR •••• 

NA.RR: The Woden district was selected as the first of the new 

areas to be developed because it was eminently suitable for t he creation 

of an attractive living environment. Acces s to the main employment 

centres and connection to the existing engineering services and roads 

were most convenient. The Nationa l Capital Development Commission? 

the authority which plans and develops Canberr:~. on behalf of the 

Commonwea1 th, 8}::pects Canberra 1 s population could reach two-hundred­

thousand by nineteen-seventy-five and more than three-hundred-thousand 

by nirleteen-eighty. Growtb almost certainly sho llld go on from t here, 

p ossibly reaching half a million be fore t :1.e turn of the century. 

Going back irlto history , Canberra was ori c;i ~1ally de::::i gn.ed in n...i..neteen­

twelve by Chicago, U.!J.A., architect, Walt er 13nrloy Gri.f l'in., ::LS ::1 

cl ty to accommodate twenty-five-tho usa~ltl r·i s inc; to a 11 po ssible 11 

seventy-five-thousand. The twe nty-fi ve-thousancl figure r1as reach ed 

i n ni~eteen- fifty-two while the seveaty-five-thousand 11 rnaY..imu.m" v1as 



-.,. ._~~~~3~.,...,,......._._.lm&..,~-~.z.~~;;.~o~>- Al .bo\';l!:l~ ,J,."'*#,-.AL,, J~-' ~~u.:-.~-------- 1- ---. @ 

~..,~ 

; led lli ll - V!o den side 2 

passed ten years later. The success of Griffin 1 s plan, however, is 

that it ha s been able to accommodate new ideas. On the assmnption 

tl1at Canberra could continue to Grow to five-hundreO.-thousand and 

beyond, studies were undertaken to establish the structure for 

rnetropoli ta..r1 growth within the Australian Capital Terri tory. These 

suggested that the most efficient framework would provide for the 

extension of Canberra in a Y-shape development of new tovllls of more 

than a hundred-thousand each, separated from inner Canberra by hills, 

ridges and areas of open country but linked with Canberra by a 

comprehensive transport system to form a single metropolis. The 

hill tops and ridges vvill be left in their natural state and will form 

the outer walls of the tovms. Other open space between the towns 

will become broad-acre ~iies ·for institutiona l uses. 

MUSIC HP Ji'OH. 3 SEX::S. 'PfiEN DOWN li'OH •••• 

NARR: Each town is to be partly self-cont:rincd in employment, 

shopping and amenities and the whole city will be bound together by 

o. continuous system of parks and parkways, linked to the recreational 

areas west and south of the Il'lurrumbidgee lliver . In planning the 

suburbs of each new town, the Commission's main 2.ims are to build-in 

safety and convenience, to give each suburb a distinctive character 

and to produce a desi gn which is aest:·wtically satisfying and sui ted 

to the topography. Wodee1 Valley set the planning pattern, which in 

many ways has been follov1ed in Canberra's second new town, Belconnen, 

six miles or nine-point-six kilometres north-v1est of the city, where 

development began in nineteen-sixty-six. Planning and development 

of Canberra's third n ew town, Tuggeranong , south of Woden, is now 

proceeding for the first residents to move in during nineteen-seventy­

four. 

r1IUSIC UP FOR 3 Sl!."'CS. THJi!:f ro WH FOR •••. 

NARR: Eacb new suburb L'1 Woden and Belconncn is planned to have a 

popula tion of four-to-i"i ve thousand centring Otl a mothercraft centre, 

a pre-school, a primary school und a small privately-built and operated 

shoppin g centre. Sites are provid·2d for group c entres serving three 

to five suburbs and offering a larc;er :cnn c;e of goods and services, 

incl udinG comr~n.mi ty services, o.s well c'.S hi r,h schools for students up 

to ei(';hteen. Sites for independent schools are ul so provided. 
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Because it is believed that these new towns sl1ould have the 

characteristics of cities, each with its individual character, but each 

an integral and essential part of the n a tional capi;tal, Government and. 

priva te enterpr:i. ::~e are a l s o co],la bor ating to crea t e busy and a ttractive 

town centres which will be the focal point of each new town. The 

Woden Town Centre, in the heart of the valley, was begun in nineteen­

sixty-seven and is the first major centre of its type to be constructed 

outside inner Canberra. It will eventually accommodate sixteen­

thousand employees in offices, shops, hotels, clubs, a theatre and 

li ght industry. 

MUSIC UP FOR 3 S.EXJS. THZ1:J DOWN AND UNDER FOR •••• 

JITARB.: Immediately below are the fairways and clubhouse of Ji'ederal 

Golf Club, one of Canb.~rra' s three priva te golf courses. Canberra 

l1as six golf courses - three private clubs, two nine-hole Armed Services 

courses ru1d an ei ghteen-hole public cour se. There is a seventh 

ei ghteen-hole layout at Queanbeyan. 'l'he large building to the left is 

the city's second major medical centre, the Woden Vn1lcy Hospital. 

The larger hill in the middle distance behind and sliGhtly to the right 

of the hospital is Ifumnt Taylor which, at two-tbousand-ei ght-hundred­

and-seven feet or eight-hundred-and-fifty-six metres is forty-five 

feet or thirteen-point-seven metres higher than Mount Ainslie. The 

group of suburbs stretching around its base are, from left to right, 

Farrer, Torrens, Pearce and Chifley with Lyons and Curtin to the far 

right . Suburbs in the middle distance, closer to Red Hill, are, 

from left to right, Mawson, O'Malley, Garran and Hughes. The 

high-rise central group of buildings is part of the developing Phillip 

Town Centre. MOst suburbs are named after former Australian Prime 

Ministers or Cabinet Ministers. Five exceptions are Mawson, named 

after famed Australian Antarctic explorer Sir Douglas :tviawson; Farrer, 

after pioneer wheat experimenter William Farrer; 'rorrens, after Sir 

Robert Torrens who introduced the revolutionary Torrens Land 'I'i tle 

system in Australia; Gax-ran after the first Secretary to the Federal 

Attorney- General; 3l1d Phillip after Captain Arthur Phillip , firs t 

Gover nor of the infant N.2w Soutl1 Wal e s colony . 

lVITJSIC UP F'Oi1 3 S.EX:;S . 'rHli!i'f DO WN FOfL • • • 
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NARR: To the right of the Woden Town Centre, on the tree- lined 

hills in the background, you should be able to pick out one of the 

domes of Mount Stromlo Observatory. Stromlo, some seven miles or 

eleven-point-three kilometres wes t of Canberra City, is one of the 

most important centres for astronomical study in the southern 

hemisphere. A specialised Department of the Australian National 

University, the Observatory ha s one of the vvorld ' s largest tel escopes 

with a seventy-four inch or one-point-ei ght- ei csht metre reflector. 

A larger telescope is being installed by the University at a site 

near Coonabarabran in Nev1 South Wales. The Observa tory at Mount Stromlo 

has a special visitor gallery . In the hill cow1try to the far left, 

the Brindabella and Tidbinbilla Rru1ges, are three Space Tracking 

Sta tions - Tidbinbill;;{, Honeysuckle Creek and Orrora l Valley. All 

are administered by the Australian Government on be half of the 

American Nat iona l Aeronautics and Space Administration. 'l'hese 

St a tions play a l~ey role in the United States manned ru1d tmmanned space 

research progrc-1Jilmes. It wa s through Honeysuckl e tha t the world received 

TV pictures of the first moon walk . All stations welcome vi s itors 

at certain times and one, Tidbinbilla, has a sp ecial visitor centre 

open daily. 

rlfUSIC UP ~i'QR 3 SEDS . THElif DO\Ivlir JiDR • ••• 

NARR: Another feature of interest in the bill country behind 

Cru1berra is Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve not far from the 'ridbinbilla 

Tracking Station. The Reserve had its origins in nineteen- thirty- six 

when tv1o-thousand acres or eight- hw1dred- and- ten hectares at the head 

of Tidbinbilla Valley, about twenty·-five miles or forty kilometres from 

Canberra, were set aside for a Nationa l Park and Fauna Reserve . The 

outbreak of World War Two prevented development work being undertaken. 

In nineteen-sixty-four, a further ei[';l1t- thousand acres or three­

t boLlScU1d- two- 11W1clred-and-forty hectares were :tdde<l to tho areo_ und 

approval given for tho es t a blishment of the Nutlll'e Reser ve . Subsequ ent 

additions bring the park's tota l area clo se t o twelve-thousand-five-hundred

acres or five-thousru1d-and- sixty-two hectares . The Reserve ranks as 

one of t he best places in Aus trali a to see kanGaroos 3Ild koalas in 

their na tural state. 'l'idbinbilla also has emus and a wide vn.:riety 

of other Australian fauna includin,9; m:my bird species. Dai l y feeding 

of t he birds by Reserve RanGers is a si ,sht worth seeing in itself . 

There is an Information Centre where an audio-visual pres entation 

explains Reserve features. 
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MUSIC UP FOR 3 SEBS. THEN DOWN FOR .... 

NARR: The road to Tidbinbilla pusses the city's f irst wat er supply 

dam, the Cotter, no v-1 augmented by two much l arger water storage dams, 

Gorin and Bendora. The Cotter, and a. river of the same nan1e which 

feeds both .it and the two oth.er dams that quench Canberra's ever:­

growing thirst, gets it s name from pioneer settler Garrett Cotter. 

Cotter carne to Australia from I rel and as a guest of the Government in 

eighteen-twenty-one for "insurrection and firing at His Maj es ty's 

troops". As a nineteen-year-old convict he was assi cned as a servant 

on one of the early Lake George sheep stations, but soon ran foul of 

t l1e local law and was banished for .an indefinit e period to lea d a 

hermi t's life west of the :Murrumbidgee River, then the western limit 

of European settlement • . There he lived among the a borigines, managing 
• 

to eke out a meagre living by raising cattle in the hill country. 

Eventually grant ed a pardon, he settled s outh of Canberra wl1ere s ome of 

his descendants s till live. 

IVTUSIC UP FOR 3 SEJjS. THErf DOV/U FOB. •... 

NARa: The Cotter River and the Cott er Dam played a key role in the 

Canberra story, as an assured water supply was one of the essentials 

in the choice of a site for the Federal Gapital. In the summer and 

autumn of eighteen-ninety- nine and nineteen- htmdred, when most of the 

proposed sites were being examined, New South Wales was e:>..rperiencing one 

of the worst droughts ever recorded. Almost all its s treams had shrunk; 

some had ceased to flow . Thus the many assurances of abundant water supply, 

so freely given by the promoters of various other sites, were somewhat 

nullified by nature' s revel a tions . Not so the waters of the Cotter. 

The or i ginal Cotter Dam, built between nineteen- twelve and nineteen­

f i ft een and later enlarged, was Canberra's fir s t ma jor construction 

project. 

lV!USIC UP F'OH 3 SEDS. 'P.I{fi:if DOWN F'OR .... 

(¥.ARR: The Cotter has t radit i onally occupied a paramount place in 

\ Canberra's recreational scene. Wi th the Murrumbidgee, into which it 

flows, it quickly became the city's substitute for a seashore, a place 

to swim in summer and picnic all year round. 'l'he construction o f 

Lake Burley Griffin has not measurably reduce d the area's popularity 

y\ with both residents a.'1d vlsi tors. The area's fa.cili ties were not a lways 
I 

as well developed as they are today. Indeed, one of the first groups 

to visit it, the Empire Parliamentary Delegation of nineteen-twenty-six, 

\'/ found that Canberra itself, let alone the Cotter, was l acking in 
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facilities in more ways than one. The Federal Minister of the Day 
I in charge of Canberra, the Honourable King 0 'Illlall ey, had iHtroduced 

an O:rclinance banning the sal e of alcohol in the fledgling Capital 

Terri tory - perhaps the only 'example of proh.i bi tion legisla tion in 

 Australian political history. The Sydney "Sun" reported that the 
I / 

,_ delegation could not obtain even a glass of lager at an official dinner 

in their honour. A subsequent, if unofficial, consignment from across 
~SPfLV 1 

the border ensured they did not go thirsty for long . In the words of 

the newspaper report, the Delegation was thus able to "enjoy life­

saving spots on Mount Stromlo and after the tiring climb up the steps 

at the Cotter Dam". King b 'Malley's prohibition law was repealed in 

September of the followi~g.year, though the great American experiment 

along the same lines introduced during the First World War went on for 

some years after. But, for a time at lea st, Canberra resident~ could 

only legally quench their thirsts from the wa ters of the Cotter Dam or 

some rea sonable equivalent. 

\~SIC lJP I• 'Olt 3 S&S. TH~t\f DOWl\f f\'011 .•.. 

liTABJ!: For more information about Canberra's attractions and the 

visiting times for various public builclinc;s obtain a free copy of the 

brochure "Canberra Points of Interest with Nb.p Guide" from the A.C. 'L'. 

'l'ourist Bllreau, London Circuit, Canberra City (PAUSE) 

NAHR: This has been a Toadstool Automatic Advisory Service 

presentation. (BEAT PAUSE) Post Office Box Sixty- three, Mudgee, 

New South Wales. Thank you for yom' patronage. 

lviDSIC tf.P li'OR. 5 SECS. ' rH~~i'T DOI·!f{ A!if.D FADE Otr·r. 
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